City of Wahpeton Minutes

JANUARY 3, 2000

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 3RD of January, 2000 beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Charles B. Christensen, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Richard A. Hauck, Tim Schmidt, Dr. Delray Mathiason, James P. Sturdevant. 

The following members was absent:  Councilmember Meryl T. Hansey.

Officers present:  Public Works Director, Police Chief, Loan Administrator, Assessor, Attorney, Auditor.

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Mathiason, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held December 20, 1999. Motion carried.

Following publication of notices, the following bid was received for a new Police Patrol Vehicle:

NAME & ADDRESS OF BIDDER


VEHICLE TYPE


BID AMOUNT  

Cliff Loberg Ford, Inc.



2000 Ford Crown Victoria

$19,650.00 – with trade of

Wahpeton, N Dakota




 Police Interceptor


  1996 Ford Police Car

Mayor Schmitz instructed the Personnel & Public Safety Committee to review the bid and make recommendation to the City Council.

The City Auditor discussed real estate taxes certified to the County Auditor for year 2000 Budgets.  He displayed maps of the districts for which Wahpeton’s residents contribute their taxes.  He reported the various taxing agencies have requested 510.08 mills on property within the City of Wahpeton.  The Auditor then displayed the following report:

 





Mills Levied
Mills Levied
Mills Levied
Mills Levied

  Taxing District

for 1997
for 1998
for 1999
for 2000
  

  State of North Dakota
    1.00

    1.00

    1.00

    1.00

  Richland County

120.73

120.73

118.89

116.50

  Wahpeton School District
234.87

232.09

230.90

227.47

  Wahpeton Park District
  41.07

  41.70

  40.72

  36.46

  City of Wahpeton

134.52

134.52

129.34

128.65





532.19

530.04

520.85

510.08

He said it is an encouraging trait in that there has been a 22.11 reduction in mills over the period listed.  Answering a question from Councilmember Hauck, the Auditor said the Council’s implementation of Franchise Fees was indeed a factor in the reduction of mills levied.  He noted figures should be received shortly regarding the mills levied in all North Dakota Cities and he hoped the decrease of local levies will drop Wahpeton’s State ranking by a position or two.   The Auditor distributed and reviewed a detailed listing of mills levied by each taxing district and their effect on Wahpeton’s taxpayers.  The materials contained a copy of last year’s levies for comparison. 

Upon request of the City Assessor, an Abatement of Taxes request was forwarded to the Finance & Economic Development Committee for review and recommendation.

The Police Chief reported on an end-of-the-year computer problem and the behavior of new year’s celebrants.  He said on-street parking restrictions will be going into effect shortly.

Mayor Schmitz reported he has received a letter of complaint from Steve and Clair Zoucha, of 85 7TH Avenue South, in which the writers outline claims of inattention by the Public Works Director following their requests for maintenance of 7TH Avenue South street deficiencies.  The Mayor instructed the Public Works Committee to review the allegations.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the following Reports:  OCT Water Works, NOV Water Works, NOV Municipal Court, 4TH QTR Employee Leave.  Motion carried 7-0.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Christensen, to approve payment of bills presented in the amount of $325,207.68 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective funds. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Christensen, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:


FLOOD MITIGATION

Noon

01/04/2000





PERS & PUBLIC SAFETY

12:30pm          01/10/2000

PUBLIC WORKS


Noon

01/12/2000

FINANCE & ECON DEV

Noon

Date to be determined

Motion by Hauck, seconded by Meyer, to adjourn.  Motion carried.









      _____________________________________________

ATTEST:








    Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

__________________________________________


Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor  

