
Wahpeton City Council 
September 15, 2025  

5:00 p.m. 
 

Present:  Mayor Brett Lambrecht, Council Members Shannon Schillinger, Chad Perdue, Jason Goltz, 
Kelly McNary, and Cory Unruh 
 
Absent:  David Woods, Tiana Bohn, and Renata Fobb 
 
Also Present:  Finance Director Darcie Huwe, Public Works Director Dennis Miranowski, Community 
Development Director Chris DeVries, Library Director Melissa Bakken, Police Chief Matthew Anderson, 
Deputy Police Chief Tim Appell, Finance Assistant Lynelle Amos, and Deputy Auditor Cheryl O’Meara 
 
CALL TO ORDER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Meeting called to order by Mayor Brett Lambrecht. The pledge of allegiance was recited.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS/CITIZEN COMMENTS/ETC. 
Mayor Lambrecht asked if there was anyone present who would like to address the Council and there 
were none. 
 
2026 Budget Hearing – Ord. 1074 – Finance Director Huwe provided a presentation of the 2026 budget, 
reviewing some of the highlights. 1) The proposed property tax levy is projected to increase from the 
current year by $68,548 or 3%. The proposed tax levy valuation multiplier for city services will decrease 
from 84.74 to 81.86 due to a 7% increase in property valuations approved during the equalization process 
in April. 2) Implementation of the increased residential property tax credit from $500 to $1,600 means the 
property taxes payable on a home valued at $200,000 for the 2024 budget and subsequently valued at 
$222,560 (+11%) for the 2026 budget will decrease from $748 to $433 (-42%). This means the monthly 
amount of an escrow account attributed to city property taxes is forecasted to decrease from $65 this year 
to $36 next year. 3) The General Fund budget is nearly identical to the current year budget, decreasing 
$2,105. Increased costs related to compensation are offset with decreased expenses and transfers out to 
other funds. 4) Utility rates are also proposed to hold level, pending the timing of several large capital 
improvement plans. 5) Sales tax revenues are projected to increase $1,787,000 (+50%) with an additional 
1% sales tax for the recreation center. It was noted that the Council approved the tax levy on July 21st, and 
upon approval of the preliminary budget amounts may be decreased but not increased. Huwe said she has 
not received any additional feedback or request for amendment or clarification on the preliminary budget. 
 
Council member Goltz offered the second reading of the following Ordinance: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1074 
AN ORDINANCE MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE CITY OF 

WAHPETON, NORTH DAKOTA FOR THE YEAR 2026 
 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Perdue. 
Motion carried with a roll call vote of 5-0. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS (presented by Mayor Lambrecht) –  
     Approval of minutes of regular meeting held September 2, 2025 
     Games of Chance Licenses, Site Authorizations & Special Permits:  
         NDSCS Clay Target Team – Raffle Permit 
         NDSCS Auto Club – Raffle Permit 
         Other Games of Chance and/or Special Permits: 
         St. John’s Church – Raffle Permit/Bingo 
                                       



     Presentation/Approval of Reports 
         August 2025 Bill Pay Report $1,600,743.21 (see below) 
         August 2025 Financial Statements 
         Q2 2025 Lodging Tax CVB Report 
         FAQ Riverview Abercrombie Dairy 
         Leach Library Chocolate Chocolate October 9, 2025, 12:00 Noon to 5:00 p.m. 
         Fall Cleanup Week October 13th-17th (must bring items to Waste Management) 
                  
Mayor Lambrecht asked if there were any items to be removed from the consent agenda and there were 
none. Motion by McNary, seconded by Unruh, to approve the Consent Agenda items as presented. 
Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.  
 
REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICERS AND STAFF 
FINANCE DIRECTOR 
City Insurance Policy Renewals – Huwe explained the City of Wahpeton purchases auto, public assets, 
general liability, property, and fidelity bonds through Bremer Insurance Company. The property insurance 
policy written through the State Fire and Tornado Fund was renewed in June, and all other policies follow 
an October to September policy year. Property insurance on $50 million of real property assets is 
budgeted at $.88 cents per $1,000 of coverage and remains unchanged from 2024 to 2026. Additional 
insurance on government autos, mobile equipment, and general liability is approximately $5.34 per 
thousand. These rates are projected to increase with the delivery of a new fire truck in early 2026. Bremer 
Insurance is our local agent, and the North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund, State Bonding Fund, and 
State Fire and Tornado Fund are the risk management providers. Anyone interested in additional 
information on the City’s risk management practices should contact Huwe. 
 
Regional Economic Development Meeting September 24th – Huwe announced the President of the 
Wahpeton Community Development Corporation has planned a regional economic development meeting 
and discussion at the VFW in Mantador at 5:30 pm on Wednesday, September 24th. Anyone interested in 
more information or who would like to attend should contact Huwe. 
 
