
Wahpeton City Council 
August 18, 2025  

5:00 p.m. 
 

Present:  Mayor Brett Lambrecht, Council Members Shannon Schillinger, Chad Perdue, Tiana Bohn, 
Kelly McNary, Renata Fobb, and Cory Unruh 
 
Absent:  David Woods II and Jason Goltz 
 
Also Present:  Finance Director Darcie Huwe, City Attorney Brittany Hatting, Public Works Director 
Dennis Miranowski, Community Development Director Chris DeVries, Library Director Melissa Bakken, 
Police Chief Matthew Anderson, Deputy Police Chief Tim Appell, Finance Assistant Lynelle Amos, and 
Deputy Auditor Cheryl O’Meara 
 
CALL TO ORDER – PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Meeting called to order by Mayor Brett Lambrecht.  The pledge of allegiance was recited.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS (presented by Mayor Lambrecht) –  
     Approval of minutes of regular meeting held August 4, 2025 
     Games of Chance Licenses, Site Authorizations & Special Permits:  
         BW Blades Youth Hockey – Raffle Permit for 12/12/25 
         BW Blades Youth Hockey – Raffle Permit for 11/20/25-2/12/26 
                                       
     Presentation/Approval of Reports 
         July 2025 Bill Pay Report $1,512,286.51 (see below) 
         July 2025 Financial Statements 
                  
Mayor Lambrecht asked if there were any items to be removed from the consent agenda and there were 
none.  Motion by Fobb, seconded by Bohn, to approve the Consent Agenda items as presented.  
Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’.  
 
REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICERS AND STAFF 
FINANCE DIRECTOR 
Special Assessments 2025 – Res. 3923– Huwe explained the Eastside Streets Mill & Overlay Project 
ST23-277 and ST23-278 are complete and ready to be reviewed by the Special Assessment Commission.  
The total project costs are estimated at $864,181.  The Bank of ND Infrastructure Loan fund will finance 
$447,114 and $417,068 will be funded from the Sales Tax for Infrastructure.  She requested a motion to 
adopt Resolution 3923 Directing Assessments to be levied. 
 

Council member Perdue offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 3923 
RESOLUTION DIRECTING ASSESSMENTS TO BE LEVIED FOR: 

 

EASTSIDE STREETS MILL & OVERLAY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
(Project No. ST23-277 and Project No. ST23-278) 

$447,114.00 
 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Unruh.  
Motion carried with a roll call vote 6-0. 
 
Telephone & Internet Service Provider Cost Proposals – refer to Finance Cmt. – Huwe said the 60-
month service contract between the City and Midcontinent Communications is nearly complete.  Cost 
proposals for 36-month service agreements from Midcontinent and Red River Communications for all 
city telephone and internet services have been received for review.  Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item 
to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee. 



 
Hub International Compensation Study – refer to PW Cmt. – Huwe said Hub International has 
completed a market comparison and recommended compensation guide.  Mayor Lambrecht will refer this 
item to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee. 
 
Bremer Bank Collateralization Agreement – refer to Finance Cmt. – Huwe said Bremer Bank 
provides primary depository and general checking account services to the City.  In November 2024 
Bremer Bank and Old National Bank announced plans to merge.  Bremer Bank will transition to Old 
National Bank in October 2025.  It is intended Bremer Bank personnel and facilities will become Old 
National Bank personnel and facilities.  One change we will need to make is in reference to our 
collateralization of funds, which is currently provided between a partnership of Wells Fargo and Bremer 
Bank, Old National Bank utilizes New York Mellon for collateralization of funds.  She requested the Old 
National Bank Collateralization agreement be referred to the Finance Cmt.  Mayor Lambrecht will refer 
this item to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee. 
 
Park Board Request for Funding – refer to Finance Cmt. – Huwe explained the Wahpeton Park Board 
has implemented several changes in their financial management practices and coordination with 
Chahinkapa Zoo.  They would like to review the changes and present a funding proposal.  Mayor 
Lambrecht will refer this item to the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee. 
 
