City Council Meeting
August 17, 2009
5:00pm
Council Members Present:  Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Mitskog
Council Members Absent: Sturdevandt 
Staff Present: Huwe, Thorsteinson, MacIver, Nelson, Lies
Others Present: Appell, Erickson
Alderman Mitskog presided over the meeting.
Mitskog called the meeting to order. 5:05 Pm
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Bertsch to approve the August 3, 2009 Council Minutes.  Motion carried 7-0.
PUBLIC HEARING
Misc Street Repairs 2009, Project No. ST09-156: Nelson said they had two bidders for this project who were Central Specialties with a bid of $145,891 and Riley Brothers Construction Incorporated with a bid of $150,029. He recommended awarding the bid to Central Specialties in the amount of $145,891.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to award the bid for Misc Street Repairs 2009, Project No. ST09-156 to Central Specialties in the amount of $145,891.
Wateland asked when the project will start, and Nelson said it will start in about three or four weeks.  Mitskog asked what the completion date for the project is and Nelson said the completion date is set for October 15th. 
Roll call vote: voting aye: Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Bertsch. Voting nay: none.
Leach Library Masonry Restoration & Tuck-Pointing Project No. L09-156:  Nelson said there were two bidders for this project and those two were Knudson Restoration with a bid of $28,000, and Building Restoration Corporation with a bid of $52,464.  Nelson recommended awarding the bid to Knudson Restoration in the amount of $28,000.
Motion by DeVries, seconded by Schmidt to award the bid for Leach Library Masonry Restoration & Tuck-Pointing Project No. L09-156 to Knudson Restoration in the amount of $28,000.
Wateland asked how there could be such a drastic difference in costs between the two bidders.  Nelson said that the difference could be due to mobilization costs, or who needs the work more.  Schmidt asked if they will be starting soon and Nelson said they will be starting soon and there is an October 15th completion date.

Roll call vote: voting aye: Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Bertsch. Voting nay: none.
REPORTS
FINANCE DIRECTOR/AUDITOR HUWE – 
Special Election August 18, 2009:  Huwe reminded everyone that there will be a Special Election tomorrow for a ½ cent sales tax increase that will be dedicated to Flood Mitigation and Infrastructure.  Huwe went over the specifics of the election and what is required to cast a vote. Huwe noted that we are polling at the Community Center and the polls would be open from 7am-7pm.
Request approval to sell City owned lot in Schuett Addition:  Huwe said we have a current property owner in Schuett Addition, Burchill Construction, and they would like to purchase the lot that is next door to them.  Huwe said they are willing to pay market price valued by Broadland in the amount of $.20/square foot for a total of $12,700, and the buyer will also be responsible for the specials at a net price of $11,200.  Huwe requested a motion to approve the sale of that lot to Burchill Construction. 
Motion by Wateland, seconded by Hansey to sell the City owned lot in Scheutt Addition to Burchill Construction for a total of $12,700. Motion carried 7-0.
Bohn asked if there have been any other interest in the Schuett addition lots.  Huwe said that they have had several other inquiries on parcels in that addition.  Huwe said we need to approach this on a first come first serve basis, and Mr. Burchill’s first contact with her was back in June. 
City owned vacant property – request referral to Finance Cmt.: Huwe requested to have the topic of City owned vacant property being sold to private parties referred to the Finance Committee.  Mitskog referred this issue to the Finance Committee. 
Otter Tail Power Co. Franchise Agreement – request referral to Finance Cmt.: Huwe requested the Ottertail Power Co. Franchise Agreement to Finance Committee.  Mitskog referred this issue to Finance Committee. 
Otter Tail Power Co. Impact Procurement Assistance Ctr. Meeting   Aug. 19th 10:30 AM Wahpeton Community Ctr.: Huwe said that all of the Council members have been invited to attend and to let her know by tomorrow if they are interested in attending.  
NDLC Annual Conference in Minot Sept. 24-26: Huwe reminded everyone to let Sarah Erickson know if they would like to attend the NDLC Annual Conference by the end of the week.
City Hall closed Monday, Sept. 7th in observance of Labor Day : Huwe noted that the next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on September 8th due to the Labor Day holiday on September 7th.  
2010 Budget Presentation:  Huwe went through the Budget Presentation and expressed that the budget was crafted with no increase in property taxes and by keeping a flat budget.  Huwe said that the department heads were assigned to craft their departmental budgets flat as well.  She said this budget presentation is subject to change and is the first presentation to the public.
ASSESSOR BROADLAND –   

