
Wahpeton City Council 
July 7, 2025 

5:00 p.m. 
 

Present:  Mayor Brett Lambrecht, Council Members Shannon Schillinger, Chad Perdue, David Woods II, 
Jason Goltz, Tiana Bohn, and Cory Unruh 
 
Absent:  Kelly McNary and Renata Fobb 
 
Also Present:  Finance Director Darcie Huwe, Assistant City Attorney Will Budke, Public Works 
Director Dennis Miranowski, City Assessor Carla Broadland, Community Development Director Chris 
DeVries, Police Chief Matthew Anderson, Deputy Police Chief Tim Appell, Engineering Project Manager 
Kyle Rogahn, Finance Assistant Lynelle Amos, and Deputy Auditor Cheryl O’Meara 
 
CALL TO ORDER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Meeting called to order by Mayor Lambrecht.  The pledge of allegiance was then recited.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS/CITIZEN CONCERNS/ETC. 
Mayor Lambrecht expressed appreciation to Cory Unruh/Little Unny’s Fireworks and the Wahpeton Fire 
Department for the successful annual fireworks display that was postponed to Saturday, July 5th due to the 
weather. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS (presented by the Mayor) –  
     Approval of minutes of regular meeting held June 16, 2025 
     Games of Chance Licenses, Site Authorizations & Special Permits: None          
     Presentation/Approval of Reports 
         Open Meetings & Open Records Memo from City Attorney 
         LAWA Funding Update 
         Legacy Lakes Proj. ST21-263 Facility Plan 
         
Mayor Lambrecht asked if there were any items to be removed from the consent agenda and there were 
none.  Motion by Goltz, seconded by Bohn, to approve the Consent Agenda items as presented.  
Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.  
 
REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICERS AND STAFF 
FINANCE DIRECTOR 
2025 Appointments – Huwe explained the Board and Commission appointments are typically effective 
July 1 of each year to coordinate with the City Council election cycle and requested the Council confirm 
the following appointments to the various committees as follows: Airport Authority: Brian Steeves to a 
term ending 2030, and confirmation of Cheryl O’Meara as the Airport Authority Clerk; Planning 
Commission: Damon DeVillers and Jesse Sedler to terms ending 2030; Convention and Visitors 
Bureau: John Higdon and Becky Truesdell to terms ending 2029; Zoning Board of Adjustment: Mike 
Bassingthwaite for term ending 2028, with a Vacant position for term ending 2026, and two Vacant 
positions with terms ending 2028; and Library Board: Vacant Council Rep position for terms ending 
2028.  Huwe said there are three vacancies on the Zoning Board of Adjustment, and appointments and/or 
reappointments pending for the Special Assessment Commission and Library Board Council 
Representative positions.  She asked that anyone interested in serving on any of these boards with 
vacancies to contact her at City Hall.  Motion by Perdue, seconded by Woods, to approve confirming 
the appointments to the various committees as presented.  Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’. 
 
 
 



ND State Auditor’s Office Proposal for Subsequent Single Audit Event 
Huwe explained during the 2023 and 2024 financial audit process Widmer Roel LLP found Drinking 
Water State Revolving Loan Fund draws that were made and reported in 2023 were for expenses incurred 
in 2022 effecting the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards (SEFA) included in the 2022 Financial 
Statements.  This triggered a subsequent event notification from the City to the ND State Auditor’s 
Office.  The estimated cost to open and conduct a single audit for federal funds in the 2022 financial 
statements is $9,100.  The financing was related to the Eastside Sanitary Sewer Project Phase B, the total 
project cost was $7,691,141 with the permanent financing as follows: ND DWSRF: $826,662 (federal 
funds all drawn in 2023); ND CWSRF: $2,487,150 (not federal funds); and Local Sales Tax: $4,377,329.  
Historically, loan draws have been timed to meet cash flow needs and lessen interest expenses on 
borrowed funds.  We frequently draw less than the loan approved amount and attempt to lessen the 
amounts special assessed and/or funded by utility rates by using local sales tax dollars as available rather 
than borrowed funds.  For this reason, we historically reported federal funds when drawn not expended.  
Going forward we will draw funds each December for current year expenses to ensure the timing of 
federal funding coincides with the year expended rather than when the federal funds are received.  
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Unruh, to approve the proposal from the ND State Auditor’s Office 
to provide Federal Single Audit Services for fiscal year 2022 in an amount not to exceed $9,100.  
Discussion held.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0. 
 
Legacy Lakes Proj. ST21-263 Project Resolutions –  
Huwe said the project formerly known as Homestead has evolved to Legacy Lakes.  It has been 
reconfigured with new property ownership requiring a refresh of the Resolution Approving the Engineer’s 
Report and the Resolution authorizing the City Engineering Project Manager to apply for funding through 
the Clean Water Act and or Safe Drinking Water Act.  A spelling error in the resolution caption was noted 
and will be corrected.  
 

