City of Wahpeton Minutes

JULY 2, 2001
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 2nd day of July, 2001, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following members were absent:  Councilmembers Meryl T. Hansey, Charles B. Christensen.

Officers present: City Administrator, Police Chief, Public Works Director, Economic Development Coordinator, Attorney, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Tollefson, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held June 18, 2001.  Motion carried.

The City Administrator reported the Police Sergeants have requested a meeting with the Personnel & Public Safety Committee pertaining to Police Officer turnover suggestions.  Mayor Schmitz made the assignment.

Administrator Kessel noted that a letter has been received from Water/Sewer Foreman Vernon D. Krause in which Mr. Krause states he will be retiring in the year 2002.  (The notice is a requirement of the Employee Policy Manual so that proper funding for the unused sick leave pay benefit may be provided for in the new Budget)

The City Administrator commended Auditor’s Assistant Carla Broadland for her successful completion of session 2 (of 3) of the Municipal Clerks Education course at Minot State.

Ordinance No. 796 regulates private alarm systems beginning January 1, 2002, Mr. Kessel reported.  The Administrator said that he, Attorney Lies, Police Chief Lotzer, Fire Chief Aldrich, and the City Auditor have completed review of costs to the City associated with false burglar & fire alarms and are suggesting fees be established by Resolution.  A copy of the proposed Resolution was distributed for review.  He noted that false fire alarms are higher because of greater manpower and equipment costs.  The City Administrator said the proposal is for an initial $100 License Fee and an annual $10 renewal fee for all private alarm users—either tied into the Law Enforcement Center or elsewhere—and that the users will be compelled to pay a service fee to the City for repeated false alarms during a calendar year.  The Councilmembers raised some questions about portions of the Resolution and Mayor Schmitz instructed the Personnel & Public Safety Committee to make a review and return with a recommendation.

Administrator Kessel reported on upcoming NDLC seminars and conferences and asked the members to let him know if they have an interest in attending. The first is the Model Ordinance and Model Policy Seminar in Bismarck on July 10-11.  The other is the annual convention in Fargo September 27-29.  

Concluding his report, the City Administrator stated the process for the 2002 City Budget has begun and a figure will be needed for the Cost of Living Adjustment to the City’s Pay Plan.  He asked the Personnel & Public Safety Committee to include the item on its meeting agenda.

The City Auditor reported Sonne Labs has elected to pick up its option to purchase Lot 8, Block 2 in Schuett Addition.  The Auditor said Sonne had paid a $500 option fee last year and has now paid the remaining $7,500 of the purchase price for the 1.6 acre lot.  Mr. Anderson said the deed is being recorded and will be forwarded to Sonne officials when completed.

The City Attorney reported some cases are transferred from Municipal Court to State Court and signed agreements are necessary to ensure that the City receives a fair percentage share of resulting fines and forfeitures.  In the absence of the agreements, he said, the State has no obligation to compensate the City at all.  Mayor Schmitz instructed the Finance & Economic Development Committee to review the proposed agreements with the City Attorney and return with a recommendation to the City Council.

The Correspondence file contained 1) Vernon Krause’s letter concerning his retirement in 2002, 2) copies of Mayor’s letters to North Dakota’s Congressional delegation regarding Twin Town flood protection, 3) Robert Poss’ letter regarding Franchise Fees, Property Tax, and Tax Incentives, and, 4) Land owners’ Petition for 8th Avenue South Improvements.  

Mayor Schmitz assigned the Petition to the Public Works Committee for review and recommendation.

Councilmember Loberg reported for the Personnel & Public Safety Committee which had considered two requests for tuition reimbursement.  He reported the Committee has completed its review of the request from Jim Azure and unanimously decided to recommend denial because members came to the conclusion that the application was for all classes needed to obtain a degree in management and administration.  Mr. Loberg said a second request, received from Shawn Kessel, was recommended for approval.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Meyer, to confirm the Committee’s recommendation to approve Shawn Kessel’s request for tuition reimbursement 

Jim Azure attended and said he disagreed with the recommendation to deny his tuition request as his responsibilities to the City includes management and administration.  Committeemember Loberg again stated the application appeared to be for all classes leading up to a degree.  Committeemember Beyer said the supervisor has authority to approve individual classes as long as the cost is within budget.  Mr. Azure said he didn’t apply for the entire class sequence and the application for the individual class was denied by the City Administrator.  

Upon vote on the motion to confirm the Committee’s recommendation to approve tuition reimbursement for Shawn Kessel’s class, the following voted aye:  Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted nay:  None.  Whereupon Mayor Schmitz declared the motion adopted on a vote of 6 in favor and none opposed.

As there appeared to be disagreements and misunderstandings regarding Mr. Azure’s application for tuition, Mayor Schmitz instructed the Personnel & Public Safety Committee to readdress the issue.  Councilmember Sturdevant recommended Mr. Azure be invited to attend the Committee meeting.

It was reported the remaining Committees had not met and assigned items have been continued.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Beyer, to approve payment of bills presented in the amount of $311,470.15 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective funds.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the June Police Department Report. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:


* FINANCE & ECON DEV      

Noon
Wednesday
07-11-01


* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 

Noon
Thursday
07-12-01

* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 

Noon
Monday

07-16-01 

* PUBLIC WORKS 

              Not Scheduled

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Schmidt, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________








Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






