Wahpeton City Council
January §, 2026
5:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor Brett Lambrecht, Council Members Shannon Schillinger, Chad Perdue, Jason Goltz,
and Tiana Bohn.

Absent: Kelly McNary, Cory Unruh, and David Woods

Also Present: Finance Director Darcie Huwe, City Attorney Brittany Hatting, Public Works Director
Dennis Miranowski, City Assessor Carla Broadland, Community Development Director Chris DeVries,
Library Director Melissa Bakken, Police Chief Matthew Anderson, Deputy Police Chief Tim Appell,
Public Utilities Assistant Tony Lopez, and Public Works Assistant Lindsay. Approximately twenty
members of the public were also in attendance.

CALL TO ORDER — PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Meeting called to order by Mayor Lambrecht. The pledge of allegiance was then recited.

PUBLIC HEARINGS/CITIZEN COMMENTS/ETC.

Oaths of Office — Wahpeton Police Dept. New Officers Police Chief Anderson provided an
introduction and administered Oath of Office to recently hired Wahpeton Police Officers Kylen
Athey and Zachary Manock who were congratulated and welcomed by a round of applause.

Infinity Center Update — Bruce Yaggie provided a presentation titled SPARC & Infinity Center Two
Doors — One Vision. Yaggie described SPARC as a community hub for events and activities that foster
community connection and engagement. The Infinity Center features facilities for tournaments and
recreation. Yaggie reviewed the amenities, building layout and projected project costs. Phase 1
estimated at $11,432,377 followed by Phase 2 at $10,113,375 for a total project of $21,545,752. The
group is seeking an additional $3,000,000 from the State of Minnesota Bonding Fund to initiate
construction on the entire project. Amenities include space for commercial tenants, a full-size sheet of
ice and court space for three basketball courts and four pickleball courts. Additional amenities include
batting cages and a tennis court. Yaggie emphasized one of the goals of the Infinity Center is to provide
access to training facilities currently only available in Fargo. Yaggie also stated the Blades hockey
program will be relocated to the Infinity Center. Additional court space will be conducive to providing
sports tournaments with economic impact benefitting Wahpeton and Breckenridge. The operations costs
will be funded using a “pay to play” model noting the SPARC and Infinity Center complement one
another, not duplicate services. Council member Goltz asked if Yaggie thinks the SPARC should not
include basketball or pickleball courts. Yaggie responded he is all for courts space if there is court space
exclusively reserved for member use as the SPARC will be a membership facility in his perspective.
Goltz asked of the $21 million dollar project, outside of the $4 million in state funding how much of the
remaining $17 million has been raised. Yaggie responded just over half. Goltz asked if the building site
was donated or purchased, Yaggie responded donated. Mayor Lambrecht thanked Yaggie for his work
on the project.

Mayor Lambrecht asked if there were any citizen comments or concerns, the following individuals
addressed the Council in reference to the recreation center (SPARC). Dr. Garret Schwinghammer,
Clinical Director/Chiropractor at Healing Arts Chiropractic spoke in support of the project including all
the proposed amenities, stating this type of facility is essential to attracting and retaining young families
in Wahpeton.

Brad Edwardson, Director of Wahpeton Parks and Recreation addressed the council to correct
misinformation that had been disseminated regarding the Park Board’s official stance on the proposed
recreation center following the Dec. 17" joint meeting of the Council and Park Board. Edwardson stated



the Park Board is not out to change anything, statements on the proposed amenities are based on the
citizen input and feedback on recreational services received by the Park District. The approved 1% sales
tax will not fund a $32 million dollar facility, amenities proposed in the concept will not be included in
the initial project, speculations of including additional sales tax funds should not be considered.
Alternative sites were only presented as the negotiations with NDSCS appeared to have failed, the Park
Board supports the facility being built at any site where it fits although they will not agree to operating
concessions that jeopardize the financial sustainability of the facility. The Park Board has sought
alternatives to keep the project development process moving forward, they intend to operate the facility
and should have a voice in the project. Edwardson requested the inaccurate statements posted on social
media be corrected, and an oversite committee of elected officials of the Council and Park Board be
appointed quickly to keep the project moving forward.

Council member Goltz stated Wahpeton Parks and Recreation is the expert on recreation in our
community, noting the Dec. 17" joint meeting was the first time the Council and Park Board have met to
discuss the project. Goltz affirmed Parks and Recreation should have input on the project; he expressed
disappointment in the misinformation disseminated following the Dec. 17" meeting. Goltz explained the
vote was for a 1% sales tax, not for specific amenities or a specific location. The council needs to
approve a budget and decide what is fiscally responsible, adding this is a large complex project and it
will take the council time to work through tough decisions. Goltz also stated we live in a community
where nearly half of the students live below the poverty level, Wahpeton ranks near the bottom of
household income in the State of ND. As a council member, he will make sure the council pursues this
project in a responsible manner. Lambrecht stated the city is working on a website for the SPARC
project and should provide a clear sole source of information about the project.

