City Council Meeting

November 16, 2009
5:00pm

Council Members Present:  Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, Mayor Sturdevant, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, and Bohn.

Staff Present:  Huwe, Lies, Nelson, Priebe, Thorsteinson, and Broadland.
Others Present: Appell, Mike Manstrom (Dougherty & Company), Barry Burchill, Ryan Burchill (Burchill Construction), Randy Pope (Interstate Engineering), and Doreen Reinke (Circle of Nations School).  

Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order.  

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Mitskog to approve November 2, 2009 minutes.  Motion carried.
BID AWARD-NSP 

Priebe stated bids were opened on November 13, 2009 for the Neighborhood Stabilization Program.  One bid was received from Burchill Construction, LLC the bid bond and contractor’s license were in order the bid amount was $141,775.  The Grant application through NSP is for $122,000 which includes administrative costs and home buyer education.  Priebe has contacted the North Dakota Housing Finance Agency as the base is $116,000 and that is the amount that was applied for to pay for removal of the home and to have the house moved and construction of a new garage.  Priebe was told that administrative fees could be used to cover construction costs of $3,600, but the home buyer education is a requirement of the program.  If there is any profit from the sale of the home the City is paid back first.  Priebe stated the difference between the $141,775 and the $116,000 is $25,000 will be coming out of the H.E.L.P. fund.    Mayor asked the balance in H.E.L.P. fund, Huwe replied $362,000.  Mitskog asked about the timeliness, Burchill Construction stated they would begin immediately, the Mayor asked if there would be a new foundation, Burchill Construction affirmed.  Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to award the bid of $141,775 to Burchill Construction LLC.  Motion carried 8-0.   

BID AWARD-SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL

Nelson reported that the bid opening was November 13, 2009 there were five bidders and one did not comply with requirements for a contractor’s license on the outside envelope and were unable to open that bid.  The bids that were opened are as follows:  Kuechle Underground, Inc. $69,900.36, Comstock Construction, Inc. $104,500.00, Tangen Construction $110,038.94, and Arends Construction $115,438.94.  Nelson stated that   bidders must be pre-qualified with the NDDOT and the low bidder was not pre-qualified so the bid goes to second lowest bidder. Mayor asked what the amount of the engineer’s estimate, Nelson stated $99,152.  Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Hansey to award the bid to Comstock Construction in the amount of $104,500 contingent upon the NDDOT approval.  Motion carried 8-0.  

Proclamation-National American Indian Heritage Month- Mayor Sturdevant read a proclamation declaring the month of November National American Indian Heritage Month.  Mayor Sturdevant presented Doreen Reinke of Circle of Nations School with the National American Indian Heritage Month Proclamation.  Reinke thanked the City and accepted the proclamation on behalf of the staff, students and families of Native American Heritage.

REPORTS

FINANCE DIRECTOR/AUDITOR HUWE – Huwe asked for approval for any site authorizations or games of chance permits presented.

Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

NDSCS Electrical Club Raffle
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember DeVries, Motion Passed 8-0.
Councilmember Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption:

NDSCS Auto Tech Club Raffle
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, Motion Passed 8-0.

Bond Sale Results & Resolutions - Mike Manstrom with Dougherty & Company stated that the City refinanced five outstanding special assessment bond issues today.  Manstrom stated that the five bonds were combined into one with significant savings on interest rates reduced from 4-5 percent to 1.15 to 3.35 percent.  Manstrom explained that the City will make one bond payment instead of five and the maturity dates will not change as the debt was not restructured.  Manstrom reviewed the Moody’s A-3 bond rating report.  

Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3406

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE AND

ESTABLISHING THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF

$3,130,000 REFUNDING IMPROVEMENT BONDS OF 2009
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, Motion Passed 8-0.
Request for Assignment of Leases for Cell Tower Adjacent to Lagoons - Huwe received correspondence from Western Wireless as they have the tower lease adjacent to the City lagoons.  Western Wireless is asking to transfer the assignment of leases to AT & T Mobility the current lease amount is $792 per month which goes to the Real Estate Levy Fund.  Motion by Wateland, seconded by Bertsch to authorize the assignment of the Western Wireless lease to AT&T Mobility.  Motion carried.

