
Wahpeton City Council 
August 16, 2016 

5:00 p.m. 
 

Present:  Schmidt, Lambrecht, Bertsch, Hansey, DeVries, Dale, Miller, and Wateland 
 
Absent:  Bajumpaa 
 
Also Present:  Huwe, Lies, Rogahn, Broadland, Priebe, Amos, Cain, and O’Meara 
 
Meeting called to order by Mayor Hansey. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS (presented by the Mayor) –  
     Approval of minutes of regular meeting held August 1, 2016 
     Games of Chance Licenses, Site Authorizations & Special Permits 
        CHI St. Francis Foundation – Raffle Permit 
        BW Blades – Raffle Permit 
                     
     Presentation/Approval of Reports 
        CVB Q2 2016 Report 
        Fargo VA Health Systems Town Hall Meeting Invitation Sept. 7th 

            July 2016 Financial Statements  
        July 2016 Bill Pay Report $1,128,477.14 – see below 
         
Mayor Hansey asked if there were any items to be removed from the consent agenda and there were 
none.  Motion by Bertsch, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the Consent Agenda items as 
presented.  Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.  
 
REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICERS AND STAFF 
FINANCE DIRECTOR  
Water Plant Telephone & Internet Provider Contract – request motion to approve – Huwe said 
the Water Treatment Plant currently uses Verizon Wireless services for internet access.  Recent 
installation of fiber telecommunications lines adjacent to the plant have created an opportunity to 
transition to a more cost effective delivery method through 702 Communications.  Adoption of the 3 
year agreement at $302 per month with 702 and discontinuation of telephone services with 
Midcontinent and internet services with Verizon will produce a monthly cost savings of approximately 
$300.  The contract may be terminated by a 30 day written notice by either party.  Huwe requested a 
motion to approve the contract with 702 Communications for the Water Treatment Plant telephone and 
internet services.  Motion by Miller, seconded by DeVries, to approve the contract with 702 
Communications for the Water Treatment Plant telephone and internet services.  Motion carried 
with a roll call vote of 7-0.  
 
Police Dept. Relocation Project Planning & Financing – request referral to Public Works Cmt. – 
Huwe said additional information has been received on specific parts of the PD relocation project, and 
requested referral to the PW Cmt. for further discussion.  Mayor Hansey will refer this item to the 
Public Works & Public Safety Committee. 
  
2017 Preliminary Budget Review – request referral to Finance Cmt. & PW Cmt. – Huwe said first 
reading of the 2017 budget ordinance is scheduled for September 6th.  Several items including expense 
allocations, General Fund Revenues and Sanitary Sewer Rates were identified during the Committee of 
the Whole meeting warranting further discussion, and Huwe requested referral to both the PW and 



Finance Committees for further discussion.  Mayor Hansey will refer this item to Finance, Economic 
Development & Personnel Committee and, also, to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee. 
 
NDSCS Classes begin at 4:00 PM on Monday, August 22nd – Huwe said to please welcome the 
return of the NDSCS students to Wahpeton. 
 
Wahpeton Public Schools begin Wednesday, August 24th – Huwe advised to please note bus routes 
and student travel patterns will change this year with the new elementary school.   
 
Note:  Next City Council Meeting Tuesday, September 6th because – City Hall will be closed on 
September 5th in observance of Labor Day 
   
ATTORNEY 
Ordinance No. 976 – second reading – City Attorney Lies explained this would be the second 
reading of an ordinance removing the requirement that restaurants with liquor licenses provide 
customers with separate receipts for liquor and food sales.   
Council member Lambrecht offered the second reading of the following Ordinance: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 976 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

SECTION 22-104 CLASSIFICATIONS 
 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Bertsch.  
Motion carried with a roll call vote of 7-0. 
 
