
Wahpeton City Council 
July 21, 2025  

5:00 p.m. 
 

Present:  Mayor Brett Lambrecht, Council Members Shannon Schillinger, Chad Perdue, David Woods 
II, Tiana Bohn, Kelly McNary, Renata Fobb (remotely), and Cory Unruh 
 
Absent:  Jason Goltz 
 
Also Present:  Finance Director Darcie Huwe, City Attorney Brittany Hatting, Public Works Director 
Dennis Miranowski, City Assessor Carla Broadland, Community Development Director Chris DeVries, 
Library Director Melissa Bakken, Police Chief Matthew Anderson, Deputy Police Chief Tim Appell, 
Finance Assistant Lynelle Amos, and Deputy Auditor Cheryl O’Meara 
 
CALL TO ORDER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Meeting called to order by Mayor Brett Lambrecht.  The pledge of allegiance was recited.  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS/CITIZEN CONCERNS/ETC. 
Limiting the Use of Fireworks – resident Jim McKinnon – Jim McKinnon of 424 7th St N addressed 
the current City fireworks ordinance, the opportunities and concerns regarding safety of constituents, 
property and environment, noise decibel levels, non-compliance of City ordinance, debris from 
fireworks in streets and yards, unknown and black market fireworks, unequal rights, quality of life and 
well-being.  He proposed that the fireworks ordinance be changed to one day being July 4th only from 
noon until 11:59 p.m., unaltering the days of sale from June 27th and ending July 5th, both days 
inclusive.   He encouraged an immediate decision without delay be made in this matter as it has been an 
issue for multiple years.  Lambrecht addressed some of the concerns, noting last year the change was 
made from 4:00 to 11:00 so the council has taken the matter into consideration recently. 
 
Preserving the Use of Fireworks – resident Finn Abrahamson – Finn Abrahamson of 509 Western 
Road then addressed the Council, questioning if they are considering putting more restrictions on 
fireworks or banning them which Lambrecht answered that a survey was done last year and a lot of 
comments were received but right now there is nothing proposed so no action would be taken tonight.  
Abrahamson stated he is pro-government and expressed his views regarding citizen’s rights and 
preserving the right to use fireworks.  He asked that he be contacted regarding any future meetings 
where fireworks use or restrictions is going to be discussed.   
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS (presented by Mayor Lambrecht) –  
     Approval of minutes of regular meeting held July 7, 2025 
     Games of Chance Licenses, Site Authorizations & Special Permits:  
         NDSCS Foundation Cat Backers Letterwinners Club – Site Authorization at Blikre Activities  
         Center 
         NDSCS Foundation Cat Backers Letterwinners Club – Site Authorization at the Wahpeton  
         Events Center 
         Other Games of Chance and/or Special Permits: 
         Operation Zero – Raffle Permit 
         AFSP Richland Wilkin Out of the Darkness Walk – Raffle Permit 
         Knights of Columbus #2205 – Raffle Permit 
         Red River Area Sportsmen’s Club – Raffle Permit 
                                       
     Presentation/Approval of Reports 
         June 2025 Bill Pay Report $985,386.56 (see below) 
         June 2025 Financial Statements 



                  
Mayor Lambrecht asked if there were any items to be removed from the consent agenda and there were 
none.  Motion by Woods, seconded by McNary, to approve the Consent Agenda items as 
presented.  Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.  
 
REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICERS AND STAFF 
FINANCE DIRECTOR 
Pledge of Assets and Designation of Depositories – Huwe said North Dakota Century Code requires a 
listing of the depositories, deposits and pledged assets by each financial institution designated for 
deposit of City funds.  The total funds on deposit as of 6/30/25 were $29,609,625 reflecting an increase 
in cash on hand of $6,190,274 over the same time last year primarily attributed to less construction 
activity year to date and cash savings retained for future projects such as Legacy Lakes and the 
Wellfield Relocation.  The pledges of assets from each of the depositories adequately cover the cash 
deposits on hand.   
The Total Pledges and Requested Designated Depositories as of June 30, 2025 are:

