Wahpeton City Council
October 6, 2025
5:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor Brett Lambrecht, Council Members Shannon Schillinger, Chad Perdue, David Woods
II, Jason Goltz, Tiana Bohn, and Kelly McNary

Absent: Renata Fobb and Cory Unruh

Also Present: Finance Director Darcie Huwe, City Attorney Brittany Hatting, Public Works Director
Dennis Miranowski, City Assessor Carla Broadland, Community Development Director Chris DeVries,
Library Director Melissa Bakken, Police Chief Matthew Anderson, Deputy Police Chief Tim Appell,
Building Official Todd Johnson, Finance Assistant Lynelle Amos, Deputy Auditor Cheryl O’Meara, and
Public Utilities Assistant Tony Lopez

CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Meeting called to order by Mayor Lambrecht. The pledge of allegiance was then recited.

PUBLIC HEARINGS/CITIZEN COMMENTS/ETC.
Mayor Lambrecht asked if there were any citizen comments or concerns and there were none.

Joint Public Hearing with Planning Commission on Rezone Request at 201 2" St. S. — Ord. 1075 -
Planning Commission Chair DeVillers said the Planning Commission was reconvened at 5:00 p.m. and
referred to Building official Todd Johnson to describe the proposed rezoning request. Johnson explained
the owner of the property at 201 2™ Street South has requested rezoning of the property from R-2 to RB-
4. A map of the area was provided. DeVillers asked if there was anyone present who would like to speak
regarding the proposed rezoning request and there was none. DeVillers then asked Huwe if any verbal or
written communications have been received regarding this proposed rezoning request. Huwe stated there
have been no inquiries in support or opposition to this proposed rezone. Motion by Dockter, seconded
by Wolfgram, to recommend to the City Council to approve the rezoning of Portions of Original
Townsite Addition (Lots 1, 2 & 3, Block 14) [201 2" St. South] from Residential R-2 Single Family
to Business RB-4 Neighborhood. Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.

Council member Bohn offered the second reading of the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 1075
AN ORDINANCE REZONING
PORTIONS OF ORIGINAL TOWNSITE ADDITION (Lots 1, 2 & 3, Block 14)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember
Schillinger. Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0.

Motion by Wolfgram, seconded by Dockter, to adjourn the Planning Commission meeting at 5:03
p-m. Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.

Qath of Office — Sergeant Mike Erickson — Police Chief Anderson provided an introduction and
administered Oath of Office to Wahpeton Police Sergeant Mike Erickson who was recently
promoted in September. Congratulations were shown through a round of applause.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS (presented by the Mayor) —
Approval of minutes of regular meeting held September 15, 2025
Games of Chance Licenses, Site Authorizations & Special Permits:




NDSCS Diesel Club — Raftle Permit
Other Games of Chance Licenses, Site Authorizations & Special Permits:
Red River Area Sportsmen’s Club — Raffle Permit

Presentation/Approval of Report
Tax Forfeit Property Values
Leach Library Chocolate Chocolate October 9, 2025, 12:00 Noon to 5:00 p.m.
Fall Festival October 10-11, 2025
Fall Cleanup Week October 13-17, 2025 (must bring items to Waste Management)

Mayor Lambrecht asked if there were any items to be removed from the consent agenda and there were
none. Motion by McNary, seconded by Goltz, to approve the Consent Agenda items as presented.
Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.

REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICERS AND STAFF

FINANCE DIRECTOR

West Central Streets Proj. ST24-287 BND Series 2025 Financing Res. No. 3925 $1.211,000 — Huwe
said Bond Counsel Scott Wegner has prepared the debt financing paperwork on the West Central Street
Improvement Project including Resolution No. 3925, the loan agreement with BND, the Closing
Certificate and the specimen bond issue. The total borrowing approved is up to $1,211,000 with an
estimated project cost of $2 million. She requested the adoption of Resolution 3925 Providing for the
Sale of Definitive Improvement Warrant Series 2025 with the necessary loan documents.

Council member Perdue offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3925
$1,211,000
CITY OF WAHPETON, NORTH DAKOTA
WEST CENTRAL STREETS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
(PROJECT NO. ST24-287)
IMPROVEMENT BOND, SERIES 2025
(INFRASTRUCTURE REVOLVING LOAN FUND)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember
Schillinger. Motion carried with a roll call vote 6-0.

