City of Wahpeton Minutes
SEPTEMBER 3, 2002
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 3RD day of September, 2002, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Alisa Mitskog, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson, David P. Badgley.

The following member were absent: None.  


Officers present:  City Administrator Kessel, Public Works Director Lein, Police Chief Lotzer, Economic Development Coordinator Priebe, Assessor Broadland, Attorney Lies, Auditor Anderson.   
Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((( (((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
The City Attorney administered the oath of office to newly-appointed At-large Councilmember Alisa Mitskog.  Mayor Schmitz and the City Councilmembers welcomed Ms. Mitskog to the City governing board.

Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Loberg, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held August 19, 2002.  Motion carried.
The City Auditor presented an affidavit showing the advertisement of bids opened August 19, 2002 for the construction of the improvement proposed to be made in Sanitary Sewer Improvement District 1-1-02 (Lagoon Aeration System).
Upon motion duly made by Councilmember Badgley, seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and carried, the affidavit was approved and directed to be placed on file in the office of the City Auditor.  Engineer Randy Pope of Interstate Engineering, Inc., then presented documentation of sealed bids which had been received pursuant to said advertisement before the time of this meeting.  The bids having been opened and publicly read and a bidder’s bond accompanying each of the bids having been examined, the names and addresses of the respective bidders and the estimated contract cost under the prices stated in their several bids were found to be as follows:

Name & Address of Bidder




     Estimated Contract Price

PKG CONTRACTING





              $   318,560.00
Fargo, N Dakota

WANZEK CONSTRUCTION
         




     344,000.00
Fargo, N Dakota

COMSTOCK CONSTRUCTION





     358,990.00
Wahpeton, N Dakota
MOORHEAD CONSTRUCTION




     363,500.00
Moorhead, Minnesota
Upon motion duly made by Councilmember Tollefson, seconded by Councilmember Hansey, and carried, the City Auditor was then directed to enter the bids upon the minutes of this meeting and to preserve them carefully pending final action thereon.  

Upon motion duly made by Councilmember Loberg, seconded by Councilmember Mitskog, and carried, the Engineer planning the improvement for the City was then directed to make a careful and detailed statement of the estimated cost of the work based upon the bids received, and to submit the same to the Council.  
Engineer Pope reported the estimated cost of the project was $340,000.00. He said his firm has had successful dealings with PKG Construction in the past and would recommend award of the contract to the company for the lowest bid submitted.  The City Engineer said a proposed Resolution awarding the contract to PKG Contracting has been prepared containing a stipulation that the North Dakota State Health Department must concur with the decision before the contract is executed. 

The Council then re-examined the report and bids received for construction of the improvement in Sanitary Sewer Improvement District 1-1-02 (Lagoon Aeration System.) which bids were received on the 19th of August, 2002.  After examination of the report of the Engineer and consideration of the bids, Councilmember Christensen then introduced the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

                   
RESOLUTION NO. 3151
RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF AN

IMPROVEMENT IN SANITARY SEWER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-1-02
(Lagoon Aeration System)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and was attested to by the City Auditor. 
Dale Rubish, Assistant Chief of the Wahpeton Fire Department, attended and reported the Fire Department’s Truck Committee has been working with fire equipment companies to determine specifications for the type of new pumper truck to ensure competitive offers may be submitted by qualified bidders.  He said a determination has been made which the committee feels will allow 4 or 5 companies to submit bids.  Mr. Rubish asked approval to continue with the bidding process.

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Badgley, to authorize the Wahpeton Fire Department to advertise for bids for purchase of new pumper truck.  Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; voting nay:  None.

Administrator Kessel reported all preliminary budgets are in and meetings are being scheduled with Department Heads.  He said the Council will be getting involved soon.
Marlin Galde attended and offered an observation that many motorists are not honoring the pedestrian crosswalks on Dakota Avenue.  He said he has had numerous personal experiences where the crosswalks are ignored and vehicles do not yield to pedestrians.  Mr. Galde said he is not attending to blame anyone.  Rather, he said, he wants the City Council to be aware of the situation and take steps to improve the safety in the downtown and school areas.  Mr. Galde submitted a written report of his concerns.  The document also contained suggestions for consideration of possible solutions—including twice a year painting of crosswalks, more crosswalks, add high visibility signage, and provide consistent enforcement of regulations.  Both Councilmember Hansey and Mayor Schmitz agreed with Mr. Galde’s observations and the matter was assigned to the Public Works and Public Safety Committee for review and recommendation.

The City Administrator reported City Employees will be taking part in the memorial of the 9/11 terrorist attacks.  He reminded the City Council of an organized memorial service on the Court House lawn at 5:30 p.m.

Administrator Kessel then presented an electronic report of the current status of the City’s 2003 budget.  The report included information of the  millslevied for property tax by Richland County, Wahpeton School District, Park Board, and City of Wahpeton.  He showed the sources of income and proposed expenditures by Departments.  The Administrator said the $2 million+ General Fund Budget and Special Funds Budgets are pretty close to being in balance and it’s time to go over the figures with the Finance & Personnel Committees.  In order to balance the General Fund Budget, Mr. Kessel said, he would recommend an increase of 2 mills.  He then displayed a report of mill levies for Special Funds and described about 10 mills of reduction.  Mr. Kessel observed that the net reduction of 8 mills would offset the State-ordered a 5% increase in residential property valuations.  He suggested first reading of the Budget Ordinance could be offered with second reading following consideration and refinement by the Finance & Personnel Committee.