State Equalization Update: Broadland gave an update from the State Equalization meeting held last week in Bismarck. Broadland noted that there was no testimony given from anyone from Richland County or the City of Wahpeton.  Broadland said that House Bill 1401 affected the window of valuation of property and went from 95%-105% to 95%-100%.  Mitskog asked when they will be looking at making the changes from House Bill 1401, and Broadland said that they did not adjourn so she will probably hear an answer in a couple of months. 
ATTORNEY LIES – No Formal Report
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE –  No Formal Report
LIBRARIAN MACIVER – No Formal Report
POLICE CHIEF THORSTEINSON – No Formal Report
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON – 

Request referral to PW/PS Committee: Cost Participation and Maintenance    Agreement with NDDOT for Project NHU-SU-8-013(037)390 - Dakota Avenue (12th Street to River):  Mitskog referred this issue to PW/PS Committee. 
Request referral to PW/PS Committee: Cost Participation and Maintenance Agreement with NDDOT for Hwy 127 from Junction 11 to Railroad Tracks in Wahpeton : Mitskog referred this issue to PW/PS Committee
Request referral to PW/PS for Permission to Advertise for Bids for Controls Replacement for Lift Stations No. 6 and No. 8, Project No. SS09-155: Mitskog referred this issue to PW/PS Committee.
Request referral to PW/PS Committee: Cost Participation for Water Service Repairs at 701 6th St N; Mitskog referred this issue to PW/PS Committee.

Request referral to PW/PS Committee: Request by WCCO Belting, Inc to amend agreement to supply untreated water: Mitskog referred this issue to PW/PS Committee.

REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee –  
No Meeting to Report
Public Works Committee – August 13th, 2009
Southside Drainage Basin Plan 

Appraisal/PW Technician Job Description – ongoing discussion
Wahpeton City Drain No. 1 – ongoing discussion

Otter Tail Power Franchise Agreement – Hansey said that Lies will draw up an agreement similar to the agreement with Great Plains Natural Gas. 
Flood Plain Management Ordinance

Water Bill Dispute - ongoing discussion
Safe Routes to School – 14th Ave. N. Sidewalk – ongoing discussion
Wind Turbine Ordinance – ongoing discussion
Hansey said he would like to set up a meeting for the PW/PS to discuss the budget which is tentatively set for September 1, 2009.
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

Motion by Hansey seconded by DeVries to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 7-0.  

a. NDSCS College Review 

b. Midcontinent Communications Handbook 

c. Otter Tail Power Company / Impact Foundation meeting Aug. 19, 2009 invitation 

d. Bank of the West Golf Outing Invite Aug. 21st 

e. Burchill Construction correspondence on Schuett Addition lot Twin Town Ambassadors Thank You for contribution to hanging flower baskets 

BILLS –  Motion by Bohn, seconded by  Bajumpaa to approve the disbursement of bills in the amount of $470,045.43.  Motion carried 7-0.
Gen Fun 208028.09, Wat Oper 57180.10, San Sew Oper 28119.31, Wast Remov Oper 19306.66, Wast Reduc .70, Vect Contr 6798.04, Strt Light 7599.57, Armory Oper 2001.00, Libr Levy 16730.58, Advert Levy 119.92, Airprt 4-mill levy 1361.18, Plann Comm Levy 1098.88, Cap Imp 3878.21, FD Bldg & Equp 4466.00, Real Est Levy 81.50, Spec Strt Maint 1331.50, Levee Maint 7053.26, Amb Levy 1083.33, Unemply Comp Rsrv 180.00, Econ Devel Dept 10804.02, Vect Contrl Dist Levy 923.34, Weed Maint Levy 2940.00, Lodg Tax 6972.07, Sales Tax Oper 14333.33, Sales Tax Rsrv 24931.50, Sales Tax Mini Mtch Rsrv 529.66, Revolv Loan 630.87, Gas/Oil/Etc -2805.95, R/I #9395 3815.00, ½ Sales Tax 26753.01, 5-2-97 (Flood Phase II) 5060.25, Spring Flood 2009 4706.00, 8-1-06 Dak Ave 667.00, 11th St Shrd Use path 3000.00, 8-1-06 Dak Ave Side Strts 367.50.
SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

a. Mayor’s Ad Hoc Cmt. on EDC/CDC in ED (T.B.D.)

b. Planning Commission August 20th, 4:00 p.m. 

c. Finance Cmt. August 24th, 12:00 p.m.

d. PW/PS Cmt. August 25th, 12:00 p.m.
e. PW/PS Cmt Sept 1st, 5:00pm (budget review)
Nelson requested to set a Flood Meeting for this week Friday August 21st at 12:00pm.
Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to adjourn.  5:40 pm
_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_____________________________________________

Sarah Erickson City Coordinators Assistant - Minutes respectfully submitted by sme. 