Lies then asked for suspension of the rules to discuss an item not on the agenda regarding Westdale I 
infrastructure improvements to proceed with the bonding requirement and the special assessments.  
Motion by Bertsch, seconded by Lambrecht, to approve suspending the rules.  Motion carried 
with all voting ‘aye’.  Lies explained pursuant to a Development Agreement the City has with 
Wahpeton Investments LLC there is supposed to be either a performance bond, letter of credit, or other 
guaranty that’s satisfactory to City Council regarding the payment of the special assessments for a 
period of the first 10 years because it’s a 15 year bond.  That guaranty, whatever format it’s in, was to 
be released upon the completion of the two apartment buildings and a sale of the combination of 
development of 75% of the land and/or sale to an entity or person not related or have principals 
overlapping between the areas served.  Lies said the north side of 17th Avenue has been sold and the 
first apartment building has already been issued its Certificate of Occupancy, and it’s expected the 
Certificate of Occupancy will be issued for the second apartment building about September 19th.  So 
rather than forcing the developer to go through the expense of obtaining a performance bond, Lies 
suggested the City take a personal guaranty from the owner of the two apartment buildings.  He said he 
has drafted a conditional guaranty of payment of municipal bond that the owner has agreed to as to the 
format to be utilized in guarantying that payment.  Lies explained further and discussion was held.  
Motion by Miller, seconded by Dale, to approve a Conditional Personal Guaranty of payment of 
municipal bond with Wahpeton Investments LLC for Westdale I.  Motion carried with a roll call 
vote of 7-0.  Lies then advised the Council that consent documents had been agreed to because the 
original Development Agreement was between the City and Wahpeton Investments LLC, and they 
have sold three parcels – two to their own new LLC’s.   
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Economic Development Report – A written Economic Development activity report was provided.  
Priebe reported that the CDC Board meeting scheduled for Wednesday, August 17th was rescheduled 
to Wednesday, September 21st at noon.  She also reported that the first ever car show during 
Headwaters Days will be held, called Headlights to Headwaters.  She said they are trying to create an 
event for the Wahpeton side of the river during Headwaters Days.  This is the former Classy/Classic 



Car Show held during NDSCS Homecoming.  Entered vintage cars and trucks will be invited to 
participate in the parade.  Attendees should be able to walk from Wells Memorial Park to the 
Wahpeton area for the car show, and food vendors will be available.   
 
Priebe announced that the new rTown app will be launched tomorrow by its developer OmniByte 
Technology at the One Million Cups event in Fargo about 9:15 am.  The rTown app will cover all 
things in Wahpeton, such as places to stay, shopping, eating venues, events, maps, etc.  O’Meara gave 
a demonstration on how to navigate the free app.  She said they will start advertising about the app so 
people can start utilizing it.  Council members felt this new technology will be great.   
  
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
PW Report – Rogahn requested referral to Public Works Committee of an Update by the ND 
Department of Health on Nutrient Reductions Being Pushed by the EPA (ammonia).  Mayor 
Hansey will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee.  Rogahn requested the 
Public Works meeting scheduled for 5:00 pm on August 23rd be moved to noon to accommodate the 
representative/presenter from the Dept. of Health.   
 
Rogahn requested referral to Public Works Committee of Pump Replacement at the Transfer Lift 
Station.  Mayor Hansey will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee. 
 
Rogahn requested referral to Public Works Committee of Parking near Leach Public Library.  
Mayor Hansey will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee. 
 
Rogahn requested referral to Public Works Committee of Community Center Sidewalk 
Replacement.  Mayor Hansey will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee. 
 
Rogahn gave an update on the diffuser replacement schedule at Pond #1, saying they are transferring 
water from Cell #1 to Cell #3, and gravity feeding Cell #2 up to Cell #6.  The pumps are scheduled to 
arrive later this week.  Regarding 16th Avenue North, Rogahn said Central Specialties is scheduled to 
be here this week to pave the base course on the street weather permitting.  The street crew continues 
with street patching.  Discussion held.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR & COUNCIL 
Request Council approval of appointment of Brian Steeves to the Wahpeton Airport Authority 
term ending June 30, 2020 replacing Jim Aldrich – Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Lambrecht, 
to approve appointment of Brian Steeves to the Wahpeton Airport Authority term ending June 
30, 2020 replacing Jim Aldrich.  Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’. 
 
Request Council approval of appointment of Brett Lambrecht to the Leach Public Library 
Board term ending June 30, 2019 replacing Chris DeVries – Motion by DeVries, seconded by 
Miller, to approve appointment of Brett Lambrecht to the Leach Public Library Board term 
ending June 30, 2019 replacing Chris DeVries.  Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’. 
 
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES & BOARDS 
Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee Report 
DeVries said the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee met at noon on August 8th.  
PILOT Application for Kennedy Park Apartments – ongoing discussion 
 
Police Dept. Relocation Project Planning & Financing – discussion 
 
Old City Hall - update 
 



Public Works & Public Safety Committee Report 
Lambrecht said the Public Works & Public Safety Committee met at noon on August 9th. 
Dwight Township Culvert Replacement – motion to recommend proceeding to expend up to 
$12,000 for replacement – Motion by Lambrecht, seconded by Dale, to approve proceeding to 
expend up to $12,000 for replacement of the two Dwight Township Culverts.  Motion carried 
with a roll call vote of 7-0. 
 