Councilmember Tollefson offered first reading of the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 840

AN ORDINANCE MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE

WAHPETON, NORTH DAKOTA FOR THE YEAR 2003

Councilmember Badgley offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 665
ST. JOHN’S CHURCH & SCHOOL GROUPS

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 666
WAHPETON ALL SPORTS BOOSTER CLUB
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Auditor Anderson said the new bond issue—identified as R/I #9902—will be in the amount of $1,760,000.00 and will refund costs of the following five projects:  (1-1-00 Schuett Storm Sewer; 2-1-00 4th Street Resurfacing; 2-3-00 West Side Streets; 2-1-01A Parking Lot; and 2-1-01B Downtown Streets).  He said all are either complete or nearing completion.  In the next couple of weeks, the Auditor said, loose ends will be tied up including information requested by the bond rating firm.  He reported October 7th has been determined as the date to receive bids.  The Auditor said the bond consultant (Mike Manstrom of Dougherty & Company-Bismarck) will attend the City Council meeting that night to offer a report of bids received and possible recommendation of award.

After the Council’s Agenda had been prepared and mailed, the City Auditor reported, he had been contacted last Friday by Gary Johnson, owner of the Sportsman’s Bar Class A Liquor License, requesting an amendment to his permit allowing Sunday sales.  Auditor Anderson noted that all City Liquor License Ordinances follow State Laws allowing 7-day-per-week sales, but when the revised local Liquor Sales Ordinances were approved, the City Council  made provisions for a reduced annual “grandfather” fee for license holders who elected not to be open on Sunday.   He said the increased fee cost for Sunday opening amounts to a little over $11 per Sunday through the end of the year, and, as the operation would change in no other manner, the Auditor recommended the City Council approve an amended License for Mr. Johnson.  Answering a question from Councilmember Christensen, the Auditor said only one “grandfathered” License will remain (Driftwood Lounge).

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Schmidt, to suspend the rules and allow action on a motion to amend a liquor license, a matter which does not appear on the agenda.  Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Tollefson, to approve an amendment to Gary Johnson/Sportsman’s Bar Liquor License No. 2002-05 by removing the Sunday sales prohibition.  Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; voting nay:  None.

The City Assessor reported a request has been received to review the City’s exemption schedule for new home construction.  Mayor Schmitz turned the request over to the Finance & Personnel Committee for review and recommendation.
The Public Works Director reported a new escrow agreement is required with the Corps of Engineers for payment of costs for Levee Construction.  He said an agreement has existed for paying costs for the Levee Feasibility Study and the new agreement will provide assurances that the City will deposit sufficient money for the Corps to draw on during construction.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Loberg, to approve execution of the Levee Construction Escrow Agreement with Corps of Engineers.   Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; voting nay:  None.

Director Lein reported the State Highway Department has approved erection of Chahinkapa Zoo directional signs on I-29 and ND13.  He said all local costs will be paid through the Visitors Committee but the State Department will only contract with a governmental body.  Upon recommendation of the Public Works Director and City Administrator, Mayor Schmitz instructed the Finance & Personnel Committee to review the proposed Zoo Sign Construction & Maintenance Agreement with the NDDOT.

The City Attorney presented a deed and an easement dealing with the old railroad right-of-way east of 11th Street North.  Mr. Lies said Gabe Hermes owns the property and proposes to deed a 100’ x 200’ parcel on the north end to the City to add onto the tract reserved for construction of a future fire station.  Attorney Lies said Mr. Hermes further plans to sell  the remainder of the old right-of-way south to 14th Avenue to NDSCS and the college has agreed to a 60’ easement to the City of Wahpeton on the west side of  the property for future storm sewer and sidewalk construction.  He said there is no financial cost to the City for either of the two proposals.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Mitskog, to accept the deed from Gabe Hermes of a 100’ x 200’ tract of the old railroad right-of-way along 11th Street North abutting property reserved for construction of a new Fire Station.  Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Schmidt, to accept the 60’ easement on the west side the old railroad right-of-way along 11th Street North for future construction and maintenance of a storm sewer and sidewalk.  Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; voting nay:  None.

Mayor Schmitz expressed the City Council’s appreciation to Gabe and Lori Hermes for their generosity in providing for the easement and for donation of the property for public purposes.

Mayor Schmitz appointed Councilmember Alisa Mitskog as a member of the Finance and Personnel Committee.  Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the Mayor’s appointment.  Motion carried, all voting aye.
Councilmember Tollefson reported the two items assigned to the Finance & Public Safety Committee are still under consideration.

Councilmember Christensen reported the Public Works & Public Safety Committee has no report for its assigned item.

Reporting for the Flood Prevention Committee, Mayor Schmitz said many items are under consideration for providing adequate property for levee construction.  He said offers are being made for some property and the Otter Tail sub-station near 3rd Avenue North may be moved or eliminated.  The Mayor said several proposals are on-going.

The City Attorney presented a Resolution for consideration as recommended by the Public Works Committee.  The document provides for the following rental rates at the Armory:





Wahpeton Residents
Non-Residents

Cleaning Deposit

Group Rummage Sales

       $  50.00

   $  200.00

   $  200.00


Non-Profit Organizations

           50.00
   
       100.00

       200.00


Charitable Organizations
         
           50.00

       100.00

       200.00


Private Profit Organizations
         250.00

    1,000.00

       200.00


Auction Sales


         200.00

       250.00

       200.00

Councilmember Beyer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3152
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING ARMORY RENTAL FEES

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Loberg, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Badgley, to pay bills presented in the amount of $632,779.71 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective funds.  Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Tollefson, to approve the following reports:  AUG Police Department; AUG Municipal Court; JUL Water Works.  

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

Noon, September 5, 2002


 
 * PUBLIC WORKS & PUBLIC SAFETY COMM

Noon, September 4, 2002

* FLOOD MITIGATION COMMITTEE


        Not scheduled
Motion by Christensen, seconded by Schmidt, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

ATTEST:






​​​​​​​​​​​                  ​​______​​__________________________________________










                    Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor







______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