Prior Period Revenue Adjustment & Capital Improvements Funding Requests — refer to Finance
Cmt. — Huwe said the City investment policy states investment earnings will be recognized when the
investments are matured and liquidated. The Government Accounting Standards Board requires
investment earnings and losses are to be recognized in the fiscal year they are incurred, not when the
investment is matured. The result of this change in policy will result in a $900,000 unbudgeted interest
income entry in the General Fund. There are several one-time, large capital improvement projects we
would like the council to consider as a result of this revenue entry. Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item
to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee.

Public Hearing Oct. 20" at 5:00 p.m. on 2025 Special Assessments — Huwe requested a motion to set
a public hearing for 5:00 on October 20™ for the Council to review and confirm the proposed 2025
special assessments as approved and recommended by the Special Assessment Commission. Motion by
Woods, seconded by Schillinger, to approve scheduling a Public Hearing for 5:00 p.m. on Monday,
October 20™, 2025, for the Council to review and confirm the proposed 2025 Special Assessments
as approved and recommended by the Special Assessment Commission. Motion carried with all
voting ‘aye’.




ATTORNEY

City Attorney Hatting requested referral of Municipal Court Technology Updates to the Finance
Committee. Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development
Committee.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

Community Development Report —

Trigger Sports BND PACE Loan — refer to Finance Cmt. — DeVries stated this item was not ready for
referral at this time.

Chamber Request for Funding Holiday Promotions — refer to Finance Cmt. — Mayor Lambrecht
will refer this item to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee.

DeVries requested the Placer Al Contract Renewal be referred to Finance Committee. Mayor Lambrecht
will refer this item to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee.

Sanitary Sewer Info Campaign — refer to PW Cmt. — Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public
Works & Public Safety Committee.

Tree Planting Bids — DeVries explained the City had received a tree removal grant for portions of town
that also included a tree planting as part of the grant. An RFP for tree planting was sent out and only one
bid was received which was from Dakota Designs, a copy of which was provided. He asked for any
discussion and requested approval of the bid. It was noted 28 trees were removed and it was a one-to-
one ratio for the replant, however it was up to the homeowner if they wanted the tree replaced. If they
choose not to replace the tree it was felt that tree could be planted elsewhere in Wahpeton. Motion by
Bohn, seconded by Woods, to approve awarding the bid for Tree Planting, as part of the tree
removal grant received for portions of Wahpeton, to Dakota Designs LLC. Motion carried with a
roll call vote of 6-0.

Fall Festival Update — DeVries announced the Fall Festival will take place this weekend, October 10-11,
2025. Activities offered include a Haunted House, a Movie in the Park with a S’more bar on Friday, and
from noon until 2:00 p.m. on Saturday free horse and carriage rides will be offered, a pumpkin patch, fall
photo booth, character meet and greet, a taste of fall bake sale and pumpkin pie contest, and the Richland-
Wilkin Ministerial Group are sponsoring a comedian Saturday night.

LIBRARY DIRECTOR

Library Report — Library Director Bakken thanked the council for allowing her and Children’s
Librarian Kercher to attend the ND Library Association Conference in Grand Forks last week. Several
sessions and author talks were held, and Governor Armstrong spoke at the banquet on Thursday. Bakken
reported the library is preparing for the Friends of the Library’s Annual Chocolate Chocolate Day and
Book Sale scheduled for this Thursday, October 9 from noon to 5:00 p.m. The book sale will continue
on Friday and Saturday during business hours. On Friday Kercher will also begin outreach story time to
local daycares. Any daycares interested in being added to the monthly visitation list should call the
library. Next week regularly scheduled programs resume, including story time, crafternoon, fund day for
pre-kindergarten, Leach Reads, teen craft session, and a crafty adult session. Next Friday a movie and
craft session will be held due to NDEA.

POLICE CHIEF
Police Chief Anderson reported the Police Department deployed the traffic safety sign on the Hwy 210
Bypass to try make travel safer in this area with the increased traffic due to beet harvest.




Police Dept. Q3 Report — Police Chief Anderson provided the Police Department 3™ Quarter Report.
As of September 30™, he said there have been 5,688 calls for service representing a 7 %% increase from
this time last year. Overdose calls for service have decreased, assaults/domestics remain the same,
thefts/shoplifting have decreased, fraud/scams continue to remain at a record high, calls for mental
health continue to rise, and traffic accidents have increased as well as traffic stops. There has been an
increase in DUI arrests with 19 this quarter and 46 year-to-date. Regarding investigations there were 42
total cases forwarded to Detective Huard, with 9 currently open. The Narcotics Task Force has 23 open
and pending cases, with 7 cases closed. Use of Force incidents include 6 incidents, and 14 show of force
incidents which is down from last year.