Federal Government 
General Ledger Securities or Additional Collateralized

Designated Depository Funds on Deposit FDIC/NCUA Letter of Credit Qualified Sweep Pledged Collatera Total
American Federal Bank none n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Bell State Bank & Trust 3,095,943     250,000        n/a 3,095,943         n/a 3,345,943     
Bremer Bank 9,113,537     250,000        n/a 9,500,000         1,974,220      11,724,220  
Bremer Investment Trust 12,652,075  n/a n/a 12,652,075      n/a 12,652,075  
First Community Credit Union none n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Gate City Fed Savings Bank none n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Peoples State Bank none n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
Wells Fargo Bank 4,748,070     250,000        n/a 4,748,070         n/a 4,998,070     

29,609,625  750,000        -                29,996,088      1,974,220      32,720,308   
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Perdue, to approve the Designation of Depositories and Pledges of 
Assets as presented.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 7-0. 
 
BND Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund Financing Approval/Acceptance for West Central 
Streets Proj. ST24-287 $1,808,000 – Huwe explained the Bank of North Dakota has approved the 
Infrastructure Loan Fund Application submitted for the West Central Streets Project ST24-287 in the 
amount of $1,808,000.  Motion by Woods, seconded by Schillinger, to approve authorization to sign 
and submit the Infrastructure Revolving Loan Fund Financing acceptance letter to the Bank of 
North Dakota.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 7-0. 
 
Electrical Repairs at Bois de Sioux Golf Clubhouse – refer to PW Cmt. – Huwe said the City has 
received an invoice from Southern Valley Electric, Inc. in the amount of $1,409.91 for repairs at the golf 
clubhouse following the April 13th electrical fire.  Expenditures greater than $1,000 require review by 
the Public Works Committee.  Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public Works & Public 
Safety Committee. 
 
Hub Compensation Study – refer to Finance Cmt. – Huwe said Hub has provided updated paygrades 
and ranges.  Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development 
Committee. 
 
2026 Preliminary Budget Update – refer to Finance Cmt. – Huwe said the 2026 Budget continues to 
be a work in progress.  The Finance Cmt. will make a recommendation on the property tax levy, a key 
part of the revenue forecast, later in the meeting.  Several additional items are still being researched 
before the draft preliminary budget will be ready.  Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Finance, 
Personnel & Economic Development Committee. 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 



Community Development Report – DeVries reported updates have been made to the City’s website so 
all information should be current now.   
 
DeVries requested a Placer AI Program update be referred to the Finance Committee.  Mayor Lambrecht 
will refer this item to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee. 
 
This issue of the Win Column featured information on the proposed Riverbend Community Theater 
group. 
 
DeVries reported several applications for the tree grants for tree removal were submitted and the tree 
grant has been received.  They are now getting bids for contractors.  He and Mayor Lambrecht are doing 
some finalizing and once they receive the bids from contractors and award that bid they will let 
applicants know what their share would be for that grant which is a 50/50 grant.   
 
DeVries encouraged people to be in town the weekend of August 23rd and 24th.  On August 23rd the Fine 
Arts Festival will be held from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and on August 24th the NDSCS Block Party will 
be held from 4:30-7:00 p.m.   
 
DeVries then provided updates on the various committees with which he is involved.  The Planning 
Commission will be having discussions regarding the Legacy Lakes project.  The Community 
Enhancement Committee, who oversees the 1% Restaurant Tax, are talking about a number of things 
including the theater downtown and are also doing some marketing over social media to bring 
businesses to Wahpeton.  At their meeting next week, they will be talking about the green space 
downtown as there is an individual who would like to make donations towards its development.  The 
Convention and Visitors Bureau is busy as they provide funding of events in Wahpeton such as 
Chalkfest, Headwaters Music Festival, the Fall Festival, and the fireworks on July 4th.  They also 
provide visitor bags for local events.  There will be a baseball tournament the weekend of July 31st 
bringing many visitors to Wahpeton for the four day event.  He then shared communications from a man 
who had visited Wahpeton recently and was so impressed by the community would like to move here if 
he found employment in his profession.  Robert Cade then provided an update on Operation Zero which 
will be held August 16th, giving event details and talking about the organization.   
 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR 
Library Report – Bakken reported this is the last week of the Summer Reading Program.  Participants 
have until Friday to turn in their information and points earned to qualify for prize drawings.  Other 
happenings at the library include story time and a movie on Tuesday, a preschool program and teen final 
program on Wednesday, and the Library Board will meet Thursday.  Next Wednesday Leach Library is 
collaborating with the Breckenridge Public Library to offer a discounted afternoon at the zoo by 
showing your library card.  Those participating will enjoy the zoo, receive a free book, do animal 
themed crafts, have story time with the librarians, and go on a scavenger hunt.  The event is limited to 
150 participants.   
 