City Hall Closed September 1st in observation of Labor Day 
 
ATTORNEY 
Notification of Potential Litigation – Discontinuation of Water Service – City Attorney Hatting 
explained under City ordinance owners of property are responsible to maintain and keep in good proper 
repair their own private water service lines, so from the point they connect with the City main to the point 
the water line goes into their homes is the property owner’s responsibility.  Under City ordinance if there 
is a leak or issue that continues for 48 hours or more the Public Works Director/City Water 
Superintendent is authorized to discontinue service.  In late spring of 2025 a leak was located in a private 
water service line serving the residence at 416 4th Ave. N. with the leak impacting the neighbor’s 
basement.  Upon further investigation the private service line was determined to be lead and in an odd 
location, it runs between two houses that are not served by it and under a structure/garage before it 
reaches the home that it serves.  The resident/owner of the service line was made aware, and since that 
time there has been an ongoing dispute with the resident regarding that line which has ultimately resulted 
in threats of litigation against the City.  In an effort to eliminate some of the issues regarding the location 
of the service line the City has already extended its water main to the front of the property so as to 
eliminate the connection that runs between houses and under the structure/garage.  Due to the threat of 
ongoing litigation, the City Attorney’s office sought guidance in closed session from the Public Works 
Committee on July 14th and the result of that closed session was to direct the City Attorney to 
communicate with the homeowner that they would have 30 days from the date the new City water main 
was available to them to connect the new service line.  Information on the project’s eligibility for the 
City’s Housing Assistance & Redevelopment Program (HARP) was also provided.  It assists eligible 
residents in need of new water and sewer line connections with up to a $10,000 grant.  The resident is 
aware and to date has not applied for the program.  The new water main has been installed and the date 
provided to the homeowner for water shut off was August 25, 2025.  To date that private service line has 
not been repaired or replaced and continues to leak.  Due to the threat of litigation the City has contacted 
NDIRF to see if they will engage and cover the City to provide attorney consultation.  Staff is seeking 
ratification of the decision from the Council to discontinue water service to that leaking service line 
serving 416 4th Ave. N. on August 25, 2025.  Discussion held.  Motion by Bohn, seconded by Perdue, 
to approve ratification of the decision to Discontinue Water Service to the leaking service line 
serving 416 4th Avenue North on August 25, 2025 if there is no resolution by that time.  Motion 
carried with a roll call vote of 6-0.  Due to the threat of pending litigation, Hatting asked that any 
communications regarding this matter be directed to her office.   



 
Bulk Water Agreement – City Attorney Hatting said on July 21, 2025, the Council approved a bulk 
water sales agreement between the City and Southeast Water Users (SEWU) contingent upon approval of 
the ND Department of Water Resources.  During the review process changes were suggested by SEWU, 
the City, and the Dept. of Water Resources.  Within that agreement the amount of water and the price 
remain the same, the process to terminate the agreement and billing details were changed to satisfy all 
parties.  This agreement will generate an additional $441,000 to $693,000 in water sales annually that will 
be dedicated to funding water treatment and distribution improvement projects like the water tower 
rehabilitation, lead service line replacements, and reinvestment in the water treatment plant.  Motion by 
Unruh, seconded by McNary, to approve the Revised Bulk Water Purchase Agreement between the 
City of Wahpeton and Southeast Water Users.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0.   
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Community Development Report – DeVries reported he visited the Wahpeton High School during 
teacher orientation to provide information about the City and welcome the teachers to town.  He said this 
is something he is happy to do for any businesses or groups with newcomers to make sure they are 
welcomed to the community.  He also gave a reminder of the NDSCS Block Party this Sunday, August 
24th from 4:30-7:00 p.m. with a free picnic meal, yard games, and entertainment.  The Classy & Classic 
Car Show will be held September 11th.  Bull Bash is scheduled for September 13th in Wells Memorial 
Park.  Fall Festival will be held October 10-11, 2025.  A list of events can be found at 
wahpetonevents.com.  The Convention & Visitors Bureau recently approved sponsorship for Holiday 
Lane.  They also received a request from Wahpeton Parks & Recreation to expand the camp sites at 
Kidder Recreation Area.  Tomorrow the next Around Town Video will be available featuring David 
Woods who is the athletic director for Wahpeton Public Schools and he talks about the upcoming school 
year.      
 
LIBRARY DIRECTOR 
Library Report – Bakken reported September is National Library Card Sign Up Month.  If you live in 
Wahpeton or Richland County the card is free, if you live in Breckenridge they can get a card from their 
library and apply with Leach Library using the same card.  She announced text and email messages to 
patrons will look different beginning today.  Those who signed up for text reminders should receive a 
Welcome Text from the library instructing you on how to use the new notification system.  Those who 
use email messages will have notices that also look different and all emails should come from “Leach 
Public Library”.  Users will be notified of items coming due, overdue, or request pick up reminder.  
Patrons can opt in or out of this service at any time by calling the library.  The library will have a table at 
the NDSCS Block Party on August 24th providing information about the library and a chance to win a 
door prize.  The next Library Board meeting will be next Thursday at 4 p.m.  Fall programming will begin 
September 2nd and fall hours will include Saturday openings from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. beginning September 
6th.  Programming updates and calendars can be found on the library’s website or Facebook page.  Bakken 
announced the Red Door Art Gallery will be hosting an open house from 10am to 6pm on Saturday.   The 
library will be closed Monday, September 1st on observation of Labor Day. 
 
