Wahpeton City Council
November 3, 2025
5:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor Brett Lambrecht, Council Members Shannon Schillinger, Chad Perdue, David Woods
II, Jason Goltz, Tiana Bohn, Kelly McNary, and Cory Unruh

Absent: None

Also Present: Finance Director Darcie Huwe, City Attorney Brittany Hatting, Public Works Director
Dennis Miranowski, City Assessor Carla Broadland, Community Development Director Chris DeVries,
Library Director Melissa Bakken, Police Chief Matthew Anderson, Deputy Police Chief Tim Appell,
Finance Assistant Lynelle Amos, Deputy Auditor Cheryl O’Meara, and Public Utilities Assistant Tony
Lopez

CALL TO ORDER - PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Meeting called to order by Mayor Lambrecht. The pledge of allegiance was then recited.

PUBLIC HEARINGS/CITIZEN COMMENTS/ETC.

Mayor Lambrecht asked Chahinkapa Zoo Director Kathy Diekman to update the council on zoo
happenings. Diekman said the zoo recently held their 31%' Zoo Boo event with about 2,152 children and
adults attending at the cost of $5 each. There were 46 sponsors of which 41 were candy vendors who
were thanked for participating. The Boy Scouts provided concessions in the parking lot. She thanked the
first responders who also participated in the event, and the City for use of the cones and signs. She noted
they have changed it from a night time event to a daytime event to allow more people to attend, and that
there are a lot of other things for families to do in town as well. The event brought in about $10,000 for
the zoo. The Wild Game Show will be held on November 21%, and other annual events include
Groundhog Day, Tal’s Super Bowl Picks, Hop into Spring, Zoo Clean Up Day, Blue Goose Days, Tal’s
birthday party, Annual ZOOmies, 0.05K walk/run, Prometheus Motorcycle Club Annual Zoo Run,
Chalk up the Zoo (in conjunction with Chalkfest), Petting Zoo Day, and Tal’s Concert with the New
York Woodwind Ensemble. In 2026 they plan to celebrate the 100" year of the Prairie Rose Carousel.
This year they are also hosting the Mid-America Zoo Alliance (MAZA) Conference June 16-18, 2026.
She invited the Council members to visit the zoo as their guest to show them up close and personnel
how the zoo works. She expressed appreciation for all the City and community do for the zoo.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS (presented by the Mayor) —
Approval of minutes of regular meeting held October 20, 2025
Approval of minutes of regular meeting held October 23, 2025
Games of Chance Licenses, Site Authorizations & Special Permits:
Blades Blue Line Club — Raftle Permit
BW Storm Wrestling — Raffle Permit
BW Storm Wrestling — Raffle Permit
Breckenridge Wahpeton Swim Team — Raffle Permit

Presentation/Approval of Report
Public Input Meeting November 4, 2025 4:30 — 6:30 p.m. 4™ Street & 4™ Avenue South Street
Reconstruction Project ST24-284 Phase [ & 11

Mayor Lambrecht asked if there were any items to be removed from the consent agenda and there were
none. Motion by Goltz, seconded by McNary, to approve the Consent Agenda items as presented.
Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.



REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICERS AND STAFF

FINANCE DIRECTOR

Special Election Information — Huwe said the City will conduct a special election on Tuesday, January
27" 2026 to fill the council vacancy with a term ending June 2028. Candidates must submit a
Statement of Interest and a Petition/Certificate of Nomination that includes 101 signatures of qualified
electors by Monday, November 24" at 4:00 PM. Anyone interested in more information can look at the
special election tab on the City website or contact Huwe at City Hall.