Shelley Tollefson, Director of the Wahpeton Senior Center addressed the council to support the concept
of the Rec Center, saying the success of the vote was based on a promise of the SPARC concept.
Tollefson reiterated the importance of providing a space for engagement and exercise for all ages,
including our elderly residents. Tollefson added that a well-designed rec center can be a key factor in
attracting new residents to our community that will contribute to our economic and social vitality.
Tollefson urged the council to remember the successful vote was contingent upon the comprehensive
concept presented, any departure from the plan would be a disservice to the voters and a betrayal of the
trust placed in the council. She concluded with staying true to the original vision and delivering the rec
center people have asked for that serves all ages and attracts new opportunities to our town. Mayor
Lambrecht summarized stating it is time to proceed with the community center concept approved in the
2021 citizens survey.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS (presented by the Mayor) —
Approval of minutes of regular meeting held December 15, 2025
Approval of minutes of joint meeting held with Wahpeton Park Board December 17, 2025
Games of Chance Licenses, Site Authorizations & Special Permits: none

Presentation/Approval of Reports
Running for City Office 2026
Primary Residence Property Tax Credit

Mayor Lambrecht asked if there were any items to be removed from the consent agenda and there were
none. Motion by Goltz, seconded by Perdue, to approve the Consent Agenda items as presented.
Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.

REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICERS AND STAFF

FINANCE DIRECTOR

2025 Fiscal Year End Transfers — refer to Finance Cmt. — Huwe said as part of the city’s fiscal year
end and preparation of the final financial statements a reconciliation of budgeted expenditures to actual




costs is prepared. We plan to leave accounts payable open until January 15% to accommodate the timing
of the first and third Mondays in 2026. The timing will impact preparation of the final year-end financial
statements including the final fund transfers. Projections will be provided for preliminary review with
the final amounts being presented for ratification at the first meeting in February. Mayor Lambrecht will
refer this item to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee.

2025 Budget Amendments — refer to Finance Cmt. — Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the
Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee.

Bois de Sioux Golf Club Irrigation System Proposal — refer to Finance Cmt. — Huwe said the Bois
de Sioux Golf Club is seeking input on a public private partnership to upgrade and replace the golf
course irrigation system. Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Finance, Personnel & Economic
Development Committee.

Jan. 27" Special Election — Huwe said absentee ballots are available at City Hall for the January 27%
Special Election. The sample ballot and election information are available on the city website. City Hall
can be contacted with any questions.

General Election June 9, 2026, Information — Huwe said City elections are held in the even
numbered years opposite of the legislative sessions. The 2026 City Election is scheduled for June 9.
Contests on the June ballot include Mayor, Ward 1, Ward 3, and (2) At-large positions. The ballot will
also include 3 At-large Park Board commissioners. Information and the required filing forms are
available on the city’s website — and at City Hall. Candidate filings are due to City Hall by 4:00 PM on
April 6™,

City Hall Closed Monday, January 19" in observation of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day

ASSESSOR/BUILDING CODES

Primary Residence Property Tax Credit — Broadland — City Assessor Broadland provided a
reminder to property owners to file for the primary residence tax credit between Jan. 1% and April 1%, If
anyone needs assistance or additional information they may contact Broadland at City Hall.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

Community Development Report — Community Development Director DeVries provided an update
from the Planning Commission meeting including project updates on a proposed multi-family project
and the bid opening in February for the Legacy Lakes project. The Convention & Visitors Bureau is
considering planning sports tournaments to facilitate tourism throughout the year.

BND PACE Loan Financing Request — refer to Finance Cmt. — DeVries received a request from
Giants Snacks for community participation in a Bank of ND PACE Loan. Mayor Lambrecht will refer
this item to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee.

LIBRARY DIRECTOR

Library Report — Library Director Bakken reported scheduling at the library the next two weeks
include story time held tomorrow by Children’s Librarian Rachel Kercher who will then be on vacation
from January 12" — 23", She has created take and make kits for all ages to enjoy during that time. The
2026 reading challenge began today, additional information is available on the Library website. Bakken
explained the Library has a limited supply of 2025 tax forms, form 1040 will not be available until the
end of January. The 2025 sock tree drive resulted in 1,029 socks, underwear, hats, gloves and toiletry
items being collected and donated to the Three Rivers Crisis Center. Bakken invited homeowners to visit
the library if they need assistance or computer access to apply for the 2026 ND Property Tax Credit.
Bakken stated the Library will be closed on Jan. 19 to observe Martin Luther King Jr. Day.




POLICE CHIEF

Police Dept. Report — Chief Anderson reported Wahpeton Police Officers are wearing a badge
designed by Officer Dean Christopherson to commemorate the semi quincentennial of the United States,
the badges will be retired Dec. 31, 2026. Anderson explained 2026 will be a year of transitions for the
police dept. with two new officers sworn in tonight, an additional officer scheduled to begin in March
and two planned retirements later in the year. Patrol officers are working DUI saturation patrols through
the end of the month. Anderson provided a reminder to be watchful of snowbird properties as they
present an opportunity for burglars, with thefts reported throughout the Valley.

