
   Wahpeton City Council 
November 6, 2017 

5:00 p.m. 
 

Present:  Schmidt, Lambrecht, Bertsch, Bajumpaa, Dale, Miller, and Wateland 
 
Absent:  None 
 
Also Present:  Huwe, Lies, Rogahn, Thorsteinson, Broadland, DeVries, Amos and Cain  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting called to order by Mayor Dale.   
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS/CITIZEN CONCERNS/ETC. 
Joint Public Hearing with Wahpeton Planning Commission – Proposed Ordinance No. 985 to 
Rezone Lot 3, Block 2, South Industrial Park Subdivision from Industrial I-1 to Residence R-
3 – This public hearing was held jointly with the Planning Commission.  Planning Commission 
Chair DeVillers reconvened the Planning Commission meeting, and Lies was referred to for 
explanation.  Lies said there has been a request by Mel Tangen who owns a building on 8th Avenue 
South who has potential sales for the building and is seeking to rezone it from I-1 to R-3.  It abuts 
R-3 property on the east which is an apartment building.  Lies said there has not been a reading of 
the ordinance yet but the ad has been published for the two times required.  He asked if there were 
any written or oral correspondence received of which Huwe answered there were no written 
inquiries or oppositions either written or otherwise.  Dale then asked if there was anyone present 
who wished to address the proposed ordinance and there was none.  DeVillers then asked the 
Planning Commission for their recommendation.  Motion by McCann, seconded by Pithey, to 
recommend to the City Council to approve the proposed Ordinance No. 985 to Rezone Lot 3, 
Block 2, South Industrial Park Subdivision from Industrial I-1 to Residence R-3.  Motion 
carried with all voting ‘aye’. 
 
Council member Bertsch offered the first reading of the following Ordinance: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 985 
AN ORDINANCE REZONING FROM  
INDUSTRIAL I-1 TO RESIDENCE R-3  

(Lot 3, Block 2, South Industrial Park Subdivision) 
 
Discussion held.  Motion by Pithey, seconded by Jensen, to adjourn the Planning Commission 
meeting at 5:04 p.m.  Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’. 
   
Dougherty & Co. LLC Results of Series 2017 Bond Sale – Resolution No. 3662 & 3663 
Authorizing the Issuance of $3,230,000 Refunding Improvement Bonds of 2017 – Mike 
Manstrom of Dougherty and Co. provided the results of a public sale as received by the supervisor 
of their Bismarck office this morning at 10:00a.m.  There were 3 very competitive bids with 
Northland Securities, Inc. submitting the low bid of 2.56 true interest cost on a 15 year issue which 
he recommended going forward with.  Manstrom explained how the outcome of those 3 bids was 
the direct result of the City’s Moody’s A-I rating which makes it a very strong credit and less risk 
for underwriters.  He said it speaks well of City administration and how they manage their funds.  
The official statement document was provided.  Resolutions were prepared for the Council’s 
consideration and if approved the funds will be locked up and the money will be wired on 
November 22nd.   



Council member Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 3662 
RESOLUTION CREATING THE FUNDS OF IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS, 

PROVIDING FOR AND APPROPRIATING SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS 
FOR THE SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE OF THE FUNDS, AND 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF IMPROVEMENT WARRANTS THEREON 
(Street and Utilities Improvement District 12-02-06, 

Sanitary Sewer, Storm Sewer, Water, Street and Street Lighting 
Improvement District 04-01-16, and 

Flood Mitigation District 5-1-97) 
 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
Bertsch.  Motion carried with a roll call vote 6-0. 
 
Council member Wateland offered the following and moved its adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 3663 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
$3,230,000 REFUNDING IMPROVEMENT BONDS OF 2017, 

PRESCRIBING THE TERMS AND COVENANTS THEREOF, 
AND CREATING A FUND FOR THE PAYMENT THEREOF 

(Street and Utilities Improvement District 12-02-06, 
Sanitary Sewer, Storm Sewer, Water, Street and Street Lighting 

Improvement District 04-01-16, and 
Flood Mitigation District 5-1-97) 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
Lambrecht.  Motion carried with a roll call vote 6-0.  Manstrom expressed thanks for the 
opportunity to work with the City.   
 
CITIZEN CONCERNS 
Concerns were heard from Jim Sturdevant who spoke against dissolving the City Enhancement 
Organization, which is responsible for administering Wahpeton’s 1% restaurant tax.  Discussion 
was held.  It was noted the Policy for the Administration of the 1% Restaurant Tax is being referred 
to the next Finance Committee meeting and it was suggested it be discussed by the Committee of 
the Whole. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS (presented by the Mayor) –  
     Approval of minutes of regular meeting held October 16, 2017 
     Games of Chance Licenses, Site Authorizations & Special Permits: 
        Raffle Permit – Red Door Art Gallery 
        Raffle Permit – NDSCS Power Sports Club 
        Raffle Permit – NDSCS HBA Club 
        Other Games of Chance and/or special permits: 
        Raffle Permit – Solid Brotherhood Motorcycle Club 
        Raffle Permit – ND Softball Association 
 
     Presentation/Approval of Reports 
        Convention & Visitors Bureau Q3 2017 Report 
        Wahpeton Community Center Q3 2017 Report 
         ND DOT ND Moves Open House 



                
Mayor Dale asked if there were any items to be removed from the consent agenda and there were 
none.  Motion by Lambrecht, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the Consent Agenda items as 
presented.  Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.  
 
REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICERS AND STAFF 
FINANCE DIRECTOR 
Update on Council Vacancies – Huwe said the vacant Ward 1 and At-Large Council positions 
have remained vacant for fifteen days pursuant to NDCC 40-04.1-03.  The City Council is accepting 
statements of interest from residents to fulfill the unexpired terms ending June, 2018.  Interested 
parties must be a qualified voter and resident of Ward 1 or the city for the At-Large position.  
Letters of interest will be accepted until by 4:00 p.m. Monday, November 13th, 2017.  If there are 
multiple parties interested the Council may conduct interviews prior to voting on appointments.  
Additional information can be found on the city’s website under the tab labeled “Council Vacancy”.   
 
Joint Powers Agreement for Southern Valley Economic Development Authority – request 
referral to Finance Cmt. – Huwe said the draft joint powers agreement between Breckenridge, 
Wahpeton, Wilkin County & Richland County has been reviewed and amended, and she requested 
the current draft be referred to the Finance Committee for review.  Mayor Dale will refer this item 
to the Finance, Economic Development & Personnel Committee. 
 
Policy for Administration of 1% Restaurant Tax – request referral to Finance Cmt. – As a 
follow-up to earlier discussion, Huwe explained the CEO was constructed as an ad-hoc committee 
which is at the mayor’s will.  With an ad-hoc committee you can get broad representation from the 
community but there are no defined terms or committee structure.  So as we proceed in how the 
City can administer the 1% Restaurant Tax we will talk about options and alternates both in if there 
is a committee and if so what would that committee structure be, and what would the policy 
providing guidelines for administration of the ordinance be.  She felt there was an impression of 
dissolution and abandonment and she assured she did not feel we are at dissolution and 
abandonment but looking at a recreation and how do we make this better.  She said that 
volunteerism is valued but volunteers need an opportunity to know how long they serve, what their 
role and obligation is, and who they are representing.  As an organization she felt we will do a better 
job doing that.  She said the last half of the Finance Committee could be a Committee of Whole to 
allow for those council members interested in participating in the discussion.  She felt the City is on 
to making something that was good better.  She requested the discussion of a draft policy be 
referred to the Finance Committee for review.  Mayor Dale will refer this item to the Finance, 
Economic Development & Personnel Committee/Committee of the Whole. 
 
Network Administration Contract for Services – request referral to Finance Cmt. – Huwe 
explained the City is currently engaged in annual network administration services with the ND 
Association of Counties Resource Group.  The contracts for the City Hall and Police Department 
networks are up for renewal.  She requested the discussion of contract renewal be referred to the 
Finance Committee for review.  Mayor Dale will refer this item to the Finance, Economic 
Development & Personnel Committee. 
 
Wahpeton Community Center Joint Powers Agreement – request referral to PW Cmt. – 
Huwe said the joint powers agreement between the City and the Wahpeton Park Board for the 
operations of the Wahpeton Community Center is in need of amendments to allow a modified 
committee oversight.  She requested the discussion of the JPA amendments be referred to the Public 
Works Committee for review.  Mayor Dale will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety 
Committee. 



 
City Hall closed Friday, November 10th for Veteran’s Day – Huwe noted both City Hall and 
Leach Library will be closed Friday, November 10th in observation of Veteran’s Day. 
  
ASSESSOR/BUILDING CODES 
Dilapidated Properties Policies – request referral to PW Cmt. – Broadland requested referral to 
the Public Works Committee for excessive peeling, flaking and chipping paint policy.  Mayor Dale 
will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee. 
 
ATTORNEY 
Ordinance No. 986 Adopting Restrictions and Penalties for Distracted Driving – Lies explained 
Ordinance No. 986 would make what is now State Law a City Ordinance.  He explained if the City 
enforces State Laws then we are in district court collecting none of the monies for the City officer’s 
work and time.  Once adopted as City Ordinance the City gets to prosecute as a City offense 
allowing the City to re-coop some of its cost and expenses involved, and this particular one relates 
to distracted driving.   
 
