Special Wahpeton City Council Meeting
Committee of the Whole
October 23, 2025
5:00 p.m. — Wahpeton City Hall

City Council Present: Mayor Brett Lambrecht, Council Members: Shannon Schillinger, Jason Goltz, Tiana
Bohn, and Kelly McNary

Absent: Chad Perdue, Dr. David Woods, and Cory Unruh

City Staff Present: Dennis Miranowski, Matthew Anderson, Lynelle Amos, Cheryl O’Meara, Lindsay
Louters, and City Attorney Brittany Hatting

Others Present: Richland County Auditor Sandy Fossum and Steve Dale

CALL TO ORDER
Meeting called to order by Mayor Lambrecht at 5:03 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was then recited.

Petition for Special Election to fill the Council Vacancy for an At-Large unexpired term ending in 2028
— Mayor Lambrecht called upon City Attorney Hatting to explain the request for a special election to fill the
currently vacant At-Large Council seat with a term expiring in June 2028.

City Attorney Hatting said the City ordinance in regard to vacancies on the council is equivalent to the state
law NDCC 40-08-08, and provides that “Upon petition of five percent of the qualified electors of the ward, as
determined by the total number of votes cast in that ward in the last city general election, or when it’s an at-
large position the number of qualified electors voting in the last general election, the council shall call a
special election to fill a vacancy occurring more than six months before the next city election, if the petition
has been submitted within fifteen days and before four p.m. of the fifteenth day of the date of the vacancy or
of the vacancy being filled by appointment.”

The next regular City election is set for Tuesday, June 9™, 2026. The date of the vacancy is the relevant date,
not the date on which the special election could/would be held. The vacancy caused by former Councilmember
Fobb’s resignation was effective on October 6, 2025, which is a “vacancy occurring more than six months
before the next city election”. There has been some discussion about recent changes to the election process.
Those recent changes to elections in relation to indebtedness or recalls did not amend or change the
requirements of N.D.C.C. 40-08-08.

Hatting stated it is her opinion that the City is required if we received a verified petition to hold a special
election regardless of whether that special election will be held within six months of the regular City election.
She has also consulted with Lee Ann Oliver, the Elections Specialist at the Secretary of State’s Office, and she
has confirmed Hatting’s interpretation of the statutes and agrees that the City must hold the special election to
fill this vacancy as a verified petition has been received. Therefore, it was Hatting’s opinion since the City has
received a verified petition satisfying the requirements of N.D.C.C. 40-08-08 and our ordinances, that the City
is required to hold a special election, regardless of the date of the special election falling within 6 months of
the date of the regular election in June. This means that rather than having Councilmembers Fobb’s vacant seat
being on the June 2026 ballot we will be required to hold a special election to fill the vacant seat early. To
comply with the necessary requirements for holding a special election, the soonest it is believed the special
election can be held is January 27, 2026. Lambrecht questioned if the Council could have appointed someone,
and Hatting answered that if there had not been a petition filed within the required days the Council could
have chosen to appoint someone to fill the vacant seat until the June election. This special election will be to
fill Councilmember Fobb’s unfulfilled term ending June 2028. Bohn wondered if the person elected January
27" would have to refile and Hatting answered they would not, it would be a two-year term fulfilling the
vacancy to June 2028. If someone had been appointed they would have had to run again in the June 2026 City
election, but with a special election they are elected to the remainder of the term. McNary asked if the
estimated cost of the special election was known. Miranowski said that per a conversation with Finance



Director Huwe he felt the estimated cost would be approximately $5,000. McNary asked if it was known who
filed the petition and Hatting answered that it was a just petition that was signed by more than fifty-one
qualified electors within the City of Wahpeton, and not necessarily one person that can petition. It is required
to have a verified number of signatures. Hatting said if the election is called there will be additional
information shared on the City’s website on the process for people to get their names on the ballot for the
special election.

Motion by Goltz, seconded by Schillinger, to accept the Petition and Schedule a Special Election for
Tuesday, January 27, 2026, to fill the At-Large Council Vacancy with a term expiring June of 2028.
Further discussion held. Bohn questioned if Century Code dictates how the City runs the special election, if it
could be a mail-in. Hatting stated the Century Code is clear on how the City runs the election, and the
deadlines, etc. It will be made sure the City is compliant in how the election is run. She felt if we are
compliant there should be the ability to vote via absentee ballot. The City will also work with Richland County
Auditor Sandy Fossum to ensure we are following the right rules. It was noted the proposed special election
timeline was included on the backside of the meeting agenda. It was also noted following Fobb’s resignation at
the October 6™ council meeting there were 15 days to file a petition for a special election, and the petition was
received on Tuesday, October 21% prior to 4:00 p.m. For the 2026 election, the filing for candidates can start
getting signatures for the regular City election starting January 2nd, 2026. Hatting said we will need to make
sure we are clear in our communication to ensure people understand when they need to have their information
to the City. For the special election it will need to be received by November 24™, 2025. Hatting also noted that
because of legislative changes, the legislature has taken away the option for cities to allow candidates to just
pay a fee and be on the ballot in lieu of collecting signatures so anyone planning on being a candidate for any
city office will be required to collect the requisite signatures rather than simply pay a fee. The signature
threshold for the special election is 101 qualified electors. Anyone interested in running for the vacant council
seat can contact Mayor Lambrecht or call City Hall. Information on the election and candidate filing packets
will be available tomorrow on the City website and at City Hall. Motion carried with a roll call vote of 4-0.

Motion by Goltz, seconded by Schillinger, to adjourn the meeting at 5:12 p.m.

Mayor Brett Lambrecht

Lynelle Amos, Finance Assistant



