City of Wahpeton Minutes

February 21, 2006

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 21st day of February 2006, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present:  Mayor Schmitz, Council members Hansey (via phone), Loberg, Mitskog, Otterson, Schmidt, Tollefson, and Badgley.

The following members were absent:  Beyer

Officers present:  City Coordinator Kessel, Attorney Lies, Police Chief Thorsteinson, Economic Development Director Priebe, Assessor Broadland, Librarian MacIver, and Finance Director Huwe.    Others present:  Public Works Assistant Gutzmer and Finance Assistant Appell.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Mitskog to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held February 6, 2006.  Motion carried 7-0.

Public Hearings

A hearing was held regarding rezoning of Rosewood II from current zoning to R2.  City Coordinator Kessel reported that no written objections were received.  There was no one present that objected to the change.  Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Badgley offering the first reading of Ordinance No. 875.  Voting aye:  Hansey, Loberg, Mitskog, Otterson, Schmidt, Tollefson, and Badgley.  Voting nay:  none.

A hearing regarding Street Lighting changes was held.  City Coordinator Kessel said that there were numerous complaints from customers with the move of this charge from property taxes to the utility bills.  Gary Rogers of KBMW Radio stated that he has heard from residents that they “felt blind-sided” because they were not aware of this change.  Finance Director Huwe explained that this change was part of the budget process and moved to the utility statements because property taxpayers carried the burden of street lighting alone.  She said that there are a lot of tax-free properties located in Wahpeton that were not paying for street lighting.  Charging on the utility statement for street lighting makes it a more fair system.  City Coordinator Kessel stated that the street lighting fees are $2.00 for residential and $4.25 for commercial.  City Attorney Lies stated that a resolution should be passed setting the fees.  

Councilmember Hansey offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO 3267

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING STREET LIGHTING FEES

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Loberg, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Hansey, Loberg, Mitskog, Otterson, Schmidt, Tollefson, and Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

OFFICER REPORTS

City Coordinator Kessel – Coordinator Kessel announced that there are three games of chance applications to approve this evening.

Games of Chance

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution approving the Games of Chance for Three Rivers Crisis Center and moved for its adoption.  Seconded by Councilmember Tollefson.  Motion passed 7-0.  

Councilmember Tollefson offered a Resolution approving the Games of Chance for the Wahpeton Fire Department and moved for its adoption.  Duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt.  Motion passed 7-0.  

Councilmember Badgley offered Resolution approving Games of Chance for Zonta.  Seconded by Councilmember Schmidt and carried 7-0.  

Coordinator Kessel reminded the council that the council retreat would be held at Hughes Shelter from 8:30-5 on March 8th.  

Coordinator Kessel stated that a correction needs to be made from a December meeting for rezoning Fargo Avenue.  He said a motion was made at that time and that an ordinance needs to be offered.  City Attorney Lies stated that a public hearing should be set for March 20, 2006.  Motion by Loberg, seconded by Otterson to schedule a public hearing on Monday, March 20, 2006 at 5:00 p.m. for rezoning a portion of the Fargo Avenue.  Motion carried 7-0.  

Coordinator Kessel stated that Kirk Peterson has requested a transfer of the liquor license for the Roughrider Bar from Ted Bellmore to Kirk Peterson.  Kessel requested that this issue be referred to the Finance committee.  Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Schmidt and carried, to refer this item to the Finance committee.

Coordinator Kessel said that a letter has been sent to the Secretary of State notifying them that the city has changed the official election boundaries of Ward 4 to include the newly annexed land.  Kessel said that the ward boundaries are based on population.  

Coordinator Kessel stated that Christian Anderson, the backup municipal judge, has submitted his resignation effective March 2006.  Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Loberg to suspend the rules to allow this issue on the agenda.  Motion carried 7-0.  Kessel said that Simone Sandberg has agreed to replace Mr. Anderson.  Motion by Mitskog to accept the resignation of Christian Anderson as backup municipal judge, as of March 2006, and to appoint Simone Sandberg as alternate municipal judge, effective March 1, 2006.  Motion carried 7-0.  

City Coordinator Kessel stated that EDC had approved up to $40,000 to hire a downtown development consultant and a selection committee is needed.  He said that Breckenridge has been invited to participate and some of the members should be from Breckenridge.   Councilmember Mitskog volunteered to serve on that committee.  Mayor Schmitz agreed and stated that a Downtown Development Selection committee be started with Councilmember Mitskog as one of the members.

Economic Development Director – Director Priebe stated that she would explain the annual Visitor’s Committee report in the absence of Councilmember Beyer.  Priebe stated that the total budget consists of 2% lodging tax.  Lodging tax is actually set at 3% with the state keeping 1%.  She explained that billboards are a major budget expense and said that a grant is used to pay for billboards located on I29 (north & south) and near Fergus Falls, Minnesota.  The grant can also be used to pay for the development of brochures and participation in trade shows.  Priebe said that the committee has looked to Breckenridge to join and that the Wahpeton motels have considered increasing the lodging tax to recover the funds that the state keeps.  The committee will be checking into the impacts of the billboards on local attractions.

