Wahpeton City Council
August 4, 2025
5:00 p.m.

Present: Mayor Brett Lambrecht, Council Members Shannon Schillinger, Chad Perdue, David Woods 11,
Jason Goltz, Tiana Bohn, Kelly McNary, Renata Fobb, and Cory Unruh (remotely)

Absent: None

Also Present: Finance Director Darcie Huwe, City Attorney Brittany Hatting, Assistant City Attorney
Will Budke, Public Works Director Dennis Miranowski, Community Development Director Chris
DeVries, Police Chief Matthew Anderson, Deputy Police Chief Tim Appell, Finance Assistant Lynelle
Amos, and Deputy Auditor Cheryl O’Meara

CALL TO ORDER — PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Meeting called to order by Mayor Lambrecht. The pledge of allegiance was then recited.

PUBLIC HEARINGS/CITIZEN CONCERNS/ETC.

Limiting the Use of Fireworks Request Amendment of Ord. 1059 — resident Jim McKinnon — Jim
McKinnon of 424 7% St. N. said they recently provided information to the council regarding restricting
fireworks use and have also done so in the past and encouraged a prompt decision be made regarding this
matter.

Preserving the Use of Fireworks — resident Finn Abrahamson — Mr. Abrahamson was not present.

Brad Schmitz of 719 30" Terrace East, West Fargo, said he is the owner of Little Unny’s and also Black
Powder Fireworks. He said Wahpeton Community Development backed them in constructing a building
for their fireworks business in Wahpeton and after making this investment in the Wahpeton location he
felt it would be detrimental to his business if the number of days to light off fireworks was restricted.

Niel Braun of 500 4™ Ave. S. said a survey was conducted regarding the number of days residents can use
fireworks and the majority of residents felt 3 days was sufficient. He felt the Council should go along with
what the residents who replied wanted.

Lambrecht said a survey was mailed out to Wahpeton residents for input regarding the number of days
they would like to see fireworks allowed. Fireworks days of sale would not change and remain at 9 days.
He asked Council to consider if they would like to follow the survey results or leave the ordinance the
way it is. Motion by McNary to approve amending Ordinance 1059 to 3 days, July 3"9-5" from 4:00
p.m. to 11:00 p.m. It was stated that the survey actually had the highest results for 4 days, July 2" — 5%,
McNary amended his motion, seconded by Goltz, to approve amending Ordinance No. 1059 to
allow fireworks July 2" — July 5 from 4:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. and on July 4™ 4:00 p.m. to 12:00
midnight. Discussion held regarding the survey. Motion carried 6-2, with McNary, Fobb, Unruh,
Schillinger, Perdue, and Goltz voting ‘aye’; and Bohn and Woods voting ‘nay’. City Attorney Hatting
said an ordinance will need to be drafted and requested referral to the Finance Committee for review.
Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee.

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS (presented by the Mayor) —
Approval of minutes of regular meeting held July 21, 2025
Games of Chance Licenses, Site Authorizations & Special Permits:
Wahpeton All Sports Booster Club — Raffle Permit

Other Games of Chance and/or Special Permits:



BW Blades — Raffle Permit
All American Cheerleaders Association Pearl Harbor Trip — Raffle Permit

Presentation/Approval of Reports
NDSCS Opening Week Block Party August 24" 4:30-7:00 p.m.
NDLC 2025 Annual Conference September 17-19, 2025

Mayor Lambrecht asked if there were any items to be removed from the consent agenda and there were
none. Motion by Goltz, seconded by Schillinger, to approve the Consent Agenda items as presented.
Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.

REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICERS AND STAFF

FINANCE DIRECTOR

2026 Preliminary Budget https://www.wahpeton.com/citybudget — Huwe reported the 2026
Preliminary Budget was reviewed at the Finance Committee meeting. The PW Committee members also
received the preliminary budget books. The City website statistics show it has been viewed by 182 unique
IP addresses. She has received several follow-up questions or clarifications on specific line items which
are always appreciated. The Council approved the tax levy on July 21%, upon approval of the preliminary
budget amounts may be decreased but not increased. Highlights of the 2026 Preliminary Budget were: 1)
The proposed property tax levy is projected to increase from the current year by $68,548 or 3%. The
proposed tax levy valuation multiplier for city services will decrease from 84.74 to 81.86 due to a 7%
increase in property valuations approved during the equalization process in April.

