
 Wahpeton City Council 
January 16, 2018 

5:00 p.m. 
 

Present:  Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Dale, Bohn, McCann, Miller, and Wateland 
 
Absent:  Lambrecht and Bertsch 
 
Also Present:  Huwe, Lies, Miranowski, Thorsteinson, Broadland, DeVries, Bakken, Amos, and 
Cain 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Meeting called to order by Mayor Dale. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS/CITIZEN CONCERNS/ETC. 
Dale stated there has been a topic that has been discussed by both City Council Committees that has 
gathered a lot of interest from our citizens, which is a request to change a City Ordinance to allow 
lap dancing at the Oasis Bar.  He said there is no recommendation planned from either Committee 
tonight but he would open the floor to anyone wanting to make a statement after hearing a report on 
this topic from the Public Works Chair Bajumpaa.  Bajumpaa reported there were several people in 
attendance at the recent Public Works Committee meeting regarding this topic with a mix of 
individuals speaking in favor of the proposed change as well as those speaking against it, however 
there was no specific action or recommendation that came out of Public Works.  Council member 
Bohn commented that at a previous Council meeting a proposed recommendation did come out of 
the Finance Committee that was tabled until Public Works was able to evaluate the topic and she 
felt the issue before the Council was not whether or not they are ready to vote for or against the 
subject matter of this topic.  She felt the tabled vote was about a citizen of Wahpeton’s right to due 
process and fair representation by our Council, and a vote in favor of that tabled motion would 
indicate the Council was open to the process of discerning, discussing, reviewing, and possibly even 
educating our public on the topic as well as maybe our Council members in general and while 
working together on a revised Ordinance we can include input from both sides, taking into 
consideration public safety and all of those concerns that have been brought forth.  A vote against 
the tabled motion would put an end to this process by the Council who would then have no other 
opportunity to provide or gather input from those that have expressed it, and if that happens it 
would move to an initiated measure process where the Council would no longer have a participatory 
level in that activity.  She hoped that as the Council continues to talk about this tabled motion the 
Council is willing to put aside their opinions for the time being and move the process forward in a 
constructive manner.  Norma Nosek of the AAUW said she would speak if a motion is made to vote 
or take action tonight as she was having problems with her voice.      
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS (presented by the Mayor) –  
     Approval of minutes of regular meeting held January 2, 2018 
     Games of Chance Licenses, Site Authorizations & Special Permits 
        Wahpeton Buffalo Club – Raffle Permit 
        Other Games of Chance and/or special permits: 
        Head of the Red Gun & Archery Club – Games of Chance Raffle Permit 
                                   
     Presentation/Approval of Reports 
        December 2017 Bill Pay Report $1,368,271.56 – see below 
        Fiscal Year End Financial Statements 
        ND Insurance Dept. – Air Ambulance Providers 
            



Mayor Dale asked if there were any items to be removed from the consent agenda and there were 
none.  Motion by Bohn, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the Consent Agenda items as 
presented.  Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’. 
 
REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICERS AND STAFF 
FINANCE DIRECTOR  
Red River Cab Taxi License Request Change of Ownership – Huwe said the primary taxi driver 
for Red River Cab Company is Edward V. Burhans of Breckenridge, MN.  Mr. Burhans has made 
an offer to purchase the company from its current owners Jon Green and Bob Heiser contingent 
upon approval of a City Taxi License.  Huwe said Mr. Burhans has met the conditions and 
requirements of a Taxi License in the City of Wahpeton.   She requested a motion to approve the 
2018 Taxi License for Red River Cab under the ownership of Edward V. Burhans.  Motion by 
Wateland, seconded by Bohn, to approve the 2018 Taxi License for Red River Cab under the 
ownership of Edward V. Burhans.  Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’. 
 
Pledge of Assets/Designation of Depositories – request motion to approve – Huwe said North 
Dakota Century Code requires a listing of the depositories, deposits and pledged assets by each 
financial institution designated for deposit of City funds.  The total funds on deposit as of 12/31/17 
were $13,387,004.31 reflecting a gain in cash on hand of $2,004,724 over the same time last year.   
The pledges of assets from each of the depositories adequately covers the cash deposits on hand.  
Huwe requested a motion approving the designation of depositories and pledges of assets.  Motion 
by Wateland, second by Miller, to approve the designation of depositories and the pledges of 
assets as presented (see below).  Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.   