Director Priebe reminded the council of the Community Economic Development and Planning Summit (CEDS) that will be held at Hughes shelter tomorrow from 11:30 to 1:00 p.m.

Director Priebe stated that creation of a housing authority is needed for Wahpeton.  She said Diane Wieck of F & L Development discussed a housing project in Rosholt, SD that completed construction of 4-plexes.  Priebe stated that the housing authority should look at that project.

Finance Director – Finance Director Huwe informed the city council that the fire department is considering the purchase of a used ladder truck from Florida.  She stated that their plans are to go to Florida with a certified tester and if the truck passes the test, then payment will be made for the purchase.  Mitskog asked about painting of the truck.  Huwe stated that the fire department negotiated a price of $201,000 for the vehicle.  She stated that this purchase saves the department funds by purchasing used instead of new.

Director Huwe informed the city council that the ND Century Code states that the fiscal year end financials need to be published by March 1st of each year.  She stated that the report was published February 19, 2006.  A copy of the year-end financial statement was reviewed by the Finance committee and distributed to the Council.  Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Loberg and carried, acknowledging receipt of the fiscal year end financials for the City of Wahpeton.  

Public Works Director/CE – Director Nelson requested that the contract amendment related to fuel surcharge be referred to the PW/PS committee for review.  Mayor Schmitz agreed and referred this item.

Director Nelson stated that last Thursday the National Weather Service issued their 90-day flood outlook.  He said that the crest is expected to be 16.4 feet, which is a 40% change.  Nelson said fill would need to be placed to fill bare spots on some temporary and permanent levees.  Nelson will be attending a flood preparedness meeting in Fargo on Thursday.  

REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance/Personnel Committee – Tollefson stated that the committee reviewed the personnel policy and have determined that employees should be paid time and a half at a two-hour minimum for callback situations.  Discussion followed regarding callback time.  Tollefson explained that timecards were changed that reports sick and vacation time used.  He said that employees are required to work 40 hours per week in addition to sick and vacation time in order for overtime pay.  Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Mitskog, amending the “Return to Work Pay Provision” portion of the Overtime & Compensatory Time policy as presented including changing the minimum pay to time and a half for a two-hour minimum.  Motion carried 7-0.  

Essential Fund Bond Housing funds are available for senior friendly housing.  There is a need to create a housing authority to govern this program.  Development Director Priebe stated that the board needs to consist of five members that are residents of Wahpeton.  Tollefson offered a motion creating a Housing Authority for the City of Wahpeton.  Seconded by Mitskog and carried 7-0.  

Public Works & Safety Committee – Schmidt stated that the committee has recommended a letter of support to Circle of Nations for construction of new buildings.  Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Badgley and carried, that a letter of support be sent to Circle of Nations expressing support for the construction of new buildings on their campus.  Motion carried 7-0.  

Council chair Schmidt informed the council that the committee recommended that the building inspector be allowed to attend classes for licensing to inspect manufactured homes.  Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Otterson that the building inspector is allowed to attend licensing classes for the inspection of manufactured homes.  Motion carried 7-0. 

Schmidt offered the second reading of Ordinance No. 873, seconded by Otterson and carried.   


Ordinance 873.


AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 6-308.1 LIMITATION ON NUMBER OF LICENSES (FIREWORKS).

PRESENTATION AND APPROVAL OF BILLS AND REPORTS

BILLS –

General Fund $5,596.87; Water Operating Fund $282.42; Sanitary Sewer Operating Fund $559.24; Library Levy Fund $132.90; Capital Improvements Fund $14,400; Sales Tax Operating Fund $750; Sales Tax Mini Match RSRV Fund $557.50.  Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the bills totaling $22,278.93.  Motion carried 7-0.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATIONS/REPORTS

A. Bois de Sioux March 7, 2006 meeting agenda.

B. Lake Agassiz Water Authority February 14, 2006 meeting agenda & info.

C. Community Corps Council minutes of February 9, 2006 meeting.

D. Airport Authority 2006 Budget and minutes of February 8, 2006.

E. Leach Public Library Board minutes of January 17, 2006.

F. Mayor’s Committee minutes of January 19, 2006.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Schmidt to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 7-0.

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following committee meetings were then scheduled:

*FINANCE & PERSONNEL


February 27th, Noon

*PUBLIC WORKS



February 28th, Noon

*VECTOR CONTROL


None scheduled

*FLOOD




None scheduled

*REC CENTER



TBD

*REC CENTER BLDG COMMITTEE
TBD

Motion to adjourn.





________________________________________________





Duane Schmitz, Mayor

ATTESTED BY:

________________________________________________________

Jerrilyn Gutzmer, Public Works Assistant – Minutes respectfully submitted by jlg 