City License Renewal Reminder — Huwe said November marks the beginning of the City License
renewal process. City licenses are intended to ensure businesses operating within the City of Wahpeton
comply with local laws and regulations. The City issues over 250 business licenses annually. The
taxicab, waste hauler, amusement device, tobacco, and liquor licenses will be presented to the council
for consideration at the first meeting in December. Contractor, arborist, house mover, and gaming site
authorizations will be renewed January through June next year. Transient merchant, games of chance,
and special event liquor licenses are issued throughout the year on an as needed basis. Business license
fees are budgeted at $44,546 in the 2025 budget and represent approximately 1% of General Fund
revenue. She acknowledged Cheryl O’Meara, Lindsay Louters, and Todd Johnson for the time and
coordination they contribute to the business licensing process. This item was informational only.

Capital Lease Financing for Motor Grader — refer to Finance Cmt. — Huwe said the 5-year capital
improvement plan includes the purchase of a motor grader to replace the 1997 Champion motor grader.
Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee.

Reminder City Hall Closed on Tuesday, November 11" in Observance of Veteran’s Day

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

Community Development Report —

Trigger Sports BND PACE Loan — refer to Finance Cmt. — DeVries said this was referred at the
previous meeting but since a Finance Committee meeting was not held he would like it referred again.
Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee.

DeVries said the Southern Prairie Activity & Recreation Center (SPARC) requests for proposals has
brought in a good number of proposals for web development for the proposed rec center. A small
committee is narrowing it down and plans to have a recommendation for the Finance Committee to
consider. Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development
Committee.

Regarding upcoming events, DeVries said the annual tree lighting will be held November 25™ with food
being served starting at 5:00 p.m. and the tree lighting at 6:00 p.m. Holiday Lane will also open that
night. Interest has been shown in bringing back the Holiday Lights Parade so DeVries asked that
anyone interested contact him as participation is needed to make this event possible. The proposed date
is Saturday, December 13™ at 6:00 p.m.

LIBRARY DIRECTOR

Library Report — Library Director Bakken reported scheduled programming this week includes story
time and a craft session Wednesday through Friday for anyone who wishes to attend with crafters having
the opportunity to create a card for a Veteran which will be sent to our ND Veteran’s Home in Lisbon.
The library will be closed Tuesday, November 11" in observance of Veteran’s Day. On Saturday,
November 15" a family movie will be shown. Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, the Library Board will
meet November 20™.




POLICE CHIEF

Back the Blue Grant Proceeds — refer to Finance Cmt. — Police Chief Anderson requested this item
be referred. Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development
Committee.

Overnight Parking Ordinance — Update — Anderson stated the City’s Parking Ordinance is in effect
but due the unseasonably warm weather the Police Department will not be citing or giving warnings
however he asked that residents be mindful that if there is a measurable snow event on-street parking
will be prohibited to allow for snow removal.

P25 Radio Sale — refer to PW Cmt. — Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public Works &
Public Safety Committee.

Anderson gave a reminder the Police Department is currently working seat belt saturation.

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR

Public Works Report —

Referrals to PW Cmt.:

Annual Maintenance Certification with NDDOT for Urban Federal Aid Projects — Mayor
Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee.

2024 International Building Codes Adoption — refer to PW Cmt. — Mayor Lambrecht will refer this
item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee.

Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee of the possible Addition of Mixers and
Aerators to Pond #1. Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety
Committee.

Miranowski reported on the Public Works/Street Department tasks/activities in the past few weeks that
have been completed or that are being worked on.

Public Input Meetings for S. Side Street Improvement Proj. ST24-284 — Miranowski said this public
input meeting being held tomorrow on the 4" Street South and 4™ Avenue South Street Reconstruction
Project will begin its open house at 4:30 p.m. with a formal presentation at 5:15 p.m. and questions will
be taken from the public until 6:30 p.m. Discussion held regarding getting updated information
regarding the current projects on social media.

REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Public Works & Public Safety Committee Report

McNary said the Public Works & Public Safety Committee met on October 27 at 4:00 p.m.

