
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 
January 14, 2019 – 12:00 p.m. 

Wahpeton City Hall 
 

(This meeting was voice recorded.) 
 
Members Present: Mayor Dale, Bertsch, Bohn, Bajumpaa, Lambrecht, Miller, McCann, and 
Wateland. 
 
Members Absent: McNary 
 
Staff Present: Huwe, Miranowski, Broadland, Lies, Hatting, DeVries, Thorsteinson, Bakken, 
Johnson, Rogahn, Amos, Fehr, Berndt, Finnie, Schadler, Kub, Wald, Lovgren, and Hendrickson.   
 
Also Present: Frank Stanko with Daily News and Justin Neppl of SVEDA. 
 
Mayor Dale called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 
 
Street Dept. Position Vacancy – Miranowski said at the last City Council meeting Mayor Dale had 
referred this item to the Committee of Whole, which Dale corrected that he had referred it to Public 
Works, but it then went to Committee of the Whole.  Lies was then referred to and explained how 
Committee of the Whole meetings need to be held as Special City Council meetings in order to take 
action on an agenda item or make a recommendation, however the Council wants to treat it.  
Miranowski explained in an effort to make an informed decision today regarding the position 
vacancy, he worked with staff and put together some useful information.  Below is a PowerPoint 
presentation supporting the need to fill the Street Department position vacancy. 
 

       

       



           
 

         
 

       
Council members conducted a round table discussion of their thoughts/concerns and to ask staff 
questions regarding the vacant position.  The street crew employees present were also heard from.  
Motion by Lambrecht, seconded by Miller, to approve moving forward with filling the vacant 
Public Works Street Department Position with interviews to begin as soon as possible.  
Discussion held regarding the job description for the position being filled.  Dale expressed concern in 
making a decision today and felt time should be taken to review the information provided as this will 
be a perpetual burden on the taxpayers.  Miller felt this was addressed during the budget process and 
that would have been the time to hold any discussions, and Wateland agreed.  Dale felt there are 
efficiencies that can be made in the Street Dept. through the management of the employees.  Further 
discussion held.  Dale then stated there is a motion on floor.  Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.  
McCann commented the Council will continue to review every vacant position moving forward.       
 
Motion by Lambrecht, seconded by Bertsch and carried, to adjourn at 12:44 p.m.  
 
Respectively Submitted by Lynelle Amos 