Liquor License Compliance Check Results – Huwe stated that a liquor license compliance check was conducted by the Wahpeton Police Department on November 5, 2009 of all liquor license holders.  There were four establishments that failed the compliance check:  Wahpeton Eagles Club, Pizza Ranch, Poet’s, and The 7 Iron.  Huwe stated that two of the four have received their second violation within a 12 month period.  There is a point system in place and points are assessed based on the violations.  Three of the four have appeared in court and plead guilty and administrative hearings will be held the first or second week in December.  
Committee of the Whole Meeting– Huwe stated that there will be a Committee of the Whole meeting on Wednesday, November 18th at 5pm.  Huwe stated that there are three items on the agenda:  Overview of Building and Codes, Community Marketing Update, and Planning for Extreme Weather Events.   
City Hall Closed November 26th – Huwe stated that City Hall will be closed on Thursday, November 26th in Observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday. 
ASSESSOR BROADLAND –   No Formal Report
ATTORNEY BULLIS – No Formal Report
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE –  

Invest in Your Valley-Priebe reported that the Economic Development Office is looking at marketing Wahpeton  through “Invest in Your Valley” series produced by KVLY TV the cost is $2,000 for one hundred twenty, 15 second ads.  NDSCS is also planning to run ads and production will take place as soon as schedules allow for both the City and NDSCS.  
3/50  Project- Priebe distributed a flyer regarding the 3/50 Project which is a grass roots effort that began in March of this year.  Priebe reviewed the project and it suggests that shoppers pick three independently owned businesses and spend $50 per month.  Visit the350project.net for more information.  
Downtown Appearance Program- Priebe gave an update on the facelift at Wahpeton Floral as the funding is through the downtown appearance program and the Hairetage Hallmark awnings were part of the downtown appearance program.  
Priebe explained in order to access these funds roof inspections must be made and if property owners do not make the necessary repairs there will not be access to public funds for store front renovations for the owner or tenants.    
Building 20- Priebe reported that Building 20 modifications are going well and all concrete should be poured by the end of the week. This will allow Bobcat to move machinery in and out of the building.  Bobcat will begin interviews this week and will continue over the next several weeks.  Priebe spoke with an official at the plant and they are scheduled to begin operations in mid-January.                

Opera House- Priebe spoke with Greg Meide regarding the painting of the Opera House building and the window trim will be applied next year.  The brick on the front will be cleaned up as best as he can and there are only minor things that need to be completed.  
Dakota Avenue Bid Opening-Priebe reported that the bid opening for the Dakota Avenue Street Project is Friday, November 20th beginning at 9:30am via NDDOT Live Bid Opening Webcast.
Request from Visitor’s Committee-Priebe stated that the Visitor’s Committee would like to change their name of the Wahpeton Visitor’s and Convention Bureau.

Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3407

RESOLUTION CHANGING VISITORS COMMITTEE NAME

TO WAHPETON CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bajumpaa, Motion Passed 8-0.
LIBRARIAN MACIVER – No Formal Report
POLICE CHIEF THORSTEINSON – No Formal Report

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON – 
Nelson reported that Dakota Avenue adjacent to the bridge will be reduced to one lane in each direction through Wednesday, November 18th due to work on the 3A levee project.  

Nelson reported that the Red River Basin Commission is holding a series of public forums throughout the Red River Basin.  The last forum in the series will be held from 6:30 to 8:30 in Abercrombie Community Center on Monday, November 23rd an opportunity for individual voices to be heard to implement a flood basin reduction strategy.  The US Army Corps of Engineers will be in attendance to listen to stories and answer questions about their efforts in the Red River Valley. Nelson stated that these meetings are of most interest to rural residents and small towns in Richland County.  
Nelson provided an overview of a professional services contract with Interstate Engineering for the preliminary engineering of the North Central Area Street Rehabilitation Project No. ST10-160 with a contract price not to exceed $26,624.  Motion by Hansey, seconded by Mitskog to approve the contract with Interstate Engineering.  Motion carried all voting aye.   

