City of Wahpeton Minutes

OCTOBER 1, 2001
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 1st day of October, 2001, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following members were absent:  Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Richard A. Loberg, Tim Schmidt.

Officers present: City Administrator, Police Chief, Public Works Director, Economic Development Coordinator, Contracted Assessor Marcuson, Attorney Bullis, Auditor.  

President Meyer presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Beyer, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held September 17, 2001.  Motion carried.

The City Administrator reported a letter has been received from Assistant State’s Attorney Ronald McBeth complimenting the capable report writing of Police Officers April Jose and Sherri Vettel.

Administrator Kessel noted that the City should consider adopting the NDCC’s allowance for 4th quarter lodging expense while traveling on City business.  He said currently the City pays the actual room cost when a receipt is submitted or allows $35.00 without a room receipt.  He said the NDCC allows the non-receipt amount to be increased to $45.00.  The suggestion was turned over to the Personnel Committee for review.

Mr. Kessel said an impasse has been reached in the City’s quest to fill the City Assessor’s position and requested the matter be readdressed by the Personnel Committee.  The assignment was effected.
Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-620
WAHPETON HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE CLUB
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Hansey, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor reported 26 applications for Private Alarm System Licenses were mailed and 13 have been returned.  He said he knows others are working on the applications and more should be received shortly.  He suggested the Personnel & Public Safety Committee may want to review the applications with the Police Chief and Fire Chief.  President Meyer added the assignment to the Committee’s growing agenda.

Contracted Assessor Mitch Marcuson presented an Application for Abatement & Settlement of Taxes filed by Darlene Rudolph for the property at 527 4th Avenue North in Wahpeton for the 2001 assessment year.  He noted information had been mailed to members of the Council which he will address once Ms. Rudolph’s attorney completes her presentation.

Attorney Janel Fredricksen attended as the representative of Darlene Rudolph.  (Attorney Fredericksen’s September 28, 2001 letter to the City Council had been received by the members prior to the meeting). The attorney then went over several of the reasons Ms. Rudolph feels her valuation should be reduced from $61,400 to $51,400 as allowed by the North Dakota Century Code:  She is surrounded by rental property, there is an increase of serious crime in the neighborhood, she has lost full use and enjoyment of her property, adjacent yards aren’t mowed, abandoned cars have not been removed, shrubs are not maintained, appearance of rental property and behavior of tenants has required her to install a 6 foot fence, her lawn ornaments have been stolen, and there was a recent drive-by shooting.  Attorney Fredrickson said Ms. Rudolph has talked to City officials and the Police Chief about the concerns but doesn’t know what all has or can be done.  The attorney said her client does not feel safe on her property any more, feels this will have a bearing on her ability to sell at its assigned worth, and a $10,000 reduction in the value of her property will help her feel she has been restored some of the value she has lost .  If nothing else, Attorney Fredricksen reported, Ms. Rudolph wants to raise the awareness as to what is going on in her neighborhood and what is going on in the City of Wahpeton.  
President Meyer wondered if a $10,000 reduction in value would allow Ms. Rudolph to feel safer.  Councilmember Beyer asked how the $10,000 figure was determined.  Attorney Fredrickson said the reduction won’t make her client feel safer but she feels some of her rights are being sacrificed.  The attorney said Ms. Rudolph has stated she has no plans to move and feels the property value reduction is the only avenue she has open.  Addressing Mr. Beyer’s question, the attorney said she didn’t know who Ms. Rudolph conversed with to arrive at the figure—perhaps with realtors—but knows she did some homework to arrive at the $10,000 figure.  

Administrator Kessel noted he had sent a letter to Ms. Rudolph with some recommendations which included possible development of a “Neighborhood Watch” program with the help of the Wahpeton Police Department and that Ms. Rudolph might want to contact  the Apartment Owners Association to discuss her concerns.  He wondered if anything has transpired.  Attorney Fredrickson said it hadn’t been mentioned but, even though application of the suggestions may help, Ms. Rudolph doesn’t feel they will solve the problems in the neighborhood.
Councilmember Sturdevant noted that it’s been pointed out Ms. Rudolph has contacted Councilmembers and City officials with some of the concerns listed.  He wondered if she had comments on the response to her requests.  Attorney Fredricksen said to her knowledge Ms. Rudolph has no complaints of Mr. Kessel’s and Chief Lotzer’s response to her calls and understands there are limits to what the City can do so as not to violate the rights of other property owners.  

Assessor Marcuson stated it appears the reasons discussed are not valuation issues.  However, he said, he has conducted a review of 10 comparable sales and presented the documentation to the Council.  Mr. Marcuson reviewed the age and square footage of the various properties and said the cost approach of valuation (as utilized by the City Wahpeton) has been supported by tax appeal courts.  He said there has been no support submitted for a reduction based upon comparable values, and, because of the proven fair value of the Rudolph property is supported by the cost approach method, he recommends the City Council recommend to the County Commission that the abatement be denied.

