Wahpeton City Council
December 15, 2025
5:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor Brett Lambrecht, Council Members Chad Perdue, Jason Goltz, Tiana Bohn, Kelly
McNary via phone, and Cory Unruh

Absent: David Woods and Shannon Schillinger

Also Present: Finance Director Darcie Huwe, Public Works Director Dennis Miranowski, Community
Development Director Chris DeVries, Library Director Melissa Bakken, Police Chief Matthew
Anderson, Deputy Police Chief Tim Appell, Finance Assistant Lynelle Amos (remotely), and Deputy
Auditor Cheryl O’Meara

CALL TO ORDER — PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Meeting called to order by Mayor Lambrecht. The pledge of allegiance was then recited.

PUBLIC HEARINGS/CITIZEN COMMENTS/ETC.

Mayor Lambrecht recognized Police Chief Anderson to present an award from the ND Dept. of
Transportation honoring Police Officer Thomas Doboyou for superior performance in traffic safety
enforcement.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS (presented by the Mayor) —
Approval of minutes of regular meeting held December 1, 2025
Games of Chance Licenses, Site Authorizations & Special Permits:
Richland County Pheasants, Inc. — Site Authorization
Other Games of Chance Licenses, Site Authorizations & Special Permits:
Buffalo Club — Raffle Permit

Presentation/Approval of Report
November 2025 Bill Pay Report $1,749,834.95 (see below)
November 2025 Financial Statements
2026 Council Calendar

Mayor Lambrecht asked if there were any items to be removed from the consent agenda and there were
none. Motion by Perdue, seconded by Goltz, to approve the Consent Agenda items as presented.
Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.

REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICERS AND STAFF

FINANCE DIRECTOR

2026 Business Licenses — Huwe said the 2026 City license renewals continue, several applications are
waiting for inspections and have qualification documentation outstanding, license renewal compliance
must be completed by Dec. 31, 2025,

2025 Tax Levy Summary — Huwe explained the Richland County Auditor provides an abstract of all
taxes that are levied upon residents in the City of Wahpeton, typically these numbers are summarized
and presented to the Council in December prior to the property tax statements being put in the mail. In
the City of Wahpeton, the property taxing jurisdictions include the State of North Dakota, Richland
County, the Wahpeton School District, Wahpeton Park Board and the City of Wahpeton. We also have a
Vector Control District that overlays our City boundaries, they have not levied taxes for several years.
The total amount of dollars levied by the State/County, School district, City and Park Board is
approximately $22,379,895 up $1,047,818 or 5% from this year’s $21,332,077. Each political




subdivision increased the dollars levied. The city mill rate decreased from last year from 84.74 mills to
81.04 mills, the lowest mill rate for city services in the past 30 years. The City of Wahpeton levied
$2,353,285 of the $9,938,156 or 24% of the property taxes billed to city properties are attributed to
providing city services. The City of Wahpeton’s overall tax rate is currently 342.24, a decrease from the
previous levy of 349.60 mills. The percentage allocations for how much each taxing jurisdiction is
responsible for your property tax bill remained nearly consistent, 24% is to provide municipal services,
28% is to provide State and County services, 11% provides public recreation/park services, and 37% is
funding for public education. Motion by Bohn, seconded by Unruh, to acknowledge receipt of the
2025 Tax Levy Summary. Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.

2025 Grants & Donations — Huwe reviewed the grants and donations report explaining the City
received approximately $188,827 in grants and donations so far in 2025. The report may be updated as
additional grant funding is documented. This amount is $69,365 more than 2024 with the most notable
differences in grants funding from the State of North Dakota from two Homeland Security grants and
the Blue Law Enforcement Recruitment & Retention Grant program. City departments continue to seek
out grant opportunities to leverage local monies to benefit city services. Motion by Goltz, seconded by
Perdue, to acknowledge receipt of the 2025 Grants and Donations Report. Motion carried with all
voting ‘aye’.

2025 Municipal Indebtedness - The Statement of Municipal Indebtedness was reviewed by Huwe
showing the repayment of $1,620,981 or 6.6% of the debt outstanding in 2025. Additional debt was
issued for the West Central Street Improvement Project totaling $432,320. Total indebtedness
outstanding decreased from $24,579,106 to $23,390,444. The $1,188,662 decrease is a result of timing
of converting work in progress to fixed asset additions. Moody’s Investor Services provides an annual
credit overview. The July 2™, 2025, update describes Wahpeton’s credit strengths as strong available
fund balance and cash ratios with a growing tax base maintaining a rating of A1. Credit strengths
include a robust financial position with very strong cash reserves, moderate debt and additional unused
revenue capacity. Motion by Bohn, seconded by Unruh, to acknowledge receipt of the 2025
Statement of Municipal Indebtedness. Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.

Special Election Information — Huwe stated absentee ballots are available at City Hall, residents can
vote in person or absentee for the January 27", 2026, Special Election. City Hall can be contacted with
any questions.

