City of Wahpeton Minutes
MARCH 18, 2002
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 1ST day of April, 2002, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following member was absent:  Councilmember Warren D. Meyer.
Officers present: Public Works Director Lein, Economic Development Coordinator Priebe, Assessor Broadland, Attorney Lies, Auditor Anderson.  

Also Present:  Contracted Assessor Mitch Marcuson.
Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Beyer, seconded by Hansey, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held March 4, 2002.  Motion carried.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-648
MINKOTA PHEASANTS FOREVER

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Auditor Anderson presented a listing of bids for investments which will mature on the same dates as bond payment obligations.  The report showed the total amount to be invested over the next 12 months equals $1,625,000.00. He said all local financial institutions were invited to bid percentages for each of the (11) maturity dates.  The Auditor noted that the report reveals the best bidder for each maturity and that he will be executing the investments tomorrow.

The Auditor presented a listing of poll locations and Inspectors for each of Wahpeton’s four wards for the City Election to be held June 11, 2002.  As a procedural matter, he said, the City Council is required to give its approval of the items.

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Tollefson, to approve the following poll locations and Inspectors for the June 11, 2002 City Election:        

                             1ST WARD
Senior Citizens Center, 520 3rd Avenue South
LaRae Swenson

2ND WARD
Law Enforcement Center, 413 3rd Ave. North
Betty Goroski

3RD WARD
City Hall, 1900 4th St. North


John Schatz

4TH WARD
United Church of Christ, 1202 Westmore Ave.
Beverly McRoberts

Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The City Auditor reported a letter from NDSCS had been hand-delivered earlier in the day requesting approval to serve as host site for the Wahpeton Lions Club-sponsored Jose Cole Circus on April 14th.  An attached Certificate of Insurance was included with the application.  The Auditor reported the letter had been sent to the old City Hall address on February 11th and had just been returned to NDSCS by the local post office.  Mr. Anderson noted that the Lions and NDSCS had hosted the same Circus a year ago and—to his knowledge—all had gone well.  Inasmuch as the application was delayed through no fault of the applicants, and as the requested date is fast approaching, the Auditor suggested the City Council could choose to suspend the rules if it wished to take action at tonight’s meeting.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Loberg, to suspend the rules and allow action on a motion to approve a Circus License; a matter which does not appear on the Agenda.     Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Hansey, to approve a Circus License for NDSCS/Wahpeton Lions Club for the Jose Cole Circus at the Blikre Activities Center on April 14, 2002.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Contracted Assessor Mitch Marcusson discussed the Application for Abatement and Settlement of Taxes for the 2000 and 2001 assessment years filed by Sig Johnson on the property at 426 4th Street South.  Mr. Marcusson said the owners refused access to inspect the property when the City data collector was there on June 30, 1997 and previous information had to be utilized to determine value.  Recently, he said, the owners requested a review of the assessed value, it was inspected, and the value was reduced to $26,000 for the 2002 assessment year.  Mr. Marcusson said retroactive appraisals contain many variables, and, as access was denied 5 years ago,  there is no accurate way to determine if values should have been reduced until access was granted.  He said he was concerned how approval would look to the vast majority of the property owners who did allow inspections 5 years ago and recommended denial of the request.  

Councilmember Hansey wondered if the City Assessor agreed with Mr. Marcusson’s recommendation.  Assessor Broadland said she would anticipate repercussions if retroactive abatements were allowed.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Loberg, to recommend Richland County deny the retroactive Application for Abatement of Settlement of Taxes for the 2000 and 2001 years for the property at 426 4th Street South.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The City Assessor reported she and Mr. Marcusson had attended the Richland County Commission meeting earlier in the day and discussed the justification for the City’s recommending denial of  the Abatement and Settlement of Taxes submitted by Dakota Edge Apartments.  She noted there was again considerable discussion about how valuations are determined and there was a hesitancy on the County Director of Tax Equalization’s part to endorse the City’s recommendation.  Ms. Broadland said the item was tabled for further study.  In order to deter additional claims of unfair valuations, she said, a reappraisal of all apartment complexes needs to be completed.  Assessor Broadland reported the City budget contains sufficient funds to conduct the reappraisals and that the project will be completed by year end.

The Director of Public Works reported the Public Works Committee has been reviewing plans for construction of a new water tower and is recommending the City proceed with steps to apply for 3½% financing through the State Health Department’s low interest loan program.  He reviewed discussions on need, possible location, and benefits to the City.  The City Attorney presented a proposed Resolution is the first step in expressing the City’s intent to secure the loan.  He said adoption of the Resolution will begin the application process but will not commit any City funding.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3135

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FILING OF APPLICATION

WITH THE NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

FOR A LOAN UNDER THE SAFE WATER DRINKING ACT
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Economic Development Coordinator Priebe reported Tracey Anderson of Lake Agassiz Regional Council has scheduled a hearing in City Hall at Noon on March 26th regarding the CDBG portion of the Imation Expansion Project. 

An Application from Midcontinent Communications for Consent to Transfer Cable Television Franchise to AT&T Comcast Corporation was turned over to the Public Works Committee for review with the City Attorney.

A letter was received from the Chamber of Commerce inviting attendance at the 7:30 a.m. Labor Market Survey Meeting at Prante’s on March 27th.

The Southern Valley Figure Skating Club had sent a letter to the City Council regarding the club’s needs and financial challenges.  Mayor Schmitz turned the matter over to the Finance & Economic Development Committee for review.

Mayor Schmitz noted the Regional NDLC meeting will be in LaMoure on April 24th, urged attendance, and instructed those interested to contact the City Auditor.

Councilmember Sturdevant reported for the Finance & Economic Development Committee.  He said the Committee reviewed the request to help with a scholarship for the winner of Wahpeton’s Preliminary Miss North Dakota Pageant.  Mr. Sturdevant said the Committee decided the City shouldn’t establish a policy for contributing to scholarship requests and recommends the request be denied.  Mr. Sturdevant said the Committee also reviewed the letter from the NDSCS Director of Athletics concerning recreation and sales tax.  He said the letter made no specific recommendations, appeared to be submitted for informational purposes, and the Committee felt no response was necessary.  Mr. Sturdevant said the matter about City land ownership in adjacent states will be addressed at the next meeting.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Schmidt, to deny the request for a scholarship donation.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Mayor Schmitz noted the request for a permanent appointment to the Local Emergency Planning Committee should be determined and asked the Public Works Committee to add that item to its agenda.

Councilmember Beyer introduced Jeremy Lewis to the Council.  He said Mr. Lewis has been working at City Hall during the past few weeks updating the City’s web site.  Mr. Beyer said Jeremy has worked with all departments and has expanded the site’s information considerably.  Councilmember Hansey said he has had occasion to review the site and it really looks good.  The Council expressed its appreciation of Mr. Lewis’ efforts through a round of applause.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Tollefson, to approve payment of bills presented in the amount of $156,105.02 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective funds.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the following reports: FEB Municipal Court; 2001 Annual Report of Leach Public Library.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

* FINANCE & ECON DEV

Not Scheduled






* PUBLIC WORKS 

         
Noon
03/26/02


* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 

Not Scheduled
* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 

Not Scheduled

Motion by Christensen,  seconded by Schmidt, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________


Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor
ATTEST:
______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