ND League of Cities Annual Conference September 17th – 19th – Huwe said the ND League of Cities 
will host their annual conference in Bismarck later this week. Topics will include special assessments, 
forever chemicals and public water supplies, and spurring housing development in rural North Dakota. 
She looks forward to finding new ideas to bring back to share. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Community Development Report – DeVries gave a reminder of upcoming homecoming events with one 
taking place this week at Wahpeton High School with activities that include the painting of the Huskies 
logo on car windows on Tuesday and a football game on Friday. The NDSCS Homecoming events will 
take place the week of October 4th and will include a parade and football game that Saturday. Around 
Town videos and City Talk podcasts are available on social media and provide a lot of information 
regarding the City and upcoming events. The Fall Festival is scheduled for October 10-11, 2025. 
Information is available at wahpetonevents.com.  
 
This issue of the Win Column featured the Classy & Classy Car Show which was held on September 11th 
and was a huge success.  
 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR 
Library Report – Bakken reported Children’s Librarian Kercher will hold a STEM class tomorrow. On 
Wednesday, the preschoolers have a fun day program, and the Leach Reads Book Club will meet and 
anyone is welcome to attend as they have books available for those who are interested. Next Thursday the 
Library Board meets, and Kercher has a crafty adult session scheduled. October 1st-3rd the library will 



have late openings due to Bakken and Kercher attending the North Dakota Library Association Tri-
Conference in Grand Forks with the South Dakota Library Association and Mountain Plains Library 
Association. Wednesday and Thursday, October 1st & 2nd the library will open at 2:00 p.m. and on Friday, 
October 3rd it will open at 1:00 p.m. The Chocolate Chocolate Day & Book Sale event is scheduled for 
Thursday, October 9th from 12 noon to 5:00 p.m. The book sale will continue on Friday and Saturday 
during business hours. 
 
POLICE CHIEF 
Dakota Ave. St. Closure for NDSCS Homecoming Parade Oct. 4th – Police Chief Anderson presented 
a request for street closure for the NDSCS Homecoming Parade on October 4th. Motion by Perdue, 
seconded by Schillinger, to approve the request for Street Closure on Saturday morning, October 
4th, 2025, of the north side of Dakota Avenue from the Red River to 9th Street North for the NDSCS 
Homecoming Parade. Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.  
 
Police Dept. Report – Police Chief Anderson reported the Bailey Bernstein Foundation is holding their 
1st Annual Bailey Bernstein Glow Run & Walk Event on Saturday, October 4th. It will start at 7:00 p.m. at 
Hughes Shelter, proceed through NDSCS, along 11th Street, then 16th Avenue back to Hughes Shelter. 
The Police Department will be assisting with traffic control. Money collected will support a scholarship in 
Bailey’s honor.  
   
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
Public Works Report – 
Referrals to PW Cmt.: 
Final Pay Application and Balancing Change Order for 2025 Concrete Repair Project – Mayor 
Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee. 
 
Miranowski reported on the Public Works/Street Department tasks/activities in the past few weeks that 
have been completed or that are being worked on. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR & COUNCIL  
Recreation Center Project Updates – Lambrecht said City staff recently met with NDSCS President 
Flanigan and other NDSCS representatives regarding the proposed recreation center final site plan layout. 
 
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
Public Works & Public Safety Committee Report 
Perdue said the Public Works & Public Safety Committee met on September 8th at 4:00 p.m. 
 

Northern Truck & Equipment Plow Truck Bid – motion to reject Northern Truck Bid and accept 
Crysteel Truck Equip. Bid from MN State Contract $177,411 – Motion by Perdue, second by Unruh, to 
approve rejecting the Plow Truck bid from Northern Truck Equipment Corp. and accept the bid 
from Crysteel Truck Equipment in the amount of $177,411.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 
5-0.  
 
701 Dakota Ave. Brownfield Mitigation – motion to apply for additional grant funds – Motion by 
Perdue, second by McNary, to approve leaving the Brownfield Mitigation contract open and apply 
for additional grant funds for the Brownfield Grant when available in the future. Motion carried 
with all voting ‘aye.’ 
 
Composting Contract Renewal with Jay Schnell – motion to approve 2026-2028 agreement – 
Motion by Perdue, second by Goltz, to approve the Composting Contract Renewal Agreement for 
2026-2028 with Jay Schnell in the amount of $6.53/cubic yard. Motion carried with a roll call vote 
of 5-0. 
 



Preview Preliminary Water Tower Artwork – discussion 
 
Building Official Updates - discussion 
 
Referrals – See PW Director Report 
 
Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee Report 
Goltz said the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee met September 8th at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Community Enhancement Committee Funding Request for Theater Project – motion to table – 
After Goltz provided a summary of the Finance Committee discussion and recommendation to table this 
item, Mayor Lambrecht addressed the Council providing more information regarding the proposed theater 
project and requested the Council to make a motion to enable the Red Door Art Gallery to seal the roof 
and be able to winterize the building for preservation by approving their ask for $25,000 from the 
Community Enhancement Committee fund.  Motion by Perdue, seconded by McNary, to approve the 
request from the Community Enhancement Committee for $25,000 from the 1% Restaurant Tax 
Fund to stabilize the former Bank of the West building for winter as part of the proposed Theater 
Project. Motion carried with a roll call vote of 3-2; with Perdue, McNary and Unruh voting ‘aye’, 
and Goltz and Schillinger voting ‘nay’.  
 
