City of Wahpeton Minutes
MAY 6, 2002
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 6TH  day of May, 2002, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following member were absent:  Mayor Duane M. Schmitz (snowbound in Cando, ND), Councilmember Richard A. Loberg.  (4th Ward Councilmember position is vacant)
Officers present:  City Administrator Kessel, Public Works Director Lein, Police Chief Lotzer, Assessor Broadland, Economic Development Coordinator Priebe, Attorney Lies, Auditor Anderson.   Also present:  Members of the Wahpeton Volunteer Fire Department.
President Meyer presided at the meeting.

((((((((((( (((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Beyer, seconded by Hansey, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held April 15, 2002.  Motion carried.

Mark Vetter, member of Wahpeton Boy Scout Troop No. 346 attended, introduced himself, and was welcomed by the City Council.  Scouts of Troop No. 346 are working on their Citizenship in the Community Merit Badge.

The City Administrator noted that since the Council last met Councilmember Tollefson has become a new father and Councilmember Hansey has a new grandchild.  Both were congratulated by those present.
Administrator Kessel reported on two items which need review and recommendation by the Personnel & Public Safety Committee.  He noted  the Fire Department’s Rural Mutual Aid Policy  (guidelines & charges for out-of-City calls, etc) needs to be updated and the Building Codes Enforcement position (currently by contract through 6/30/02 with Bob Brungardt) needs to be addressed.  President Meyer instructed the Committee to place the items on its next meeting agenda.

The City Auditor presented all members with copies of the State Auditor’s “Examination for the Year Ended December 31, 2001.”  Mr. Anderson said the document is the report of the City’s condition.  He noted finances are in excellent shape and the reports on procedures are mostly complimentary.  Again this year, he said, the examiners wrote the City up for not receiving Board of Director-signed documentation of all pledges of assets.
The City Auditor presented applications for Raffle Permits and additional applications received for Site Authorization renewal.  He explained all permit applications are in order and should be approved.  Mr. Anderson said the Site Authorization renewal forms are for the 12-month period beginning July 1st.  He noted that there are no requested changes in the number of tables—or locations—and recommended approval.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 652
BRECKENRIDGE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Hansey, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 653
WAHPETON BASEBALL COMMITTEE
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Beyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Tollefson, to approve the 7/01/02 – 6/30/03 Site Authorization for Three Rivers Gymnastics at Prante’e Fine Dining, 1605 11th Street North.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  none.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Beyer, to approve two 7/01/02 – 6/30/03 Site Authorizations for Wahpeton Hockey Association: 1) at Bois de Sioux Golf Club’s Grill Room, 1305 R.J.Hughes Drive; 2) at Sportsmen’s Lounge, 304 Dakota Avenue.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  none.

The City Auditor reported a request had been received from the owners of Paursy, Inc/Trophys to change the managing agent of Liquor License No. 2002-13.  With Council approval, Mr. Anderson said, Clacy Olson will be replaced by Sarah Dawn Anderson.  Police Chief Lotzer reported he has conducted a background check of Ms. Anderson and finds everything in order to qualify her as the manager.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Hansey, to approve Sarah Dawn Anderson, as the new managing agent for Paursy, Inc/Triophys Class C-1 Liquor License No. 2002-13.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  none.

The Public Works Director reported a notice had been received from Richland County Abstract Co. wondering about the City’s possible interest in purchasing part or all of the old Chicago Milwaukee Railroad right-of-way along 11th Street North.  Director Lein said the property runs from the Hockey Arena area to 16th Avenue.  He said Abstract Co. Manager, Gabe Hermes, would explain the situation to Committee.  President Meyer assigned the matter to the Finance & Economic Development Committee for review and recommendation.  
Director Lein reported an initial meeting has been held with Richland County concerning creation of a City Street Weight Restriction Ordinance with enforcement by Richland County.  Upon Mr. Lein’s recommendation, the Council President instructed the Public Works Committee to schedule meetings with County officials to continue discussions for the proposed Ordinance.
The Public Works Director then discussed 2 agreements for the 16th Avenue North reconstruction project which will begin with its bid opening in November of 2003.  He said the first is the NDDOT-supplied Preliminary Engineering Services Agreement between the City and Interstate Engineers.  Mr. Lein said the second agreement is between the City and Department of Transportation identified as the Urban Project Agreement for Federal Aid Projects.   He said the agreement spells out the duties of both parties and has been reviewed by the City Attorney.  Mr. Lein said the agreement also contains the assurance of Federal participation of 80.93% up to the total eligible maximum cost of $1,328,000.00.
Motion by Christensen, seconded by Hansey, to approve execution of the Preliminary Engineering Services Agreement with Interstate Engineers for the 16th Avenue North reconstruction project.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  none.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Tollefson, to approve execution of the Urban Project Agreement for Federal Aid Projects with the Department of Transportation for the 16th Avenue North reconstruction project.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  none.