Council member Perdue offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 3921 
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WAHPETON RELATING TO 

AUTHORIZATION TO FILE AN APPLICATION WITH THE NORTH DAKOTA 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY FOR A LOAN UNDER THE  

CLEAN WATER ACT AND/OR SAFE DRINKING WATER ACT  
(Legacy Lakes Project No. ST21-263) 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Goltz.  
Motion carried with a roll call vote 6-0. 
 
Council member Perdue offered the following and moved its adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 3922 

RESOLUTION RECEIVING AND APPROVING 
ENGINEER'S REPORT FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN  
STREET AND UTILITIES IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 

 (Legacy Lakes Project No. ST21-263) 
 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Goltz.  
Motion carried with a roll call vote 6-0. 
 
Legislative Changes, Subsequent Ordinance & Policy Recommendations – refer to Finance Cmt. – 
Huwe reported she and Mayor Lambrecht attended the ND League of Cities Regional Meeting in West 
Fargo on June 26th.  Among the topics discussed implementation of new tax levy regulations, public 
comment at public meetings, and administration of local gaming were noted as requiring adoption of 
policies and/or amendment of existing ordinances.  Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Finance, 
Personnel & Economic Development Committee. 



 
2026 Preliminary Budget Update – refer to Finance Cmt. – Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to 
the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee. 
 
Huwe said Dakota Hurd has purchased land in the Northside Industrial Park for Hemp Processing.  We 
have received a request related to the purchase agreement from one of the owners of Dakota Hurd which 
she would like reviewed by the Finance Committee.  Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Finance, 
Personnel & Economic Development Committee. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Community Enhancement Cmt. Recommendation – After a recent meeting of the Community 
Enhancement Committee, DeVries said they are proposing to partner with the Three Rivers Arts Council 
and approved $23,000 for the betterment of the building at the southwest corner of Dakota Avenue and 5th 
Street South, the former Bank of the West building, which has plans for a proposed movie theater and 
stage.  Lambrecht made a correction that the partnership should be with the Red Door Art Gallery and 
Museum.  Funding would be from the 1% restaurant tax.  Motion by Goltz, seconded by Schillinger, to 
approve $23,000 from the 1% Restaurant Tax to partner with the Red Door Art Gallery and 
Museum for betterments to the Building on the Southwest Corner of Dakota Avenue and 5th Street 
South, the former Bank of the West building, as recommend by the Community Enhancement 
Committee.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0.  DeVries added that there are other good things 
happening along Dakota Avenue with buildings that are being renovated, preparing to be occupied 
possibly by the end of the summer or this fall. 
 
Community Development Report – This edition of the Win Column featured “Take That, Mother 
Nature” depicting the successful 4th of July events despite the uncooperative weather and having to 
postpone the fireworks one day.  DeVries said the family activities the afternoon of July 4th were 
moderately attended due in part to the extreme heat, but some families attended to enjoy the live music, 
yard games and face painting.  The Border Battle baseball game had a good crowd despite having to be 
moved up to 3:00 p.m.  The fireworks postponed to July 5th also saw very good attendance.  DeVries 
expressed appreciation and thanks to those who helped to make the event a success, including Wahpeton 
Parks & Recreation, Wahpeton Fire Department, and Little Unny’s Fireworks along with all the sponsors 
for the fireworks who make the event possible.   
 
DeVries reported upcoming events in Wahpeton include a newly formed Riverbed Community Theater 
organizational meeting on July 10th at the Red Door Art Gallery.  Borderline Chalkfest will take place this 
weekend, July 12th and 13th, with artist renderings and a Color Run.  Headwaters Music Festival is 
scheduled for July 16th – 20th.  A 9U Cal Ripken baseball tournament is scheduled for July 31st – August 
3rd bringing a lot of visitors to Wahpeton.   
 
Goltz asked for an update on the former M&H lot Brownfield remediation, which Miranowski provided 
saying there is still work to be done.  
 
POLICE CHIEF REPORT 
Police Dept. Q2 Report – Police Chief Anderson reported that through June 30, 2025 the PD has 
responded to 3,734 calls for service which about an 11.5% deference from this time last year, and of those 
calls for service overdoses are down, assaults and domestics have decreased, thefts and shoplifting have 
decreased, frauds and scams continue to increase, mental health calls continue to rise at an alarming rate, 
traffic accidents have increased, there have been 27 DUI arrests, investigations have had 28 total cases 
with 9 open cases and 14 cases assigned this quarter with 7 open that are either pending or at different 
stages of investigation,  narcotics/task force has closed 4 cases with 10 open or pending cases, there were 
3 use of force instances handled with an appropriate level of force and 10 show of force incidents.  
 



Anderson gave a reminder of the street closure of the 100 Block of 4th Street North and the 400 Block of 
2nd Avenue North for Chalkfest on July 12th and 13th, with streets open about 8:00pm on Sunday.  
 
Fireworks Calls for Service Overview 6/27 – 7/5/25 – Anderson reported there were 6 calls for service 
during this time with 3 of them initiated by a police officer driving around taking action if they were 
outside the hours of the ordinance and 3 complaints received from the public, two for being past 11 pm 
and there was one for fireworks in the public roadway for fireworks being thrown out of a car.  There was 
one after July 5th for fireworks being ignited on NDSCS property.  The officers went around earlier in the 
evening being very proactive and the people they talked to were pretty receptive, so Anderson felt it 
worked, feeling 6 calls for service was doable.   
 