 
 
Update on Fiscal Year End 2017 – Huwe said the 2017 fiscal year end financials are positive with 
the City’s total fund equity growing from $11,917,720 on January 1, 2017 to $14,530,318 on 
December 31, 2017, a change in fund equity of $2,612,598 or 22%.  Debt financing of major multi-
year capital improvements created a cash infusion of $3,730,000 and growth in the city’s fixed asset 
base.  The General Fund collected $471,549 more in revenue than projected.  General Fund 
expenses including requested year end transfers totaled $3,525,037 or $228,068 less than the 
revenue received.  The General Fund Balance is projected to increase $228,068 to begin 2018 at 
36% of the 2018 expense budget.  The Finance Committee reviewed preliminary budget 
amendments that were subject to change as 2017 expense invoices were accrued back until Friday, 
January 12th.  The revised amendments were included with the Council agenda.  Huwe requested 
during the Finance Committee Report the motion on the budget amendments be revised to include 
the accruals and year end transfers as posted with the Council agenda.    

 
Early January also included some additional grant and donation activity.  Because the Council 
received a report on Grants and Donations as of December 13th amounting to $478,026.36, the 



Council agenda included an updated report reflecting grant activity generated in 2017 but not 
received until early 2018 increasing the grants received amount to $1,202,064.57. 

ND State Auditor’s Office 2017 Field Audit Week of January 22nd – Huwe said the ND State 
Auditor’s Office Field Audit portion of the 2017 financial audit of the City is scheduled for January 
22-23, 2018.  She said Committee meetings will be held in the Council Chambers.  
 
Election Calendar – Huwe said the Wahpeton City election is scheduled for the second Tuesday of 
June in even numbered years, and this year it is June 12th.  Candidates must file their petitions by 
4:00 PM on Monday, April 9th to be included on the June ballot.  If there are any questions 
additional information is available on the City website under the City Election tab or by contacting 
City Hall.   
  
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Community Development Report – DeVries said he had two items.  The first was a brief review 
of the Westside Plan from Interstate Engineering but he felt more information needed to be obtained 
prior to reporting on it.  For the second item, DeVries reported the Sesquicentennial 150th 
Anniversary Ad-Hoc Committee held their first meeting of the year and discussed a number of 
things.  To inform the public, DeVries ran through some dates saying they would like to include on 
the calendar any reunions or other organization events that are provided.  The Committee has plans 
for four weekends in 2019 which were: February 1st and 2nd is the Kickoff with indoor and outdoor 
events planned; May 31st and June 1st is in cooperation with Blue Goose Days; September 13th & 
14th is in cooperation with Headwaters Days; and November 29th and 30th is Give Thanks for 150 
great years and looking forward to many more.  Save the Date flyers will be sent out to get the word 
out about the celebration.     
 
LIBRARY REPORT 
Library Report – Bakken reported on happenings at Leach Library in the next few weeks, which 
included Leach Reads, Chess Club, Midwinter Mini-Golf Session, As seen on Pinterest Class for 
arm knitting, and the monthly Library Board meeting on January 25th at 4:00 p.m. in the lower 
level.  She also announced the addition of RBDigital to their list of resources for cardholding 
patrons.    
  
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
PW Report – Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee to Approve Plans and 
Specs and Authorize Receipt of Bids for Seeding and Tree Planting for the 3rd Avenue North 
Project.  Mayor Dale will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee. 
 
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES & BOARDS 
Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee Report 
Wateland said the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee met at noon on 
January 8th. 
Fiscal Year End Transfers – motion to recommend approval as amended – Motion by Wateland, 
seconded by McCann, to approve the 2017 Fiscal Year End Transfers as presented, to include 
the suggested amendment to transfer $15,000 from Fund 320 Sales Tax for Economic 
Development and $5,000 from Fund 321 Sales Tax for Recreation to the 150th Anniversary 
Fund instead of transferring $20,000 from the General Fund.  Motion carried with a roll call 
vote of 6-0. 
 
2017 Fiscal Year End Transfers – motion to recommend approval of budget amendments – 
Motion by Wateland, seconded by McCann, to approve the 2017 Expense Budget 
Amendments as presented.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0. 
 



1% Restaurant Tax Christmas Light Funding Request – motion to recommend approval of 
$671 expenditure to update lighting on Volunteer Park tree – Motion by Wateland, seconded by 
McCann, to approve $671 from the 1% Restaurant Tax Fund 393 to update lights on the 
metal Christmas tree in Volunteer Park.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0. 
 
Motion to recommend definitions for gateway entrances in draft policy – Motion by Wateland, 
seconded by McCann, to approve clarifying Gateway Entrances by adding in parentheses: 
(Gateways defined as Dakota Avenue east and west, Hwy 127 south, and 210 Bypass Bridge), 
behind Gateway Entrance Monuments under Eligible Operating Expenses of Exhibit A of the 
draft Policy for Administration of Restaurant Tax Proceeds.   Motion carried with all voting 
‘aye’. 
 