Engineer Lein reported Otter Tail Power Company officials contacted him today regarding the possibility of revising its agreements with the City concerning street lighting.  President Meyer assigned the matter to the Public Works Committee for discussion.

The Public Works Director reminded the Council that there will be a public informational meeting on Wednesday from 4 to 6 p.m. regarding the proposal to construct a new water tower west of 11th Street.
Economic Development Coordinator Priebe reported the Economic Development Commission met on May 3rd and, acting as the City’s Job Development Authority, received information from WCCO Belting regarding purchase of a new laser cutting machine.  She said the cost of the equipment is $140,000 and 2 additional full-time employees will be hired.  Ms. Priebe reported the EDC agreed to extend up to $9,470 as a PACE loan interest buy-down to be repaid at the conclusion of the PACE loan term and would be available for use by WCCO for future projects.

Coordinator Priebe reported Tracey Anderson of Lake Agassiz Regional Development Council has asked if the City will consider continuing its sponsorship of a CDBG loan with a company which has moved out of Richland County.  Upon her suggestion, President Meyer, turned the request over to the Finance & Economic Development Committee for further discussion.

Ms. Priebe concluded her report by mentioning that the official financial assistance award of funds, from the Economic Development Association, has been received for the industrial expansion project at Imation.  She said the Director of the EDA Regional Group will be in Wahpeton May 16th to meet with local officials.
The City Attorney acknowledged the receipt of EDA documents and presented a Deed of Dedication to extend 11th Street on the north side of by-pass 210.  He said the document, signed by the President of Service Oil, Inc., dedicates 0.49 acres for the purpose.  Mr. Lies noted that all infrastructure costs are being paid with grant funds and there will be no street extension costs.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Sturdevant, to accept the Deed of Dedication of 0.49 acres of property to be utilized for extension of 11th Street North.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  none.

Motion by Beyer, seconded by Tollefson, to confirm the recommendation of the Police Chief and approve a permit for the Zoo Association to hold its Dakota Avenue “Carousel Day Parade” on June 8, 2002.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  none.

The Correspondence folder contained documentation of Clean-up Week Guidelines, a letter to Mayor Schmitz inviting all City Employees to the “Stride for Life” even on June 18th, a letter from Sgt Dan Nordick commending LeeAnn Schliesman and Carla Broadland for their creditable actions upon arriving at the scene of a fatal traffic accident, and a notice from the North Dakota Municipal Bond Bank approving a 2.5% $1,890,000 Water Tower Construction Loan.

President Meyer noted Personnel & Public Safety Committee Chairman Loberg is absent.  He said the Committee is continuing its alterations of the Employee Manual.

Councilmember Meyer reported the Finance & Economic Development Committee met and reviewed the Franchise Fee structure.  He said it was the consensus of the members that the current structure is preferable to property taxes and the Committee chose not to make any recommendations of change.  Chairman Meyer said the Committee is also continuing its review of Community Center Proposals.

Councilmember Beyer noted that a couple of Committee assignments are of interest to the Fire Department and assured the FD members present that the Fire Chief  will be kept abreast of any discussions affecting the Department.

President Meyer said there are bills of file totaling $117,538.49.  Following a motion by Tollefson and a second by Christensen to approve payment of the bills, Councilmembers Hansey, Beyer, and Sturdevant stated they are not in favor of approving items they haven’t had the opportunity to review.  The Auditor noted that a family emergency had interfered with the bill report preparation sequence.  After additional suggestions were offered, President Meyer recommended the action be delayed.  Councilmember Tollefson withdrew his motion and Councilmember Christensen withdrew his second.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Sturdevant, to approve the following reports: APR Police Department; 2001 Building Permits. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  none.

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:
* PUBLIC WORKS 

         
Noon
05/13/02


* FINANCE & ECON DEV

Noon
05/15/02






* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 

To be determined by Chairman




* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 

Not scheduled
Motion by Christensen,  seconded by Hansey, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________
                  Warren D. Meyer, Council President
ATTEST:
______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