POLICE CHIEF 
Police Dept. Report – Police Chief Anderson reported the Wahpeton Fine Arts Festival being held 
August 23rd will no longer be closing the alley, they will just be in Town Centre Square.  The Police 
Department will be taking part in the Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaign through an NDDOT 
Saturation Grant from August 15th through September 1st.  The PD received the 2026 Law Enforcement 
Saturation grant in the amount of $18,500 that they will implement throughout the year which will go 
towards seat belt saturation, current driving saturation, server training, and speed saturation.   
 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
Public Works Report – 
 



Referrals to PW Cmt.: 
Storm Sewer Repairs 1600 Block of 7th St. N. – Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public 
Works & Public Safety Committee. 
 
Miranowski requested referral to Public Works Committee of review of AmericInn request for 
Reimbursement for Private Valve Replacement.  Mayor Lambrecht will refer this item to the Public 
Works & Public Safety Committee. 
 
Miranowski reported on the Public Works/Street Department tasks/activities in the past few weeks that 
have been completed or that are being worked on. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR & COUNCIL – Mayor Lambrecht asked if any in the 
audience wished to be recognized and there were none.  He then congratulated Kelly McNary on National 
Umpire for national baseball tournaments.  He also recognized Wahpeton’s amateur baseball team the 
Wahppers who were the AA Amateur Baseball State Champions.   
 
Recreation Center Project Updates – Lambrecht said last week some financing scenarios were 
reviewed with bond counsel and it will continue to be discussed.  The agreement approved with ND 
Community Foundation has been submitted.  
 
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
Public Works & Public Safety Committee Report 
McNary said the Public Works & Public Safety Committee met on August 11th at 4:00 p.m. 
 

McNary requested to ratify appointment of the Mayor to the PW Cmt. for the August 11th, 2025, meeting 
to attain a quorum – Motion by Perdue, seconded by Unruh, to approve the Ratification of the 
Appointment of Mayor Lambrecht to the Public Works & Public Safety Committee in the Absence 
of a Quorum on August 11, 2025.  Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’. 
 
Refinishing the Floors of the Water Treatment Plant – motion to proceed with proposal from Fargo 
Garage Doors & Floors of $41,080 – Motion by McNary, second by Perdue, to approve awarding the 
bid to Fargo Garage Floors & Doors for Refinishing the Water Treatment Plant Floors in the 
amount of $41,080.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0.   
 
Water Supply Agreement – discussion 
 
Utility Box Artwork – discussion 
 
Approve Plans & Specs for the Booster Station in the Wellfield Relocation Proj. W19-251 – 
motion to approve and authorize receipt of bids – Motion by McNary, seconded by Perdue, to 
approve Plans & Specs and Authorize Receipt of Bids for the Booster Station in the Wellfield 
Relocation Project W19-251.  Motion carried with all voting ‘aye’. 
 
Review Bids & Award for the Booster Station of the Wellfield Relocation Proj. W19-251 – 
discussion – Miranowski provided an update saying City Attorney Hatting had sent a letter requesting the 
release of the third bid and later it was discovered that there were no technical difficulties in uploading the 
documents to the bid platform from Quest, it was simply the third bidder did not acknowledge the 
addendum number two which was required to submit a bid so they were not allowed to bid.  A letter from 
Apex Engineering Group was provided which recommended that the City award the booster station 
contract to Dakota Pump of Mitchell, SD, in the amount of $998,800.  Motion by Bohn, seconded by 
McNary, to approve Awarding the Booster Station of the Wellfield Relocation Project W19-251 to 
Dakota Pump in the amount of $998,800.00.  Motion carried with a roll call vote of 6-0. 
 



Building Official Updates 
 
Yard, Junk and Clutter - discussion 
 
Referrals – See PW Director Report 
 
Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee Report 
Bohn said the Finance, Personnel & Economic Development Committee met August 11th at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Community Enhancement Committee Recommendation on Theater Project – discussion 
 
Restrictions o the Use of Fireworks Ord. 1073 – motion to offer first reading – Bohn explained the 
dates to ignite any fireworks were changed to July 2nd through July 5th from 4:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
except on July 4th it would be from 4:00 p.m. to 12:00 midnight.  This does not impact the dates of sales 
which remain as beginning June 27 and ending July 5, both days inclusive. 
 