Council member Bajumpaa offered the first reading of the following Ordinance: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 986 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING  

RESTRICTIONS AND PENALTIES  
FOR DISTRACTED DRIVING   

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Community Development Director Report – DeVries announced the Tree Lighting at Heritage 
Square will be held Saturday, November 18th, with ornament decorating from 3:00-5:00p.m., 
popcorn and candy canes from 5:15-6:15p.m., live music by the Breckenridge High School Choir 
starting at 5:30p.m., with the light the tree event at 6:00p.m.  Regarding the City website, DeVries 
said the previous Economic Development Director Priebe started the process of getting the City’s 
website refreshed and updated, looking cleaner and more user-friendly.  That project has been 
sitting waiting for more direction.  DeVries has been in contact with that group and is in the process 
of getting pictures as well as information we want on the home page to direct people further into the 
website.  At this time, the developers are hoping to go live the first of year.  Providing an update on 
the 150th Sesquicentennial Committee, DeVries said Save the Date information for 2019 is going to 
be sent out in the Public Utility bills and posters will be displayed as well.  An update on the history 
books is being reviewed as far as financing.  There is a Facebook page up and running and a 
website will be created once the budget is finalized.  DeVries then clarified some comments made 
earlier in the meeting by Sturdevant. 
  
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
East Side Sanitary Sewer Proj. 13-02-02 ST17-231 Master Construction Contract Change 
Order No. 2 – Rogahn said this is a no cost change order.  He explained in Change Order No. 1 we 
had an interim substantial completion, which included curb and gutter and the first two lifts of 
pavement on 1st Street from 3rd Avenue to 5th Avenue and 3rd Avenue from 1st Street to the river for 
November 15th.  This Change Order would be revising that as the weather is not feasible to put the 
curb and gutter and bituminous pavement down and expect to get the same life expectancy if done 
under ideal conditions.  Temporary crushed concrete surface would be installed on the road and into 
the removed sidewalks over the winter.  Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Lambrecht, to 
approve East Side Sanitary Sewer Project 13-02-02 ST17-231 Master Construction Contract 
Change Order No. 2.  Discussion held.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0. 



 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR & COUNCIL 
150th Sesquicentennial Committee – Dale explained the committee is looking at 4 major events 
scheduled for spring, winter, summer and fall.  Dates have been discussed and they are in the 
process of scheduling some events that have a longer lead time.  This core committee will soon be 
spinning off and creating subcommittees for each of these weekends.  Anyone interested in getting 
involved with these committees is asked to contact Dale or DeVries.  Dale said he looks forward to 
planning a nice event in 2019. 
 
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES & BOARDS 
Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee Report (No meeting held October 23rd) 
 
Public Works Public Safety Committee Report 
Bajumpaa said the Public Works & Public Safety Committee met at 5:00 p.m. on October 24th. 
 
Water Treatment Plant Improvements Phase I – motion to recommend approval of contract 
award of base bid “G” to Swanberg Construction Inc. Resolution No. 3664.  Motion to recommend 
approval of contract award of Base Bid “E” to Grotberg Electric, Inc. Resolution No. 3665. 
 
Council member Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 3664 

RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION 
OF AN IMPROVEMENT  

(Water Treatment Plant Improvements Phase 1 - Project No. W16-225) 
 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
Schmidt.  Motion carried with a roll call vote 6-0. 
 
Council member Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 3665 

RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION 
OF AN IMPROVEMENT  

(Water Treatment Plant Improvements Phase 1 - Project No. W16-225) 
 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
Lambrecht.  Motion carried with a roll call vote 6-0.  
 
Elm Court Addition Petition for Mill/Overlay – motion to recommend creation of Special 
Assessment District ST17-236 Elm Court Addition Mill & Overlay Resolution No. 3666.  Motion to 
recommend Preparation of Engineer’s Report Resolution No. 3667 –  
 
Council member Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 3666 

RESOLUTION CREATING 
STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT  

(ST17-236 Elm Court Addition Mill & Overlay) 
 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
Bertsch.  Motion carried with a roll call vote 6-0. 
  



Council member Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 3667 
RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION OF ENGINEER’S REPORT 

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
(ST17-236 Elm Court Addition Mill & Overlay) 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
Lambrecht.  Motion carried with a roll call vote 6-0.  
 
Council member Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 3668 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WAHPETON RELATING TO 
THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS AND THE REIMBURSEMENT OF CERTAIN 

EXPENDITURES FOR STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
(ST17-236 Elm Court Addition Mill & Overlay) 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
Bertsch.  Motion carried with a roll call vote 6-0.  
 
Dilapidated Properties Report – discussion 
 
SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
The following Committee Meetings were then scheduled: 

a. Finance Committee  November 13th, 12:00 Noon  
b. Public Works Committee  November 14th, 12:00 Noon 

 
Adjournment 
Motion by Bertsch, seconded by Lambrecht, to adjourn at 6:07 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
________________________________ 
Mayor Steve Dale 
 
________________________________ 
Lynelle Amos, Finance Assistant 