Councilmember Hansey offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3408

RESOLUTION RECEIVING AND APPROVING ENGINEER’S REPORT

IN IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 10-01-14

(North Central Area Streets Rehabilitation, Project No. ST10-160)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, Motion Passed 8-0.
Nelson discussed the improvement district as it consists of rehabilitation of approximately four miles of streets.   Nelson described the different methods of rehabilitation of the streets, curb and gutter, alley and driveway approaches, and inlets with the total project estimate of $2.23M.  Mayor asked if the project is scheduled for 2010 or 2011,  Nelson stated that it is a 2010 project and will have the bid letting late winter or early spring to start as early as possible next year.  

Councilmember Hansey offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3409

RESOLUTION DECLARING WORK NECESSARY FOR AN IMPROVEMENT

IN IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 10-01-14

(North Central Area Streets Rehabilitation, Project No. ST10-160)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember DeVries, Motion Passed 8-0.
Nelson stated that Resolution 3409 also sets the hearing date of December 21, 2009 at 5pm before the City Council.  Prior to the hearing a public information meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 16, 2009 at 5:30pm at the Wahpeton Community Center. The information for the public meeting will be published once the location has been confirmed. 

Mayor asked if the contractor is going to be pouring concrete on the overlook on the Dakota Avenue Bridge; Nelson stated it is not scheduled for surfacing until next year and they are waiting for a telecommunications line owned by Qwest to be relocated from under the footings, but the footings and retaining wall could be completed yet this year.  

Hansey asked Nelson about the delay in the construction north of Dakota Avenue along the river; Nelson stated that the levee is in place and there is a sheet pile retaining wall at the edge of the river and it needs to be capped with a concrete wall and the river level needs to drop in order to complete the work and the contractor cannot do the finish work until the wet side is complete and the project is not behind schedule.  

REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee –  

Resolution 3405- 

Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3405

RESOLUTION REAPPROVING RESOLUTION NO. 3171

AND APPROVING EXEMPTION OF PROPERTY FOR

NEW SINGLE FAMILY CONSTRUCTION

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Mitskog, Motion Passed 8-0.
Appraiser/Public Works Technician – Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the Appraiser/Public Works Technician position from part-time seasonal to full time position with benefits.  Motion carried 8-0.  
Mayor asked that the Appraiser/Public Works Technician job description be referred to the Public Works Committee for review.  
Employee Evaluations- Bohn asked the Council members to attend the Finance Committee meeting on November 23rd to review evaluations for Huwe, Thorsteinson, and Nelson.

Public Works Committee –
Vector Control Aerial Spraying Contract- 

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to approve the two year aerial spraying contract with Airborne Custom Spraying.  Motion carried 8-0.
Councilmember Hansey offered second reading of the following Ordinance and moved for adoption:


ORDINANCE NO. 925 

 AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND RE-ENACTING

CHAPTER 16 ARTICLE 13 FLOOD PLAIN DISTRICTS

First reading of the foregoing Ordinance was offered by Hansey, duly seconded by Councilmember Wateland, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Wateland, Bertsch, Bohn, Bajumpaa, Schmidt, DeVries, Hansey                           ; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

NOTICE OF HEARING – ZONING ORDINANCE 

 (A proposed Ordinance Amending Chapter 16 Article 13 

Flood Plain Districts)

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to schedule a Public Hearing for a proposed zoning ordinance amendment on Dec. 7th at 5:00 in the City Council Chambers.    Motion carried 8-0.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Schmidt to request proposals for the interior flood control plan in park/zoo area for referral to EDC for funding.  Motion carried 8-0.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Schmidt to approve the Cost Participation & Maintenance Agreement for ND Hwy. 127 with the North Dakota Department of Transportation with the value of the contract not to exceed $23,760.  Motion carried 8-0.
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

a. Thank You Letter from Duane & Inez Lund Briarwood Court
b. Flood Funding Letter of Support Sen. Byron Dorgan 

c. FEMA Flood Plain Ordinance Reminder
d. Pipeline Awareness Newsletter
e. Airport Authority Minutes & Manager’s Report
Motion by Bajumpaa, seconded by Schmidt to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 8-0.  
BILLS-
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve bills totaling $1,055,242.21.  Motion carried 8-0.