Council member Bohn offered the first reading of the following Ordinance: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1073 
AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REPLACING  

SECTION 14-115 – RESTRICTIONS ON USE OF FIREWORKS  
   

Referrals 
 
July 2025 Bill Pay Report  
DISBURSEMENTS FUND                                   ACCOUNTS PAYABLE                 PAYROLL & GL              TOTAL 
101 GENERAL FUND $362,250.32 $49,496.26 $411,746.58 
201 WATER OPERATING FUND $118,226.31 $58,954.61 $177,180.92 
202 SANITARY SEWER OPERATING FUND $57,216.52 $41,662.81 $98,879.33 
203 WASTE REMOVAL OPERATING FUND $36,941.55 $2,738.68 $39,680.23 
204 WASTE REDUCTION FUND $1,703.46  $1,703.46 
205 VECTOR CONTROL FUND $2,438.42 $5,717.34 $8,155.76 
206 STREET LIGHTING $15,289.06  $15,289.06 
207 STORM WATER UTILITY $761.96  $761.96 
209 LIBRARY LEVY FUND $12,059.59 $19,752.84 $31,812.43 
216 AIRPORT 4-MILL LEVY FUND $2,927.47 $1,076.26 $4,003.73 
233 REAL ESTATE LEVY FUND $15,782.00  $15,782.00 
234 SPECIAL STREET MAINT FUND $14,207.64  $14,207.64 
236 LEVEE MAINTENANCE $49,082.01 $19,260.48 $68,342.49 
261 UNEMPLOYMENT COMP RESERVE FUND $18.02  $18.02 
271 ECONOMIC DEVEL DEPT FUND $691.00 $15,004.24 $15,695.24 
303 MISCELLANEOUS FUND $19.00  $19.00 
315 TAX INCREMENT FUND $1,250.00  $1,250.00 
318 WEED MAINT LEVY FUND $1,715.00  $1,715.00 
319 LODGING TAX FUND $12,218.74  $12,218.74 
320 SALES TAX OPERATING FUND $18,496.33  $18,496.33 
321 SALES TAX RESERVE FUND $3,377.00  $3,377.00 
325 SALES TAX H.E.L.P. HOUSING FUND $11,911.93  $11,911.93 
326 REVOLVING LOAN FUND $416.67  $416.67 
330 JULY 4TH FIREWORKS $1,108.94  $1,108.94 
365 PD SPEC EQUIP SINKING FUND $1,672.00  $1,672.00 
390 CLUBHOUSE MAINTENANCE  $1,730.00  $1,730.00 
393 1% RESTAURANT TAX FUND $15,001.04  $15,001.04 
401 BDSGC CART SUBLEASE $6,488.00  $6,488.00 
602 RED RIVER VALLEY WATER SUPPLY PROJ  $655.00  $655.00 
603 WATER TOWER REHAB PROJ W24-285 $5,291.50  $5,291.50 
604 SPARC REC CENTER 2025 $535.31  $535.31 
659 RIVER POINTE ACRES $630.00  $630.00 
672 8TH AVE. N PROJ. ST19-248 $83,749.16  $83,749.16 
675 WELL FIELD RECLO PROJ W19-251 $234,130.77  $234,130.77 
676 DOWNTOWN S. STREETS ST20-255 $32,524.27  $32,524.27 
679 W.WATER FACILITY PLAN $5,629.00  $5,629.00 
681 LEGACY LAKES ST21-263 $8,218.85  $8,218.85 
693 EAST CENTRAL & SE ST PROJ ST23-278 $43,527.08  $43,527.08 
695 GOLF COURSE INTAKE SS23-276 $36,630.42  $36,630.42 
696 GOLF COURSE BRIDGE SW23-280   $0.00 
697 4TH ST & 4TH AVE S DOTST24-283 $28,650.25  $28,650.25 
698 4 TH ST & 4TH AVE S ST24-284 $22,253.50  $22,253.50 
699 WEST CENTRAL IMP DIST ST24-287 $31,197.90   $31,197.90 
TOTAL $1,298,622.99 $213,663.52 $1,512,286.51 



 
SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
The following Committee Meetings were then scheduled: 
 

a. Public Works Committee  August 25, 2025,  4:00 p.m. 
b. Finance Committee  August 25, 2025,  5:00 p.m.  

 
Motion by McNary, seconded by Schillinger, to adjourn at 5:44 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
________________________________ 
Mayor Brett Lambrecht 
 
________________________________ 
Lynelle Amos, Finance Assistant 