City Hall will be closed at Noon December 24™, all day December 25 in observance of the
Christmas Holiday and on Thursday January 1st in observation of the New Year’s Holiday.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

Community Development Report — DeVries provided an update on challenges with the downtown
music/sound system, it is outdated and will need to be evaluated for repair or replacement in the next
week. DeVries stated Santa & Mrs. Clause will be accepting visitors at Holiday Lane Dec. 19" from
6:00 to 7:30 p.m., Dec. 20" from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., and Dec. 24" from 4 to 6 p.m. DeVries was in
contact with the Fargo Regional Director of the Small Business Administration (SBA) discussing
current development activities in Wahpeton and the coordination of resources between the City and
SBA. DeVries is putting together a volunteer committee to work on community events for residents &
visitors including a special event(s) for the 250" Anniversary of America on July 4, 2026.

LIBRARY DIRECTOR

Library Report — Library Director Bakken reported donations to the Annual Sock Tree are going well.
Scheduled programming this week includes regular story time, a STEM class for school aged children,
Leach Reads Book Club and a holiday crafts session for adults. Dec. 22" begins “The 10 Days of
Christmas Break” and runs through January 2" for children. Projects and programs are planned for each




day to help children pass the holiday break time. The Library Board will meet Thursday, Dec. 18" at 4
p.m. All other programming can be found on the library’s website calendar. The Library will close at
12:00 Noon on Dec. 24™ and resume regular hours on Dec. 26", The Library will be open Dec. 31° for
regular hours and closed on January 1% for New Year’s Day. Bakken wished the Council Happy
Holidays and good health.

Police Dept. Report — Police Chief Anderson reported the Police Department will be conducting
saturation patrols on drunk driving Dec. 17" through January 31 noting the additional enforcement
activity is warranted in response to a recent increase in the number of drinking and driving related
offenses. Anderson provided a recap of a critical incident that occurred over the weekend, a shots fired
call evolved into a suicide in downtown Wahpeton. Anderson commended the response and empathy
demonstrated by the police, sheriffs department and funeral home personnel. A debrief for the personnel
involved is planned for later this week. Anderson noted holidays can be stressful, and stated the
importance of leaning in, being kind and supporting others when possible. Mayor Lambrecht requested a
moment of silence to recognize the loss of life that occurred.

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR
Public Works Report — Referrals to PW Cmt.:

Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee of the Contract Change Order No. 2 with
Central Specialties, Inc. on West Central Street Imp. Proj. ST24-287. Mayor Lambrecht referred
this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee.

Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee of the Assessment District for Westmore
Avenue and Avenue A Reconstruction Project. Mayor Lambrecht referred this item to the Public
Works & Public Safety Committee.

Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee of an Agreement with Interstate
Engineering, Inc. for the Westmore Avenue and Avenue A Reconstruction Project. Mayor
Lambrecht referred this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee.

Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee of the submittal of a Transportation
Alternatives Program (TAP) Grant Application for Shared Use Path Reconstruction (multiple
locations) to the ND Dept. of Transportation. Mayor Lambrecht referred this item to the Public
Works & Public Safety Committee.

Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee of the Residential Waste Collection and
Disposal Contract Request for Proposals. Mayor Lambrecht referred this item to the Public Works &
Public Safety Committee.

Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee of the purchase of a Sectional Snow
Pusher/Plow Attachment for a Loader. Mayor Lambrecht referred this item to the Public Works &
Public Safety Committee.

Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee of the purchase of a Replacement Plow for
the 2004 Sterling Snowplow. Mayor Lambrecht referred this item to the Public Works & Public Safety
Committee.

Miranowski reported the missing/damaged traffic signal at 11%" St. and Dakota Ave. will be repaired on
Dec. 18™. The Public Works/Street Department continues scraping streets, with the weather forecast
looking favorable in the next few days.



COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR & COUNCIL — Mayor Lambrecht provided a
reminder of the special joint meeting of the City Council and Wahpeton Park Board on Dec. 17™ at 5:00
p.m. at Hughes Shelter. Council member Bohn asked all present to be cognizant of the mental health and
well-being of others especially during the holidays. Bohn also stated those struggling may contact the
988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline. Lambrecht wished council, staff and community Happy Holidays.

REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES
Public Works & Public Safety Committee Report
Perdue stated the Public Works & Public Safety Committee met on December 8" at 4:00 p.m.

Bow Hunting at Ponds 5 & 6 — No action taken. The land will remain unposted for hunting purposes.

ND Dept. of Water Resources Flood Plain Ordinance & Community Certification Requirements
The City Attorney, Building Official and Public Works Director will provide an updated floodplain
ordinance for council consideration prior to the March 31% certification deadline.

Drinking Water State Revolving Loan Fund (DWSRF) Application for Water Tower
Rehabilitation Proj. W24-285. Perdue reported Engineering Project Manager Rogahn explained that
the project includes minor structural repairs, sand blasting and painting of the interior and exterior of
Water Towers 1 and 2. The estimated project cost is $2,730,000; the loan terms are 25 years at 2%.