Councilmember Beyer asked for comments by City Officers.  Administrator Kessel said he has visited the neighborhood and, together with the Police Chief, contacted the landlord to try and work out some of the concerns.  He said he agrees with many of Ms. Rudolph’s anxieties, has spoken with her on several occasions, and will continue in attempts to see if the City can help to improve conditions.  But, Administrator Kessel stated, he doesn’t feel the property is overvalued.  He said Ms. Rudolph has expressed satisfaction with the diligence of the police force as some of the stolen items have been returned.  Police Chief Lotzer said he had inspected the adjacent property, requested abandoned cars be removed, and asked that the vegetation be maintained.  He said vehicles were removed but he now notes another car has been brought in with the stated intention that it will be repaired.  The Chief said he has noted the grass is long again and the apartment has some broken windows; so it appears the lots and buildings aren’t being maintained very well.  He said he will again be speaking with the landlord about maintenance and repairs.  Chief Lotzer said the Police Department has offered to work with Ms. Rudolph to establish a Neighborhood Watch Program.
Councilmember Sturdevant acknowledged there are problems…but it appears they apply to maintenance rather than to valuation.  He then moved to recommend denial of the Application for Abatement of Taxes as submitted by Darlene Rudolph for Lot 12, Block 29, Original Townsite.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Hansey.  The motion was unanimously adopted.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

The Public Works Director reported the following 2 quotes had been received for Well #2 repair:  $142,110.00 from Comstock Construction of Wahpeton and   $149,600.00 from Swanberg Construction of Valley City.  He recommended acceptance of the lower quote.
Motion by Christensen, seconded by Hansey, to award the contract for repair of Well #2 to Comstock Construction for its low quote of $142,100.00.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

Director Lein reported quotes had also been received for proposed renovation of Lift Station No. 5 by the end of the year.  He said the 2 amounts offered were:  $90,500.00 from Comstock Construction and $95,896.00 from Heitkamp Construction; both Wahpeton companies.  The Public Works Director said there weren’t many bids, and, the ones received are quite high—probably because of the short time allowed for completion.  He recommended the contract not be awarded and the work be rebid for completion in 2002.  President Meyer referred the matter back to the Public Works Committee.

Deputy Attorney John Bullis presented a proposed Resolution to transfer 50% of Handicapped Fines collected to the Mayor’s Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities.  He said NDCC § 39-01-15 allows the transfer and the Committee will utilize the funds for the proper purposes and will submit a written report to the City Council each year.
Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3115

RESOLUTION APPROVING MAYOR’S COMMITTEE ON EMPLOYMENT

OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES POLICY DISBUSRSEMENT GUIDELINES

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Beyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The Police Chief reported a “Cops in Shops” grant had been received last year from the North Dakota Department of Transportation and the City is eligible for a $1,704.00 grant again this year.  He said proceeds are utilized to work with alcohol dealers and employees to try and eliminate illegal sales to underage persons.  Chief Lotzer reported funds have been put aside in the new budget for the local share and the City Council needs to pass a motion to participate.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Tollefson, to authorize the Wahpeton Police Department to participate in the “Cops in Shops” Program.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

A petition, signed by 17 residents, had been received requesting Recreation Trail Maintenance.  President Meyer asked that the document be acted upon by the Parks & Recreation Department.  Mr. Beyer said the Park Board has received a copy of the petition.
A second petition, containing 18 signatures, was received requesting enforcement of the City’s noise regulations.  The President said it appears the petitioners are satisfied with the Ordinances but would like to see more enforcement.  Councilmember Hansey said the Ordinances may be difficult to enforce as noise abates once a police officer is spotted.  The Police Chief said the Ordinances are being enforced and he would like to visit with some of the petitioners to obtain more information on specifics.

A letter was received from the Fire Department requesting support for fund raising to purchase a Thermal Imaging Camera.  The item was assigned to the Personnel & Public Safety Committee for review.
Councilmember Christensen reported for the Public Works Committee.  He said the Committee met on September 26th and voted unanimously to recommend the Auditor send a letter to Midcontinent Communications to begin informal discussion for Cable TV Franchise renewal.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Tollefson, to proceed with the informal process of renewing the Cable TV Franchise with Midcontinent Communications while reserving the right to reenter the formal process if an agreement cannot be reached regarding the franchise.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

Mr. Christensen said the Public Works Committee met with 8th Avenue South property owners and the Public Works Director will be preparing agreed-to reconstruction plans for bidding next spring.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Tollefson, to approve payment of bills in the amount of $255,085.97 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective funds.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Sturdevant, to approve the following reports:  SEP Police Dept, SEP Municipal Court.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:


* FINANCE & ECON DEV      

Noon 
Thursday
10/04/01 (Strege Letter)






* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 

Noon
Thursday
10/04/01
* PUBLIC WORKS 

              Not Scheduled

* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 

Not Scheduled 

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Tollefson, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________






                
Warren D. Meyer, President
ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