Park Board Request for Funding – motion to draft joint powers agreement – Motion by Goltz, 
seconded by Schillinger, to approve authorizing the City Attorney to proceed with drafting a Joint 
Powers Agreement between the City and the Wahpeton Park Board to address their funding 
request. Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.  
 
Referrals 
 
August 2025 Bill Pay Report  
DISBURSEMENTS FUND                                   ACCOUNTS PAYABLE                 PAYROLL & GL              TOTAL 
101 GENERAL FUND $376,254.21 $48,438.95 $424,693.16 
201 WATER OPERATING FUND $81,775.32 $58,175.68 $139,951.00 
202 SANITARY SEWER OPERATING FUND $94,839.48 $41,507.27 $136,346.75 
203 WASTE REMOVAL OPERATING FUND $38,282.43 $2,738.68 $41,021.11 
204 WASTE REDUCTION FUND $2,588.15  $2,588.15 
205 VECTOR CONTROL FUND $11,238.39 $6,045.03 $17,283.42 
206 STREET LIGHTING $15,210.30  $15,210.30 
207 STORM WATER UTILITY $232.45  $232.45 
209 LIBRARY LEVY FUND $4,555.87 $19,368.80 $23,924.67 
216 AIRPORT 4-MILL LEVY FUND  $1,076.26 $1,076.26 
229 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FUND $30,657.60  $30,657.60 
234 SPECIAL STREET MAINT FUND $3,886.81  $3,886.81 
236 LEVEE MAINTENANCE $5,705.79 $18,397.42 $24,103.21 
253 METER DEPOSITS TRUST FUND $164.69  $164.69 
271 ECONOMIC DEVEL DEPT FUND $973.74 $15,004.24 $15,977.98 
315 TAX INCREMENT FUND $1,250.00  $1,250.00 
318 WEED MAINT LEVY FUND $1,824.80  $1,824.80 
319 LODGING TAX FUND $1,444.74  $1,444.74 
320 SALES TAX OPERATING FUND $18,356.33  $18,356.33 
321 SALES TAX RESERVE FUND $10,540.00  $10,540.00 
324 SALES TAX MINI MATCH RSRV FUND $19,985.00  $19,985.00 
325 SALES TAX H.E.L.P. HOUSING FUND $9,999.60  $9,999.60 
326 REVOLVING LOAN FUND $436.67  $436.67 
329 BULL RIDING EVENT $864.00  $864.00 
330 JULY 4TH FIREWORKS $522.60  $522.60 
331 FALL FESTIVAL $1,548.32  $1,548.32 
365 PD SPEC EQUIP SINKING FUND $757.48  $757.48 
390 CLUBHOUSE MAINTENANCE  $1,409.91  $1,409.91 
393 1% RESTAURANT TAX FUND $21,344.06  $21,344.06 
401 BDSGC CART SUBLEASE $6,488.00  $6,488.00 
465 R/I #11918 SERIES 2018A DWSRF $18,650.00  $18,650.00 
466 R/I #12018 SERIES 2018B CWSRF $43,000.00  $43,000.00 
468 R/I# 12219 DWSRF 2018 SERIES C $25,150.00  $25,150.00 
469 R/I# 12319 CWSRF 2018 SERIES D $61,550.00  $61,550.00 
470 R/I# 12421 CWSRF SERIES 2021A $174,500.00  $174,500.00 
472 R/I# 12622 SERIES 2021 B&C $91,600.00  $91,600.00 
475 R/I# 12923 BND 2023A $37,550.00  $37,550.00 



601 HUGHES DR CONCRETE ST24- $1,560.50  $1,560.50 
603 WATER TOWER REHAB PROJ W24-285 $865.50  $865.50 
605 TRAFFIC SIGNAL UPDATE ST25-290 $1,914.00  $1,914.00 
675 WELL FIELD RECLO PROJ W19-251 $76,257.30  $76,257.30 
679 W.WATER FACILITY PLAN $7,272.30  $7,272.30 
681 LEGACY LAKES ST21-263 $60.00  $60.00 
687 NON-FEDAID DAKOTA AVE ST22-266 $388.75  $388.75 
691 VECTOR CTRL CHEMICAL BLDG $525.00  $525.00 
693 EAST CENTRAL & SE ST PROJ ST23-278 $8,401.64  $8,401.64 
697 4TH ST & 4TH AVE S DOTST24-283 $38,318.00  $38,318.00 
698 4 TH ST & 4TH AVE S ST24-284 $34,980.25  $34,980.25 
699 WEST CENTRAL IMP DIST ST24-287 $4,310.90   $4,310.90 
TOTAL $1,389,990.88 $210,752.33 $1,600,743.21 
 
SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
The following Committee Meetings were then scheduled: 
 

a. Public Works Committee  September 22, 2025,  4:00 p.m. 
b. Finance Committee  September 22, 2025,  5:00 p.m.  

 
Motion by Goltz, seconded by Schillinger, to adjourn at 5:55 p.m. Motion carried. 
 
________________________________ 
Mayor Brett Lambrecht 
 
________________________________ 
Lynelle Amos, Finance Assistant 