Anderson then requested to discuss an item not on the agenda. Motion by Goltz, seconded by
Schillinger, to suspend the rules to discuss an item not on the agenda. Motion carried with all
voting ‘aye’.

Regarding the interest income mentioned earlier in the meeting, Anderson said part of the Capital
Improvements ask from the Police Department was going to be to replace squad cars. He felt there is a
sense of urgency to move forward with the purchasing of Chevrolet squad cars. They were previously
publicly bid earlier this year, and they had gone with the Dodge Durango where they would have to
replace all the products to outfit the vehicles. The PD currently has 4 front line squad cars with around
100,000 miles and the lease option they had been considering is not viable at this time. Last week they
looked at Chevy Tahoes to replace what they have in their fleet right now, but it was not known if they
are still available. The request would be to replace 3 of the squad cars and they would swap equipment
out of two of the vehicles and put new equipment in one. The total ask was for $215,000 to purchase
three 2026 Chevy Tahoes from the previously public bid. When asked, Huwe explained the funding
source which would be from the Capital Improvement Fund. Motion by Goltz, seconded by Perdue, to
approve up to $215,000 for the purchase of (3) three 2026 Chevrolet Tahoes from Smith Motors
for the Police Department Squad Car Fleet as per the previous public bid. Motion carried with a
roll call vote of 6-0.

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR

Public Works Report —

Referrals to PW Cmt.:

Final Pay Application and Balancing Change Order for 7t Street North Storm Sewer Repairs —
Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee.

Final Pay Application and Balancing Change Order for 2025 Sealcoat Project — Mayor Lambrecht
will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee.

Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee of Change Order #1 for the West Central
Street Improvement Project. Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public Works & Public
Safety Committee.

Miranowski reported on the Public Works/Street Department tasks/activities in the past few weeks that
have been completed or that are being worked on.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR & COUNCIL

Recreation Center Project Updates — Mayor Lambrecht reported a meeting is being scheduled with
the City and Park District regarding the next elements of the project. The City Attorney is working with
them regarding donor/gift packets and how they would work.

Mayor Lambrecht read a letter submitted from Council Member Renata Fobb resigning from her
position as Council Member At-Large for the City of Wahpeton effective immediately.



Motion by Woods, seconded by Schillinger, to approve accepting the letter of resignation of
Renata Fobb as Council Member At-Large for the City of Wahpeton. Motion carried with all
voting ‘aye’. When asked to explain the next steps, City Attorney Hatting explained the procedure for
such a vacancy is that the position will remain vacant for 15 days prior to deciding how to proceed. Any
questions regarding the vacancy can be directed to Hatting or Huwe.

REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Public Works & Public Safety Committee Report

McNary said the Public Works & Public Safety Committee met on September 22" at 4:00 p.m.
Review Preliminary Water Tower Artwork — discussion

Final Pay Application and Balancing Change Order from Comstock Construction, Inc. for 2025
Concrete Repair Project — motion to approve $53,189 — Motion by McNary, second by Perdue, to
approve the Final Pay Application and Balancing Change Order with Comstock Construction Inc.
for the 2025 Concrete Repair Project in the amount of $53,189. Motion carried with a roll call vote
of 6-0.

Building Official Updates
Referrals — See PW Director Report

Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee Report

Bohn said the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee met September 22" at 5:00
p.m.

Park Board Request for Funding — motion to approve joint powers agreement — Bohn asked Park
Director Brad Edwardson to provide an update on the Zoo Board meeting he attended. Edwardson said
at the meeting the Zoo Board voted, pending a joint powers agreement, to let the zoo operations and
personnel go under the Park Board. Motion by Bohn, seconded by Goltz, to approve the Joint
Powers Agreement between the City of Wahpeton and the Wahpeton Park Board as presented
with changes as recommended to Articles VI and VII. Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0.

Referrals

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS
The following Committee Meetings were then scheduled:

a. Public Works Committee October 13", 2025, 4:00 p.m.
b. Finance Committee October 13, 2025, 5:00 p.m.

Motion by Goltz, seconded by Schillinger, to adjourn at 5:55 p.m. Motion carried.

Mayor Brett Lambrecht

Lynelle Amos, Finance Assistant