Economic Development Commission Policy & Ordinance Amendment – motion to recommend 
Ordinance 987 to include changes as noted.  Second reading pending additional review.  Motion by 
Wateland, seconded by McCann, to approve repealing the Wahpeton City Ordinance Section 
40-30 and add the four items of sales tax, use tax, restaurant tax, and lodging tax under the 
portfolio of the Finance & Personnel Committee and authorizing the Community 
Development Director to work on the policies and procedures manual for it.  Motion carried 
with all voting ‘aye’. 
 
Suspension of the Rules – Proposed Ballot Question to Reduce the Council from 8-6 all At-
Large position - discussion   
   
Public Works & Public Safety Committee Report 
Bajumpaa said the Public Works & Public Safety Committee met at noon on January 9th. 
Class I Cabaret License Change Request – discussion 
 
16th Ave. N. RR Crossing Improvements Cost Share Agmnt. with Richland County – motion 
to recommend approval of cost share participation of $9,750 utilizing TIF Funds – Motion by 
Bajumpaa, seconded by Bohn, to authorize the City Attorney to draft a Cost Share 
Agreement with Richland County and NDDOT for the 16th Avenue North Railroad Crossing 
Improvements Project and approve cost share participation of $9,750 utilizing TIF Funds.  
Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0. 
 
NDDOT Urban Grant Program – discussion 
 
Suspension of Rules – motion to recommend approval of Res. #3674 Approving Engineer’s Plans 
& Specs for the 3rd Ave. N. Reconstruction Proj. 11-01-06 ST11-108  
Council member Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 3674 

RESOLUTION APPROVING PLANS & SPECIFICATIONS 
 AND ESTIMATE OF COST FOR 

3RD AVENUE NORTH RECONSTSRUCTION 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 11-01-06 

(STREET AND UTILITIES)  
 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
Miller.  Motion carried with a roll call vote 6-0. 
 
Motion to recommend approval of Res. #3675 Directing Advertisement of Bids for the 3rd Ave. N. 
Reconstruction Proj. 11-01-06 ST11-108 
 



Council member Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 3675 
RESOLUTION DIRECTING PUBLICATION OF ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR BIDS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF AN IMPROVEMENT IN 
3RD AVENUE NORTH RECONSTRUCTION  

IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 11-01-06 
(STREET AND UTILITIES) 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
Bohn.  Motion carried with a roll call vote 6-0. 
 
Regarding Resolutions, Lies explained there was a resolution that had the wrong caption from 
September 2015 regarding a bond issue that was just recently issued.  A public hearing was held 
and during the transcripts it was found this resolution was missing.  The public hearing was held, 
there were no protests and it was moved to adopt resolution determining insufficiency of protest for 
the City’s bond transcript.  It would be Resolution No. 3676 confirming what was done. 
Council member Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 3676 

RESOLUTION DETERMINING INSUFFICIENCY  
OF PROTEST AGAINST 

STREET AND STORM SEWER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 12-02-06 
(16th Avenue North Reconstruction, 11th Street North to 210 By-Pass) 

 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember 
McCann.  Motion carried with a roll call vote 6-0. 
 
Building Official Updates – discussion 
 
Wahpeton Community Center Joint Powers Agreement – discussion  
 
Regarding the cabaret license, Dale asked if a motion was needed to table it again as he was not 
comfortable taking action on it tonight with the absence of two Council members.  He felt Bohn 
brought up a good point about writing initiated measures and felt the City Attorney should weigh in 
at a future meeting, and he also wanted the Police Chief to check with other communities that have 
this sort of function and see if they have had any problems or what their reaction is.  Bohn asked to 
bring the tabled Finance Committee recommendation motion forward, which she understood would 
allow the City Attorney to work with Mr. Pausch and put some proposal information together.  She 
felt if the tabled motion isn’t brought to the Council we don’t have a direction for City employees to 
go as far as gathering information or working together.  Lies felt a motion wasn’t needed to bring it 
off the table because the tabling motion was to bring it back to the next Council meeting which 
automatically put it on the floor, and that if there is a motion to be made either to direct the City 
Attorney to proceed working on it or not to work on it, it’s up to the Council members and what 
their wishes are.  Bohn understood that’s what the motion was from the Finance Committee was to 
direct the City Attorney to work on proposed ordinances with Mr. Pausch and the Chief of Police.  
Lies stated that was the motion out of the Committee.  Bohn then commented that motion was never 
brought forward for the full Council to vote on.  Lies advised the Council that if there is such a 
motion and it does pass he expected it to come back to Committee as input will be needed beyond 
Mr. Pausch, the Chief of Police and himself.  Motion by Bohn, seconded by Wateland, to request 
the tabled motion from the Finance Committee to approve the City Attorney, in conjunction 
with the Police Chief and Matt Pausch, to draft an acceptable amendment to the Cabaret 
License Ordinance to permit lap dancing on a Cabaret I License to be taken off the table to be 
voted on by the Council.  Discussion held.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0. 