2) Implementation of the increased residential property tax credit from $500 to $1,600 means the property
taxes payable on a home valued at $200,000 for the 2024 budget and subsequently valued at $222,560
(+11%) for the 2026 budget will decrease from $748 to $433 (-42%). Meaning the monthly amount of an
escrow account attributed to city property taxes is forecasted to decrease from $65 this year to $36 next
year. 3) The General Fund budget is nearly identical to the current year budget, decreasing $2,105.
Increased costs related to compensation are offset with decreased expenses and transfers out to other
funds. 4) Utility rates are also proposed to hold level, pending the timing of several large capital
improvement plans. 5) Sales tax revenues are projected to increase $1,787,000 (+50%) with the
additional 1% sales tax for the recreation center. Huwe stated the preliminary budget must be adopted by
August 10™. Motion by Bohn, seconded by Woods, to approve the 2026 Preliminary Budget, and to
schedule a Public Hearing on the proposed 2026 Budget on September 15, 2025, at 5:00 p.m.
Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.

Reminder of State Equalization in Bismarck August 12 at 8:30 a.m.

Huwe gave a reminder that State Equalization will be held in Bismarck on August 12" at 8:30 a.m. City
Assessor Broadland will be in attendance. There are no properties in Wahpeton whose values are being
contested at this time.

ATTORNEY

City Attorney Report — Assistant City Attorney Budke reported there is a contract pending approval
with Erica Chisholm to provide the Public Defender service. It is a similar agreement as was entered into
with the former Public Defender for many years. The cost would be $1,800 per month, with a 2% annual
increase. The rest of the terms of the contract remain the same, and after approval would go through
December 2026. Motion by Bohn, seconded by McNary, to approve entering into an agreement with
Erica Chisholm as Indigent Defense Attorney. Motion carried with a roll call vote of 8-0.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

Community Enhancement Cmt. Recommendation — After a recent meeting of the Community
Enhancement Committee (CEC), DeVries requested a funding request for a proposed movie theatre be
referred to the Finance Committee. Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Finance, Personnel &
Economic Development Committee.



https://www.wahpeton.com/citybudget

DeVries said the CEC also recommend approval of cost participation for greenspace improvements at the
corner of 2™ Avenue and 6 Street North. There are a couple of families who would like to donate some
improvements there in honor of other family members, such as some picnic tables and a seating bench.
During internal discussions it was felt it was pertinent to have concrete for the donated items to be placed
at that location, so he asked the committee to consider up to $10,000 from the 1% restaurant tax to cover
the cost of that concrete. This would assist with improving the green space but also with the possibility of
holding more events on 2" Avenue. Discussion held. Motion by Bohn, seconded by Woods, to
approve up to $10,000 from the 1% Restaurant Tax for concrete improvements to the greenspace
lot at the corner of 2"! Avenue and 6™ Street North as recommended by the Community
Enhancement Committee. Motion carried with a roll call vote of 8-0.

Community Development Report — DeVries then provided some updates, reporting the City received
grants from the State for tree removal as well as some available city funding and bid requests have been
sent out for that program. A pre-bid meeting will be held this Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. at City Hall. He
reported that the HIPP (Housing Improvement Partnership Program) continues through Gate City Bank.
There have been 15 applications received, and it will continue to be available until October 31%'. He said
the Planning Commission reviewed the Renaissance Zone Annual Report, and they will continue to look
at Legacy Lakes zoning, etc. Regarding the CVB, DeVries reported the 9U Cal Ripken baseball
tournament was a success with many good comments and lots of visitors staying in the hotels and
campgrounds.

LIBRARY DIRECTOR

Library Report — Library Director Bakken reported August usually brings a slowdown in programming,
but the library will continue to host preschool story times on Tuesday mornings. Fall programming will
begin September 2" with information available on the library’s Facebook page and website. The free
lunch program for children under 18 will end this Friday. On average, the library served 35-40 children
per day. Last week’s zoo library day saw a total of 59 attendees of all ages. Acknowledgement and thanks
were given to the Friends of the Library for sponsoring the library’s share of the event and to the
volunteers for their help that day. Youth Services Director Kercher provided numbers for the Summer
Reading Program held June 2" to July 25%. There were 189 participants, 40 completed the program, the
number of Bank of ND Save recipients was 27, the total number of days read by pre-readers through
school-aged participants was 1,275, 40 total number of programs, and 277 total number of program
participants.