Water Tower Artwork — motion to repaint with current design — Motion by McNary, seconded by
Goltz, to proceed with the Wahpeton High School and NDSCS logos on Water Tower #1 and to
repaint with the current image on Water Tower #2. Discussion held regarding which logo would
be used on water tower #2 and it was answered that the logo would remain the same as is currently
there. DeVries suggested a compromise of it just saying ‘WAHPETON’ rather than the previous logo
on that water tower. Further discussion held regarding costs and what image to use. Motion carried
with a roll call vote of 4-3, with McNary, Unruh, Perdue, and Goltz voting ‘aye’; and Schillinger,
Woods, and Bohn voting ‘nay’.

Waste Collection and Disposal Contract — motion to prepare request for proposals — Motion by
McNary, second by Woods, to approve drafting a Request For Proposals for the Waste
Collection & Disposal Contract. Motion carried with a roll call vote of 7-0.



Replacement of 1997 Champion Motor Grader — motion to approve quote from RDO w/5 yr lease
— Motion by McNary, seconded by Woods, to approve awarding the Motor Grader bid to RDO
Equipment Co. in the amount of $327,500, and to enter into a 5-year Capital Lease Agreement.
Bohn questioned if there was a buyout option at the end of the 5-year term, and it was answered that
there was in the amount of $1. Huwe noted the capital lease financing was referred to the Finance
Committee to explore the options. Motion carried with a roll call vote of 7-0.

Building Official Updates

Referrals — See PW Director Report

Bohn asked about an update on the status of Briarwood and Hatting said since the progress agreed upon
has not been met this year she did not feel the city has any other choice but to move forward with the

hearings.

Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee Report (No meeting held Oct. 27, 2025)

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS
The following Committee Meetings were then scheduled:

a. Public Works Committee November 10®, 2025, 4:00 p.m.
b. Finance Committee November 10%, 2025, 5:00 p.m.

Motion to Enter Executive Session Under N.D.C.C. § 44-04-19.1 for attorney consultation or
discussion of contract negotiations strategy —

Land Lease and Joint Powers Agreement Negotiations Related to the Recreation Center Project
*The following agenda item will be discussed in Executive Session pursuant to N.D.C.C. § 44-04-19.1 for
attorney consultation or discussion of contract negotiations. The prohibition on taking final action during
the executive session does not apply to providing guidance or instructions to our attorney or negotiator.

Lambrecht said the next item is on contract negotiations. This item must be discussed in an
executive session. The legal authority for closing this portion of the meeting is North Dakota
Century Code section 44-04-19.1. The topic or purpose of this executive session is for attorney
consultation or discussion. At this time, we will convene in executive session. Motion by Goltz,
seconded by Perdue, to close the meeting at 5:41 p.m. to go into executive session for attorney
consultation or discussion of Land Lease and Joint Powers Agreement Negotiations Related to the
Recreation Center Project, following a short break and moving the meeting to the Community
Room. Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’. The prohibition on taking final action during the
executive session does not apply to providing guidance or instructions to our attorney or
negotiator. No members of the public were present. It was anticipated adjourning the executive
session, and reconvening the open portion of the meeting, at approximately 30 minutes. The
minutes will show that the executive session began at 5:48 p.m. and was attended by: Council
Members Tiana Bohn, Shannon Schillinger, David Woods, Jason Goltz, Kelly McNary, Chad
Perdue, and Cory Unruh. Others present include Mayor Lambrecht, Finance Director Darcie
Huwe, City Assessor Carla Broadland, Public Works Director Dennis Miranowski, City Attorney
Brittany Hatting, Community Development Director Chris DeVries, Finance Assistant Lynelle
Amos, and Wahpeton Parks & Recreation Director Brad Edwardson.

***CLOSED SESSION DISCUSSION OF NOVEMBER 3, 2025%**

Motion by Woods, seconded by Bohn, to come out of closed session and re-open the meeting.
Motion carried with all voting aye’. The minutes will show that the executive session was
adjourned, and the meeting re-opened at 6:20 p.m. Meeting attendees then returned to the City
Council Chambers.



Motion by Goltz, seconded by Schillinger, to adjourn at 6:22 p.m. Motion carried.

Mayor Brett Lambrecht

Lynelle Amos, Finance Assistant