Golf Clubhouse Walk Bridge Plank Replacement – discussion 
 
Tree Dump Stump Grinding – motion to recommend no longer accepting stump grindings – Motion 
by Lambrecht, seconded by Schmidt, to approve No Longer Accepting Stump Grindings at the 
Tree Dump Site and to notify tree companies.  Discussion held.  Motion carried with all voting 
‘aye’. 
 
Volunteer Park River Bank Sluffing – discussion 
 
Dakota Ave. Bridge Repairs – discussion 
 
NDSCS ROW Vacations – discussion 
 
Old City Hall – update 
 
Former Industrial Plating Property 
 
Lot 2 Block 1 Oakwood Addition Minor Replat 
 
School Resource Officer 
 
Dilapidated Properties Report – Discussion held. 
 
July 2016 Bill Pay Report  
DISBURSEMENTS FUND                  ACCOUNTS PAYABLE  PAYROLL & GL     TOTAL 
101 GENERAL FUND                                        $244,951.65           $26,145.40       $271,097.05 
201 WATER OPERATING FUND                        $29,152.68           $37,280.39 $66,433.07 
202 SANITARY SEWER OPERATING FUND     $64,109.40           $24,725.66 $88,835.06 
203 WASTE REMOVAL OPERATING FUND      $21,795.89                $845.04 $22,640.93 
204 WASTE REDUCTION FUND  $150.00             $4,749.28   $4,899.28 
205 VECTOR CONTROL FUND  $679.85      $679.85 
206 STREET LIGHTING                                        $9,280.72   $9,280.72 
209 LIBRARY LEVY FUND                                    $8,959.12           $15,163.23 $24,122.35 
216 AIRPORT 4-MILL LEVY FUND                     $65,960.47                $494.96 $66,455.43 
226 EMPLOYEE SAFETY COMMITTEE  $134.99      $134.99 
227 ANNUAL RESERVE WH FUND                           -$2,516.50  -$2,516.50 
229 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FUND                $8,407.04   $8,407.04 
233 REAL ESTATE LEVY FUND  $344.00      $344.00 
234 SPECIAL STREET MAINT FUND                   $8,753.81   $8,753.81 
236 LEVEE MAINTENANCE                                  $8,809.56            $9,291.31 $18,100.87 
253 METER DEPOSITS TRUST FUND                 $1,175.44   $1,175.44 
271 ECONOMIC DEVEL DEPT FUND                  $2,217.97           $14,088.42 $16,306.39 
303 MISCELLANEOUS FUND    $77.00        $77.00 
318 WEED MAINT LEVY FUND                            $3,784.00   $3,784.00 
319 LODGING TAX FUND                                     $1,630.40   $1,630.40 
320 SALES TAX OPERATING FUND                  $16,516.59 $16,516.59 
321 SALES TAX RESERVE FUND                      $11,037.42 $11,037.42 
324 SALES TAX MINI MATCH RSRV FUND                               $126.00      $126.00 
326 REVOLVING LOAN FUND                             $4,210.00                                         $4,210.00 
327 CDBG PASS THRU                                    $370,000.00                                     $370,000.00 
340 HANDICAPPED PARKING FINES  $420.00      $420.00 
393 DOWNTOWN CARE & MTC FUND              $10,208.58 $10,208.58 
461 R/I #11516 SERIES 2016    $80.50        $80.50 
574 5-2-97 (FLOOD PHASE II)                            $78,321.94 $78,321.94 
647 WESTDALE PROJECT  $234.00      $234.00 
649 WTP LIME SILO & SLAKER                         $26,680.93 $26,680.93 
TOTAL                                                                $998,083.95        $130,393.19   $1,128,477.14 



     
SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
The following Committee Meetings were then scheduled: 
 

a. Planning Commission  August 18th, 4:00 P.M. 
b. Finance Cmt.  August 22nd, 12:00 Noon 
c. Public Works Cmt.  August 23rd, 5:00 P.M. (changed to noon) 

 
Motion by Wateland, seconded by Bertsch, to adjourn at 5:55 p.m.  Motion carried with all 
voting ‘aye’. 
 
___________________________ 
Mayor Hansey 
 
___________________________ 
Lynelle Amos, Finance Assistant  