 
December 2017 Bill Pay Report  
DISBURSEMENTS FUND                  ACCOUNTS PAYABLE  PAYROLL & GL     TOTAL 
101 GENERAL FUND                                       $272,477.37        $360,054.44         $632,531.81 
201 WATER OPERATING FUND                     $109,691.14          $41,544.47         $151,235.61 
202 SANITARY SEWER OPERATING FUND    $46,190.23          $25,735.45 $71,925.68 
203 WASTE REMOVAL OPERATING FUND    $22,573.94               $924.90 $23,498.84 
204 WASTE REDUCTION FUND                        $4,271.89          -$10,000.00  -$5,728.11 
205 VECTOR CONTROL FUND                          $8,348.35             $1,079.86   $9,428.21 
206 STREET LIGHTING                                     $11,312.13 $11,312.13 
209 LIBRARY LEVY FUND                                  $5,531.04          $12,469.81 $18,000.85 
213 ADVERTISING FUND                            -$115.00     -$115.00 
216 AIRPORT 4-MILL LEVY FUND                             $494.96      $494.96 
226 EMPLOYEE SAFETY COMMITTEE                $231.94      $231.94 
227 ANNUAL RESERVE WH FUND                         -$2,790.00  -$2,790.00 
236 LEVEE MAINTENANCE                                $1,104.05            $8,115.28   $9,219.33 
271 ECONOMIC DEVEL DEPT FUND                 $2,240.73          $13,197.06 $15,437.79 
303 MISCELLANEOUS FUND $180.00      $180.00 
313 SPL ASSESSMENT DEFIENCY FUND                        $10,000.00 $10,000.00 
315 TAX INCREMENT FUND                              $3,750.00   $3,750.00 
317 JOB DEVELOPMENT LEVY FUND              $5,658.24   $5,658.24 
319 LODGING TAX FUND                                   $1,190.71   $1,190.71 
320 SALES TAX OPERATING FUND                $70,871.25 $70,871.25 
324 SALES TAX MINI MATCH RSRV FUND     $15,000.00 $15,000.00 
326 REVOLVING LOAN FUND                          $38,940.00 $38,940.00 
328 150TH ANNIVERSARYRESERVE $625.00      $625.00 
393 1% RESTAURANT TAX FUND                    $11,055.57 $11,055.57 
453 R/I #10708 WESTSIDE TIF $125.00      $125.00 
454 R/I #10809 REFI 5 ISSUES                     -$300,000.00       -$300,000.00 
456 R/I #11011 SERIES 2011 $125.00      $125.00 
457 R/I #11111 SERIES B 2011 $125.00      $125.00 
458 R/I #11212 SERIES A 2012 $125.00      $125.00 
459 R/I #11314 SERIES 2014 $125.00      $125.00 
460 R/I #11415 SERIES 2015 $125.00      $125.00 
461 R/I #11516 SERIES 2016 $125.00      $125.00 
462 R/I #11617 SERIES 2017 $125.00      $125.00 
570 SALES TAX FOR INFRASTRUCTURE     $150,845.81                                     $150,845.81 
572 SALES TAX FOR FLOOD FUND               $204,154.47                                     $204,154.47 
574 5-2-97 (FLOOD PHASE II)                           $81,895.20 $81,895.20 
622 3RD AVE N. RECON PROJ $683.38      $683.38 
636 16TH AVE. 11TH ST TO HWY 210             $59,601.20 $59,601.20 
639  E. SANITARY SEWER 13-02-02                $38,862.72 $38,862.72 
643 LIBRARY ROOF, WALLS & DOOR             $14,312.53 $14,312.53 
649 WTP LIME SILO & SLAKER                          $4,388.48   $4,388.48 
650 PD RELOCATION $154.80      $154.80 
651 WESTDALE 2ND ADDITION                       $19,601.66 $19,601.66 
655 WESTSIDE MASTER PLAN 2017 $655.50      $655.50 
658 ELM CT MILL & OVERLAY $161.00      $161.00 
TOTAL                                                            $1,207,560.33        $160,711.23     $1,368,271.56 
     
SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
The following Committee Meetings were then scheduled: 
 

a. Planning Commission  January 18nd, 4:00 PM - Cancelled 
b. Finance Cmt.  January 23rd, 12:00 Noon  
c. Public Works Cmt.  January 24th, 12:00 Noon  
d. CDC Annual Meeting   February 5th at 11:30 AM NDSCS 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Wateland, seconded by McCann, to adjourn at 5:42 p.m.  Motion carried with all 
voting ‘aye’. 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Mayor Dale 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Lynelle Amos, Finance Assistant  