	101 GENERAL FUND
	$239,023.36

	201 WATER OPERATING FUND
	$72,790.58

	202 SANITARY SEWER OPERATING FUND
	$23,095.95

	203 WASTE REMOVAL OPERATING FUND
	$18,865.58

	205 VECTOR CONTROL FUND
	$6,069.70

	206 STREET LIGHTING
	$9,988.12

	209 LIBRARY LEVY FUND
	$26,312.92

	213 ADVERTISING LEVY FUND
	$1,207.24

	216 AIRPORT 4-MILL LEVY FUND
	$449.96

	217 PLANN COMMISSION LEVY FUND
	$1,217.52

	227 ANNUAL RESERVE WH FUND
	-$1,645.00

	229 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FUND
	$4,094.13

	231 FD BLDG & EQUIP LEVY FUND
	$49,315.18

	233 REAL ESTATE LEVY FUND
	$564.50

	234 SPECIAL STREET MAINT FUND
	$2,399.76

	236 LEVEE MAINTENANCE
	$4,218.69

	240 SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION FUNDING
	$8,499.50

	251 AMBULANCE LEVY FUND
	$1,083.33

	253 METER DEPOSITS TRUST FUND
	$111.69

	271 ECONOMIC DEVEL DEPT FUND
	$14,044.87

	305 VECTOR CONTROL DIST LEVY FUND
	$31.01

	316 1% LODGING TAX (ADDTL 1/1/08)
	$3,633.00

	317 JOB DEVELOPMENT LEVY FUND
	$38,708.32

	319 LODGING TAX FUND
	$1,564.08

	320 SALES TAX OPERATING FUND
	$14,333.33

	321 SALES TAX RESERVE FUND
	$40,500.00

	324 SALES TAX MINI MATCH RSRV FUND
	$2,150.00

	325 SALES TAX H.E.L.P. HOUSING FUND
	$1,241.20

	326 REVOLVING LOAN FUND
	$50.42

	361 GASOLINE,OIL,ETC
	$10,397.49

	367 COMMUNITY POLICING
	$381.65

	395 CERT
	$30.00

	443 R/I #9698 SERIES 199B
	$18,531.25

	445 R/I 9800
	$8,395.00

	446 R/I #9902
	$19,186.00

	449 R/I #10303 SERIES 2003D
	$24,875.00

	450 R/I 10405 (FLOOD PHI)
	$30,989.50

	451 R/I #10506 (2-2-03 + 1-1-04)
	$16,179.00

	452 R/I#10607 (FLOOD MIT. 11/07)
	$33,981.63

	443 R/I #9698 SERIES 199B
	$38,714.50

	574 5-2-97 (FLOOD PHASE II)
	$99,819.84

	605 8-1-06 DAKOTA AVE
	$30,661.60

	608 08-02-03 SOUTHSIDE STORM SEWER
	$30,246.38

	609 09-01-04 URBAN ROADS MTC
	$40,775.56

	612 DAKOTA AVE ALLEYS
	$67,924.87

	613 LIFT STATIONS #6 & #8 CTRLS
	$234.00


SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

a. Committee of the Whole November 18th, 5:00pm.
b. Planning Commission November 19th, 4:00pm.
c. Finance Committee November 23rd, 12:00pm.
d. PW/PS Committee November 24th, 12:00pm.
e. City Hall Closed for Thanksgiving Day November 26th.
Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to adjourn.      

_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_____________________________________________

Angie Appell, Finance Assistant - Minutes respectfully submitted by aja. 

