City of Wahpeton Minutes

November 6, 2000

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 6th day of November, 2000, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, James P. Sturdevant.

The following members were absent: Councilmembers Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg.  Vacancy:  At-Large Councilmember. 

Officers present:  Public Works Director, Police Chief, Economic Development Coordinator,  Administrator, Attorney, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Beyer, seconded by Christensen, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held October 16, 2000. Motion carried.

The Wahpeton Imation Plant had recently been named one of North America’s 10 best operations by Industry Week Magazine.  A representative of Imation’s Plant Leadership Team attended and presented the company’s framed award to the Mayor.  The representative asked that it be placed in City Hall in recognition of the City’s ongoing contributions.  Mayor Schmitz accepted the award and asked that the City’s congratulations be extended to the employees of Imation in being recognized for their outstanding work.

The City Administrator requested committee review of a possible new policy to allow employees to donate sick leave.  Mayor Schmitz instructed the Personnel & Public Safety Committee to review the request and make recommendation to the City Council.

Administrator Kessel said he is in the process of arranging a date to take pictures for preparation of City Officials’ Identification cards.  He said he will keep the Council informed of the exact date.  (4:00 p.m. November 20th)

The City Auditor reported the Special Assessment Commission has completed its public hearings of proposed assessments for eleven projects and the Commission has adopted motions certifying the amounts to the City Auditor.  Mr. Anderson said the next step in the process is for the City Council to cause legal publication scheduling a date for public hearings with the intention of adopting Resolutions approving the final assessments.  The Auditor explained that—after City Council confirmation—property owners have 10 days to pay the entire assessment without incurring any interest, and, the amount paid is then deducted from the total of special assessments appearing on County-produced tax statements.  Auditor Anderson requested a special City Council meeting on November 27th so that the 10 allowed days for prepayments may be completed prior to the mailing of tax statements around December 11th.  

Councilmember Meyer asked if the required public hearings couldn’t just as well be scheduled for the regular Council meeting on December 4th.  The Auditor said they could, but then the “10-days” would be extended beyond the date of County mailings.  He said a lot of confusion should be eliminated by deducting the prepaid amount from tax statements.  He also explained that the City-prepared itemized annual listing of special assessment principal and interest cannot be mailed with County tax statements any longer and the prepayments will also be deducted when the City completes mailing during the week of December 11th.   

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Schmidt, to schedule a special City Council meeting at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, November 27, 2000, for public hearings and confirmation of eleven new special assessments. Motion carried 4-1. Voting aye: Beyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  Meyer.

Councilmember Sturdevant, offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-581

BEEFALO 75 CLUB 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor reported almost all arrangements have been completed for the $810,000.00 Bond Sale on November 20th.  He said the City’s Bond Consultant, Dan Wiles, has arranged for a conference call with Moody’s this week to review financial statements and determine the City’s current bond rating.

The Public Works Director presented and discussed the proposed final draft of a Memorandum of Agreement to be executed by The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), North Dakota Division of Emergency Management, and the City of Wahpeton.  He said the purpose of the Agreement is to allow the Corps of Engineers to construct Wahpeton’s flood control levee on ten parcels of property purchased by the City through the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program following the 1997 flood.  (Originally, the City had been informed that the deed language for land purchased with HMGP funds disallows location of any kind of a “structure,” including an earthen levee)  Mr. Lein said without the Agreement, the levee would have to stay off these properties, would have to be rerouted, and would increase construction cost by an estimated $5.5 million.  With approval of the Memorandum, the Public Works Director said, affected deeds will be amended to reflect the agreed-to provisions and levee construction will be allowed to continue on schedule.  He then went on to highlight several other clauses contained in the Agreement and recommended its approval.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Christensen, to authorize the Mayor and Public Works Director to execute the “Memorandum of Agreement between the Federal Emergency Management Agency, North Dakota Division of Emergency Management, and the City of Wahpeton regarding Amendment of Deed Restrictions on HMGP-Purchased Property for Construction of US Army Corps of Engineers Flood Damage Reduction Levee.” Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The Police Chief reported the 2001 Capital Improvement Budget provides for replacement of the Police Department’s 1995 patrol vehicle.  He requested permission to begin the process of obtaining bids to be opened December 4th.  Chief Lotzer said receipt of the approved vehicle and payment would not take place until after the first of next year…probably February or March.

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Sturdevant, to authorize the Police Chief to call for Police Patrol Vehicle bids to be opened December 4, 2000. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Chief Lotzer said there are a couple of items in recently-adopted Ordinance 819 that apparently need clarification.  He wondered if he might discuss the same with Committee.  Mayor Schmitz said the item will be included in the agenda of the next Personnel & Public Safety Committee meeting.

Mayor Schmitz reported on items in the correspondence file.  The first was financial reports of the Bois de Sioux Golf Club.  The Mayor noted the lease for the Clubhouse building requires submission of the reports.  Two other letters suggested items for recreational consideration.  The final item was a report showing a $6,000 payment of Meide’s delinquent T.I.F. taxes.  The balance is now $63,059.57.

Councilmember Meyer reported the submitted bills include an inordinate amount for costs of special improvement projects.  In order to ensure there is sufficient cash on hand to provide for payment, Mr. Meyer said, the City sells Temporary Construction Warrants as necessary.  He said the procedure is authorized by a Resolution and the Auditor is then authorized to prepare and sell Warrants from time to time.   Mr. Meyer then presented a proposed Resolution which will authorize up to $750,000.00 of Temporary Construction Warrants at 6.30% interest. The City Auditor said $500,000.00 will be needed until proceeds are received from the new Bond Issue.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Schmidt, to suspend the rules and allow action on a Resolution authorizing sale of Temporary Construction Warrants, a matter which does not appear on the agenda. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Meyer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3067

RESOLUTION RELATING TO $750,000.00 TEMPORARY 

IMPROVEMENT WARRANTS: AUTHORIZING, SELLING AND

ESTABLISHING THE TERMS AND PROVIDING FOR

THE PAYMENT THEREOF

(West Side Street Improvement District 2-3-00)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Sturdevant, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Christensen, to approve payment of bills documented in the amount of $609,511.41 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective funds. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the following reports: 3RD QTR Economic Development Commission; OCT Police Department.  Motion carried 5-0.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:


* PUBLIC WORKS
       
Noon

11/13/2000

* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 
To be determined





* FINANCE & ECON DEV
No assigned items





* FLOOD MITIGATION
  
No assigned items


Motion by Meyer, seconded by Beyer, to adjourn.  Motion carried.
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                                   Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor 

ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

               Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor