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR

Public Works Report —

Referrals to PW Cmt.:

Water Towers 1 & 2 Rehabilitation Proj. W24-285 Approval of Plans & Specs and Authorize
Receipt of Bids — Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety
Committee.

Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee of snow removal at the alleyway behind
the former Bank of the West building. Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public Works &
Public Safety Committee.

Miranowski reported on the Public Works/Street Department tasks/activities in the past few weeks that
have been completed or that are being worked on including ongoing snow and ice removal operations,
Christmas decoration repairs and street sweeper off-season maintenance.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR & COUNCIL

Recreation Center Project Updates — Land Lease, Budget and Timeline referral to Finance & PW
Committees — City Attorney Hatting requested the land lease, budget and timeline be reviewed by both
committees. PW Director Miranowski commented that the request for proposals for construction
management at risk will be referred at the next meeting. Mayor Lambrecht will refer the land lease,
budget and timeline to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee, and the Public
Works & Public Safety Committee.

REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Public Works & Public Safety Committee Report

Perdue said the Public Works & Public Safety Committee met on December 29 at 4:00 p.m.
Assessment District for Westmore Avenue & Avenue A Reconstruction Proj. ST25-293 — motion to
approve and offer Special Assessment Resolutions 3928, 3929, 3930 and 3931 as presented by City
Attorney Hatting:

Council member Perdue offered the following and moved for adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3928
RESOLUTION CREATING
WESTMORE AVE. & AVE. A RESCONSRUCT IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT PROJ. ST25-293

RESOLUTION NO. 3929
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WAHPETON RELATING TO
THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS AND THE REIMBURSEMENT
OF CERTAIN EXPENDITURES FOR
WESTMORE AVE. & AVE. A RECONSTRUCT
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT PROJ. ST25-293




RESOLUTION NO. 3930
RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION OF ENGINEER'S REPORT
WESTMORE AVE. & AVE. A RECONSTRUCT
STREETS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT PROJ. NO. ST25-293

RESOLUTION NO. 3931
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WAHPETON RELATING TO
AUTHORIZATION TO FILE AN APPLICATION WITH THE NORTH DAKOTA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY FOR A LOAN UNDER THE
CLEAN WATER ACT AND/OR SAFE DRINKING WATER ACT
(Westmore Ave. & Ave. A Reconstruct Project No. ST25-293)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolutions was duly seconded by Councilmember
Goltz. Discussion held. Motion carried with a roll call vote 4-0.

Agreement with Interstate Engineering for Westmore Avenue & Avenue A Reconstruction Proj.
ST25-293 — motion to approve $483,960.40 — Motion by Perdue, second by Goltz, to approve the
agreement with Interstate Engineering for the Westmore Avenue & Avenue A Reconstruction
Project ST25-293 in the amount of $483,960.40. Motion carried with a roll call vote of 4-0.

Solid Waste & Recycling Collection and Disposal RFP — motion to proceed to advertise — Motion
by Perdue, seconded by Bohn, to approve accepting the RFP for Solid Waste, Recycling
Collection, and Disposal, and to move forward with advertising the RFP. Responses are due Feb.
13t 2026. Motion carried with a roll call vote of 4-0.

Central Specialties, Inc. Contract Change Order #2 West Central Streets Mill & Overlay Proj.
ST24-287 — Temp Seeding and Mulching — tabled

11.5 Foot Arctic Snow Pusher for the Volvo Front End Loader — motion to purchase from
Swanston Equip. $16,111 expended from the Capital Improvements Fund — Motion by Perdue,
second by Goltz, to approve awarding the 11.5 Ft. Arctic Snow Pusher bid to Swanston
Equipment in the amount of $16,111 with funding from the Capital Improvements Fund.
Motion carried with a roll call vote of 4-0.

Replacement Plow for the 2004 Sterling Plow Truck — motion to purchase from Bert’s Truck
Equip. $20,422 expended from the Capital Improvements Fund — Motion by Perdue, seconded by
Goltz, to approve accepting the bid from Bert’s Truck Equipment of Moorhead Inc. for a Falls
Plow in the amount of $20,422 with funding from the Capital Improvements Fund.
Motion carried with a roll call vote of 4-0.

ND DOT Transportation Alternative Program (TAP) Application to Reconstruct Shared Use
Paths from 1% Street to Levy and Along Hughes Drive in Golf Course — motion to ratify and
approve submittal of the application by the Dec. 31%, 2025 deadline — Motion by Perdue, seconded
by Schillinger, to ratify and approve the submittal of the ND DOT Transportation Alternative
Program (TAP) Application to Reconstruct the Shared Use Paths from 1% Street to Levy &
Along Hughes Drive in the Golf Course. Motion carried with a roll call vote of 4-0.

Building Official Updates
Referrals — See PW Director Report

Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee Report (no meeting held December 22"%)




SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS
The following Committee Meetings were then scheduled:

a. Public Works Committee January 12, 2026, 4:00 p.m.
b. Finance Committee January 12 2026, 5:00 p.m.

Motion by Goltz, seconded by Schillinger, to adjourn at 6:09 p.m. Motion carried.

Mayor Brett Lambrecht

Lynelle Amos, Finance Assistant