Council member Perdue offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3927
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FILING OF APPLICATION WITH
THE NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
FOR A LOAN UNDER THE CLEAN WATER AND/OR
THE SAFE DRIKING WATER ACT

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember
Goltz. Motion carried with a roll call vote 5-0.

Cost Share Request to the ND Dept. of Water Resources (ND DWR) for Wellfield Relocation
Proj. W19-251- motion to approve — Motion to approve submittal of a cost share request to the
ND DWR for the Wellfield Relocation Proj. W19-251. Motion by Perdue, second by Unruh.
Motion carried with all voting ‘aye.’

City Logo - Motion to discuss the City Logo at a future council meeting by Perdue, second by
Bohn. Motion carried with all voting ‘aye.’

Building Official Updates
Referrals — See PW Director Report
Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee Report

Bohn stated the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee met December 8™ at 5:00
p.m.

Fire Dept. Insurance Reserve Distribution — Motion by Bohn, second by Goltz to approve the
disbursement of $81,000 of the $131,282.94 2025 Fire Department Insurance Tax Distribution,
from the Fire Department Mill Levy Fund to the Wahpeton Fire Department Relief Fund C/O
Edward Jones, and to retain $50,282.94 in the Fire Dept. Building & Equipment Levy Fund.
Motion carried with a roll call vote 5-0.



Preliminary Fiscal Year End Capital Asset Additions -Motion by Bohn, seconded by Unruh, to
recommend to Council to accept the 2025 Preliminary Fiscal Year End Capital Asset Additions as

presented. Motion carried with a roll call vote 5-0.
City Logo — addressed in Public Works Committee Report.

Sales Tax Commitments — discussion.

November 2025 Bill Pay Report

FUND

101 GENERAL FUND

201 WATER OPERATING FUND

202 SANITARY SEWER OPERATING FUND
203 WASTE REMOVAL OPERATING FUND
204 WASTE REDUCTION FUND

205 VECTOR CONTROL FUND

206 STREET LIGHTING

207 STORM WATER UTILITY

209 LIBRARY LEVY FUND

216 AIRPORT 4-MILL LEVY FUND

227 ANNUAL RESERVE WH FUND

229 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FUND
231 FD BLDG & EQUIP LEVY FUND

234 SPECIAL STREET MAINT FUND
236 LEVEE MAINTENANCE

253 METER DEPOSITS TRUST FUND
271 ECONOMIC DEVEL DEPT FUND
315 TAX INCREMENT FUND

316 1% LODGING TAX (ADDTL 1/1/08)
319 LODGING TAX FUND

320 SALES TAX OPERATING FUND

321 SALES TAX RESERVE FUND

326 REVOLVING LOAN FUND

329 BULL RIDING EVENT

331 FALL FESTIVAL

362 PD BACK THE BLUE GRANT FUND
393 1% RESTAURANT TAX FUND

471 R/I# 12521 BND INFRAST. LOAN
474 R/I# 12823 BND 2023 ST21-264

476 R/I# 13023 BND 2023B

478 R/I# 13224 SERIES 2024

675 WELL FIELD RECLO PROJ W19-251
681 LEGACY LAKES ST21-263

697 4TH ST & 4TH AVE S DOTST24-283
698 4 TH ST & 4TH AVE S ST24-284

699 WEST CENTRAL IMP DIST ST24-287

TOTAL

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE PAYROLL & GL

$348,744.10
$68,207.26
$32,020.78
$36,806.69
$2,550.61
$683.37
$15,969.40
$106.55
$5,652.42

$44,347.70
$1,024.00
$44,326.05
$82.70
$3,906.48
$354.76
$1,160.35
$1,250.00
$2,142.50
$294.74
$18,276.33
$25,680.00
$416.67
$300.00
$1,174.08
$152.60
$91,212.86
$5,973.65
$35,956.11
$40,355.99
$17,711.44
$524.00
$260.00
$487.76
$487.76
$678,808.61

$1,527,408.32

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee Meetings were then scheduled:

$46,150.05
$63,522.74
$45,528.74
$2,738.68
$1,710.06

$19,957.36
$1,076.26

$11,899.66

$15,004.24

$14,838.84

$222,426.63

a. Public Works Committee December 22nd, 2025, 4:00 p.m.
b. Finance Committee - no meeting scheduled

Motion by Goltz, seconded by Bohn, to adjourn at 5:45 p.m. Motion carried.

Mayor Brett Lambrecht

Darcie Huwe, Finance Director/Auditor

TOTAL
$394,894.15
$131,730.00
$77,549.52
$39,545.37
$2,550.61
$2,393.43
$15,969.40
$106.55
$25,609.78
$1,076.26
$44,347.70
$1,024.00
$44,326.05
$82.70
$15,806.14
$354.76
$16,164.59
$1,250.00
$2,142.50
$294.74
$18,276.33
$25,680.00
$416.67
$300.00
$1,174.08
$14,991.44
$91,212.86
$5,973.65
$35,956.11
$40,355.99
$17,711.44
$524.00
$260.00
$487.76
$487.76
$678,808.61

$1,749,834.95