MidStates Wireless Equipment Purchase – Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public Works 
& Public Safety Committee. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
Public Works Report – 
BDSGC Intake Structure Relocation Proj. SS23-276 Final Change Order & Pay Application – 
Rogahn explained the final pay application and balancing change order for the Bois de Sioux Golf Course 
intake structure relocation project had a final contract price of $383,246 which was a decrease of $9,830 
from the original contract price due to some quantity under runs for the project.  Motion by Woods, 
seconded by Goltz, to approve the Final Pay Application and Balancing Change Order for the Bois 
de Sioux Golf Course Intake Structure Relocation Project SS23-276 with a final contract price of 
$383,246, a decrease of $9,830.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0. 
  
Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee of an Engineering Agreement with 
Interstate Engineering Inc. for Traffic Modeling of Signals on Dakota Avenue and the 210 Bypass.  
Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee. 
 
Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee to Apply for Flex Funding through the ND 
DOT.  Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee. 
 
Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee of Discussion of a Water Main Extension on 
4th Avenue North and Service Line Extension/Water Main Extension at 416 4th Avenue North.  
Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee. 
 
Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee of Final Pay Application and Balancing 
Change Order for East Central and Southeast Street Improvement Project.  Mayor Lambrecht will 
refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee. 
 
Miranowski reported on the Public Works/Street Department tasks/activities in the past few weeks that 
have been completed or that are being worked on.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR & COUNCIL 
Recreation Center Project Updates – Lambrecht reported there is a meeting scheduled for next week 
regarding JLG Architects.   
 
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
Public Works & Public Safety Committee Report 
Woods said the Public Works & Public Safety Committee met on June 23rd at 4:00 p.m. 
 

Basis of Design Report Well/Booster Station Project W19-251 – motion to approve – Motion by 
Woods, seconded by Perdue, to approve the Basis of Design Report for the Well/Booster Station 
Project W19-251.  Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’. 
 



 
Professional Services Agreement with Interstate Engineering for Hughes Dr. Proj. ST25-292 – 
motion to approve $110,730 – Motion by Woods, second by Goltz, to approve the Professional 
Engineering Services Agreement with Interstate Engineering for the Hughes Drive Improvements 
Project ST25-292 in the amount of $110,730.  Discussion held regarding the project.  Motion carried 
with a roll call vote of 6-0. 
 
Replacement of S04-1 2004 Sterling Plow Truck & Wing – motion to approve $277,463 – Motion by 
Woods, seconded by Perdue, to approve the replacement of S04-1 2004 Sterling Plow Truck & 
Wing in the amount of $277,463 with funding from the Special Street Maintenance Fund.  Motion 
carried with a roll call vote of 6-0. 
 
Architectural Services for Recreation Center – motion to proceed to negotiate – Motion by Woods, 
second by Unruh, to approve allowing staff to proceed to negotiate the Design Service Agreement 
with JLG Architects for a Wellness/Recreation Center.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0. 
 
Tree Equity Grant – motion to approve – Motion by Woods, second by Goltz, to approve accepting 
the Tree Equity Grant in the amount of $36,496.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0. 
 
2026 Communications Contract with Richland County – motion to approve $33,915.80 – Motion 
by Woods, seconded by Bohn, to approve the 2026 Communications Contract with Richland 
County in the amount of $33,915.80.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0. 
 
Traffic Fines – Resolution 3920 –  
 

Council member Woods offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 3920 
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING 2025 

WAHPETON POLICE DEPT.  
TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS & INFRACTIONS FINES 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Goltz.  
Motion carried with a roll call vote 6-0. 
 
Building Official Updates 
 
Yard Junk & Clutter 
 
Referrals – See PW Director Report 
 
Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee Report 
Bohn said the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee met June 23rd at 5:00 p.m. 
  

Colliers Proposal for Sales Tax Bond Issuance – motion to approve – Motion by Bohn, seconded by 
Goltz, to approve the Colliers Securities LLC Underwriter Disclosure Agreement for the Sales Tax 
Revenue Bonds Series 2025.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0. 
 
Toyne Fire Truck Required Equip. Contract Change Order – motion to approve $42,249 – Motion 
by Bohn, seconded by Schillinger, to approve the M & T Fire and Safety estimate 14002 in the 
amount of $42,249 for the required equipment inventory for the 2025 Spartan Pumper Truck.  
Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0. 
 
Public Defender Contract – discussion – Bohn said this item will remain on the agenda for further 
discussion. 



 
Referrals 
 
SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
The following Committee Meetings were then scheduled: 
 

a. Public Works Committee  July 14th, 2025 4:00 p.m. 
b. Finance Committee  July 14th, 2025 5:00 p.m. 

 
Motion by Goltz, seconded by Schillinger, to adjourn at 5:53 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
____________________________________ 
Mayor Brett Lambrecht 
 
____________________________________ 
Lynelle Amos, Finance Assistant 