POLICE CHIEF 
Police Dept. Report – Police Chief Anderson presented a street closure request for approval for 
Operation Zero.  Motion by Bohn, seconded by Perdue, to approve the request for Street Closure 
on August 16th, 2025 of the 300 Block of Dakota Avenue from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and the 400 
Block of Dakota Avenue from 11:00 a.m. until 1:00 a.m. for Operation Zero.  Motion carried with 
all voting ‘aye’. 
 
Anderson also presented a street closure request for approval for the Fine Arts Festival.  Motion by 
Schillinger, seconded by Woods, to approve the request for Street Closure on August 23rd of the 
400 Block of 1st Avenue North from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. for the Fine Arts Festival.  Motion 
carried with all voting ‘aye’. 



 
Anderson requested Special Event Street Closure Policy be referred to the Public Works Committee.  
Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
Public Works Report – 
Referrals to PW Cmt.: 
Vector Control Report and Update – Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public Works & 
Public Safety Committee. 
 
Approval Plans & Specs for Vector Control Building – Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the 
Public Works & Public Safety Committee. 
 
Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee of the Architectural Services Agreement 
with JLG Architects for the Recreation Center.  Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public 
Works & Public Safety Committee. 
 
Miranowski reported on the Public Works/Street Department tasks/activities in the past few weeks that 
have been completed or that are being worked on.  Miranowski was then asked to provide an 
explanation of the conditions that affect mosquito spraying.    
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR & COUNCIL –  
Lambrecht read correspondence from a resident recognizing what a good job the street sweeper is doing.  
  
Recreation Center Project Updates – City Attorney Hatting requested referral to the Finance 
Committee of a potential agreement with the North Dakota Community Foundation regarding them 
being the fiscal agent for the proposed recreation/wellness center.  Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item 
to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee. 
 

(Fobb no longer attending remotely) 
 

REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
Public Works & Public Safety Committee Report 
McNary said the Public Works & Public Safety Committee met on July 14th at 4:00 p.m. 
Mid-States Wireless Equip. Purchase – motion to approve $22,500 – Motion by McNary, second by 
Woods, to approve the purchase of two hand-held radios and two base stations for the Police 
Department from Motorola Solutions, up to the amount of $22,500 from the Capital 
Improvements Fund.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0. 
 
Traffic Signal Evaluation Professional Services Agreement with Interstate Engineering – motion 
to approve $34,510 – Motion by McNary, second by Unruh, to approve the Engineering Agreement 
with Interstate Engineering for the Dakota Avenue & 210 By-Pass Traffic Signal Upgrades in the 
amount of $34,510 from the Special Street Maintenance Fund.  Motion carried with a roll call vote 
of 6-0. 
 
Final Pay Application and Balancing Change Order for the East Central & SE Proj. ST23-278 – 
motion to approve change of ($152,443.85) and final payment of $6,941.64 – Motion by McNary, 
seconded by Woods, to approve the Final Pay Application & Balancing Change Order for the East 
Central & Southeast Street Improvements Project ST23-278 to Central Specialties, Inc. in the 
amount of ($152,443.85) and final payment of $6,941.64.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-
0. 
 



Concrete Repairs Adjacent to Hughes Dr. – motion to approve estimate from Northern Improvement 
Co. $15,620 with contingencies – Due to potential drainage problems this item will be tabled. 
 
Building Official Updates 
 
Yard, Junk and Clutter - discussion 
 
Referrals – See PW Director Report 
 
Executive Session to Consult an Attorney under NDCC44-04-19.1 
 
Water Main Extension at 4th Ave. & Water Service Line at 416 4th Ave. N. – discussion 
 
Water Agreement with SE Rural Water – motion to approve – Motion by McNary, seconded by 
Perdue, to approve the Bulk Water Purchase Agreement with SERWU (South East Rural Water 
Users).  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0.  
 
Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee Report 
Bohn said the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee met July 14th at 5:00 p.m. 
Legislative Changes, Subsequent Ordinance & Policy Recommendations – motion to approve 
Public Comment Policy – Motion by Schillinger, seconded by Unruh, for the preliminary approval 
of the Public Comment Policy as presented.  Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’. 
 
Dakota Hurd Project Update – motion to approve one-year extension – Motion by Schillinger, 
seconded by Unruh, to approve the request from Dakota Hurd/Valley Fiber Processing, Inc. for a 
one-year extension on the City’s Reversion for Failure to Construct.  Motion carried with a roll 
call vote of 6-0. 
 
2026 Preliminary Budget Update – motion to approve preliminary tax levy – Motion by Schillinger, 
seconded by Woods, to approve the Preliminary Certificate of Levy of $2,353,464, the equivalent 
of 81.87 mills.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0. 
 
Public Defender Contract - discussion 
   
Referrals 
 
June 2025 Bill Pay Report  
DISBURSEMENTS FUND                                   ACCOUNTS PAYABLE                 PAYROLL & GL              TOTAL 
101 GENERAL FUND $352,456.24 $81,917.23 $434,373.47 
201 WATER OPERATING FUND $76,130.99 $55,707.52 $131,838.51 
202 SANITARY SEWER OPERATING FUND $54,453.62 $37,854.07 $92,307.69 
203 WASTE REMOVAL OPERATING FUND $35,614.01 $2,660.80 $38,274.81 
204 WASTE REDUCTION FUND $3,911.97  $3,911.97 
205 VECTOR CONTROL FUND $7,666.30 $5,663.06 $13,329.36 
206 STREET LIGHTING $16,404.87  $16,404.87 
207 STORM WATER UTILITY $7,172.36  $7,172.36 
209 LIBRARY LEVY FUND $4,746.63 $19,388.46 $24,135.09 
216 AIRPORT 4-MILL LEVY FUND  $1,076.26 $1,076.26 
233 REAL ESTATE LEVY FUND $230.00  $230.00 
234 SPECIAL STREET MAINT FUND $21,482.24  $21,482.24 
236 LEVEE MAINTENANCE $4,037.94 $20,083.96 $24,121.90 
253 METER DEPOSITS TRUST FUND $56.41  $56.41 
271 ECONOMIC DEVEL DEPT FUND $582.49 $14,692.02 $15,274.51 
303 MISCELLANEOUS FUND $19.96  $19.96 
315 TAX INCREMENT FUND $1,250.00  $1,250.00 
318 WEED MAINT LEVY FUND $761.25  $761.25 
319 LODGING TAX FUND $13,856.74  $13,856.74 
320 SALES TAX OPERATING FUND $46,166.19  $46,166.19 
321 SALES TAX RESERVE FUND $1,020.00  $1,020.00 
324 SALES TAX MINI MATCH RSRV FUND $17,058.74  $17,058.74 



325 SALES TAX H.E.L.P. HOUSING FUND $13,074.91  $13,074.91 
326 REVOLVING LOAN FUND $24,416.67  $24,416.67 
329 BULL RIDING EVENT $33.90  $33.90 
330 JULY 4TH FIREWORKS $330.12  $330.12 
365 PD SPEC EQUIP SINKING FUND $959.00  $959.00 
393 1% RESTAURANT TAX FUND $15,975.77  $15,975.77 
401 BDSGC CART SUBLEASE $6,488.00  $6,488.00 
659 RIVER POINTE ACRES $20.00  $20.00 
672 8TH AVE. N PROJ. ST19-248 $1,705.38  $1,705.38 
675 WELL FIELD RECLO PROJ W19-251 $4,606.48  $4,606.48 
681 LEGACY LAKES ST21-263 $13,654.00   $13,654.00 
TOTAL $746,343.18 $239,043.38 $985,386.56 
 
SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
The following Committee Meetings were then scheduled: 
 

a. Public Works Committee  July 28, 2025,  4:00 p.m. 
b. Finance Committee  July 28, 2025,  5:00 p.m.  

 
Motion by McNary, seconded by Perdue, to adjourn at 5:58 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
________________________________ 
Mayor Brett Lambrecht 
 
________________________________ 
Lynelle Amos, Finance Assistant 