POLICE CHIEF

Police Dept. Report — Police Chief Anderson talked about the Police Department budget saying while
going through the budget process at committee a copy of the PD schedule had been presented to show the
need for an additional full-time employee in 2026. He talked about the possibility of removing the new
vehicle expense from the budget as consideration is being given to a capital lease option instead of
purchasing through the City’s CIP. He said license plate readers had been discussed recently and were
added to the budget, but the flock system was left out. He can be contacted with any questions.

Street Closure Request Classy/Classic Car Show Sept. 11% — Police Chief Anderson presented a street
closure request for approval for a car show. Motion by Woods, seconded by Perdue, to approve the
request for Street Closure on September 11, 2025, of the 400 and 500 Blocks of Dakota Avenue
from 3:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. for the Classy & Classic Car Show. Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR

Public Works Report —
Referrals to PW Cmt.:




Refinishing the Floor of the Water Treatment Plant — Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the
Public Works & Public Safety Committee.

Utility Box Art — Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee.

Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee of Review of Changes to the Water Supply
Agreement with SERWU. Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public Works & Public Safety
Committee.

Miranowski reported on the Public Works/Street Department tasks/activities in the past few weeks that
have been completed or that are being worked on.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR & COUNCIL
McNary reported on the success of the 9U Cal Ripken baseball tournament this past weekend and thanked
all of those involved.

Recreation Center Project Updates — Lambrecht said updates will be provided during the committee
reports.

REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Public Works & Public Safety Committee Report

Woods said the Public Works & Public Safety Committee met on July 28™ at 4:00 p.m.
Vector Control Report — discussion

Vector Control Building Plans & Specs — motion to approve and proceed to advertise for bids —
Motion by Woods, second by Fobb, to approve the Plans and Specs and to authorize Receipt of Bids
for the proposed Vector Control Building. Discussion held. Motion carried with a roll call vote of 8-
0.

Electrical Repairs at Golf Clubhouse — motion to approve $1,409.91 — Motion by Woods, seconded
by Perdue, to approve the invoice from Southern Valley Electric, Inc. for electrical repairs at the
Bois de Sioux Golf Clubhouse in the amount of $1,409.91 in addition to submitting the invoice to
the open insurance claim for reimbursement. Discussion held. Motion carried with a roll call vote of
8-0.

Architectural Services Agreement with JLG Architects for the SPARC Center — motion to proceed
to approve — Motion by Woods, second by Perdue, to approve the Architectural Services Agreement
with JLG Architects for SPARC (Southern Prairie Activity & Recreation Center), contingent on
City Attorney approval. Motion carried with a roll call vote of 8-0.

Special Event Street Closures — discussion

Building Official Updates — City Attorney Hatting was asked for an update on Briarwood, which she
said she will be meeting with Building Official Johnson as there are a number of units, and they will
decide what the best possible route moving forward will be for abatement. It is currently on her to handle
things with Briarwood’s attorney.

Yard Junk & Clutter - discussion

Referrals — See PW Director Report

Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee Report
Bohn said the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee met July 28% at 5:00 p.m.




ND Community Foundation Agreement to manage SPARC Donations — motion to approve — Motion
by Bohn, seconded by Schillinger, to approve entering into a Fiscal Sponsorship Agreement with
the North Dakota Community Foundation for the purpose of holding the donations for the
proposed Southern Activity & Recreation Center (SPARC). Motion carried with a roll call vote of
8-0.

Placer AI Location Intelligence & Foot Traffic Data Community Development Updates — discussion
Hub Compensation Study Update - discussion

Public Defender Contract — discussion

2026 Preliminary Budget Update - discussion

Referrals

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Bohn asked about an update on when the 2022 audit would occur which Huwe answered she has not

heard back from the State Auditor’s Office. She did send a response to them when the proposal was
approved by the Council.

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS
The following Committee Meetings were then scheduled:

a. Public Works Committee August 11", 2025, 4:00 p.m.
b. Finance Committee August 11%, 2025, 5:00 p.m.

Motion by Goltz, seconded by Schillinger, to adjourn at 6:05 p.m. Motion carried.

Mayor Brett Lambrecht

Lynelle Amos, Finance Assistant



