City of Wahpeton Minutes
SEPTEMBER 16, 2002
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 16TH day of September, 2002, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Alisa Mitskog, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson, David P. Badgley.

The following members were absent: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmember Richard A. Loberg.  


Officers present:  City Administrator Kessel, Public Works Director Lein, Police Chief Lotzer, Economic Development Coordinator Priebe, Assessor Broadland, Deputy Attorney Bullis, Auditor Anderson.   
President Schmidt presided at the meeting.

((((((((((( (((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Christensen, seconded by Hansey, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held September 3, 2002.  Motion carried.
The City Administrator reported a review of the Personnel Policy Manual reveals an error in the language dealing with Police overtime.  He recommended the Finance & Personnel Committee review the section and recommend appropriate changes.  President Schmidt asked the Committee to perform the maintenance review and return with a recommendation.
Administrator Kessel then discussed a motion adopted by the Economic Development Commission at its meeting held September 12th.  During  discussions for development of housing, the Administrator reported, the EDC reviewed the property tax exemption schedule for new home construction.  He said the EDC recommends the several-step schedule be eliminated and that the City Council allow a 2-year exemption on the first $75,000 of valuation for every new home erected.  Finance & Personnel Committee Chairman, Glen Tollefson, said the Committee had held preliminary discussions on the exemption proposal and said the EDC’s recommendation will be added to the Committee’s next agenda.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 667
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF GERIATIC NURSING ASSISTANTS
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Hansey, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon the Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor observed that the City Council has been following a policy of adjusting liquor & cabaret license fees annually corresponding with the “cost of living” percentage adjustment to the City’s Pay Plan.  This year, the Auditor noted, it appears the City Council is considering adoption of a salary schedule without steps…and therefore there is no cost of living adjustment with which to apply liquor & cabaret license fee amendments.  Auditor Anderson said the matter had briefly been discussed at the Finance & Personnel Committee meeting last week but the Council’s rules are that proposals must be brought before the governing board first and be assigned so that other Council members become aware of items being discussed in each Committee.  The City Auditor reported he had prepared and mailed a sample Resolution with agendas in which he had plugged in a percentage as an example, only.  President Schmidt assigned the matter to the Finance & Personnel Committee for review and recommendation.

The Public Works Director reported on the NDDOT-sponsored 16th Avenue North Improvement Project No. 2-2-03.  He said bids won’t be opened until next year but the process has to begin now.  He added that NDDOT will pay a good share of the project’s cost.  Mr. Lein observed that the current rural road section will be replaced with a full curb & gutter roadway and a combination pedestrian/bicycle path will also be constructed.  The Director said an underground storm sewer is part of the project and it will be extended to serve the needs of drainage to the south and west.  He said the NDDOT will only participate in the storm sewer costs along 16th Avenue.  Therefore, Director Lein said, the District has been expanded to include the additional areas to be served by installation of the new storm sewer.  Maps of the proposed District along with Preliminary Engineering Reports were supplied to each member of the Council.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3153
RESOLUTION CREATING STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-2-03

(16th Avenue North)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Badgley, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Badgley offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3154
RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION OF ENGINEER’S REPORT

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-2-03

(16th Avenue North)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Hansey, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3155
RESOLUTION RECEIVING AND APPROVING ENGINEER’S REPORT

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-2-03

(16th Avenue North)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Badgley offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3156
RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION OF PLANS

AND SPECIFICATIONS AND ESTIMATE OF COST 

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-2-03

(16th Avenue North)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The Public Works Director then described the work planned for the new 1,000,000 gallon Water Tower (Improvement Project 1-2-02) to be located in the northwestern area of the City.  Mr. Lein said the intention is to pay for the project cost through water sales revenue but a special assessment district is being set up encompassing the entire City.  He supplied a Preliminary Engineering Report and explained that the new structure will increase storage for peak usage, for fire fighting capabilities, and for times of unforeseen equipment failures.  Not only will the project connect all overhead storage facilities, the Director said, but it will also include “looping” of the water main located in the Imation area.              

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3157
RESOLUTION CREATING WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-2-02

(Elevated Storage)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Mitskog, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Badgley offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3158
RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION OF ENGINEER’S REPORT

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-2-02

(Elevated Storage)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3159
RESOLUTION RECEIVING AND APPROVING ENGINEER’S REPORT

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-2-02

(Elevated Storage)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Badgley, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3160
RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION OF PLANS

AND SPECIFICATIONS AND ESTIMATE OF COST 

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-2-02

(Elevated Storage)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The Economic Development Coordinator presented documentation and reported on a proposal for development of a spec home program.  Ms. Priebe said the Economic Development Commission has been reviewing proposals for sale of City-owned lots at low cost to contractors to encourage the building of single family dwellings.  She said the EDC has voted to recommend Council adoption of the following utilizing assets of the Sales Tax Fund:  1) City-owned lots be sold for $110 in lots of 3 or more with the stipulation that homes be constructed on the lots within a 90-day period.  2) Should a contractor desire less than 3 lots, the selling price will be $100, the 90-day requirement remains the same, and the contractor will be required to sign a $4,900 promissory note payable upon sale of the house.  3) Any home that remains unsold for 30 days after the “certificate of occupancy” is issued, Ms. Priebe said, a $500 per month interest stipend—not to exceed five months—will be provided to offset carrying costs.  4) The $5,000 HELP special assessment discount will not apply under the “3 lots or more” provision but will still apply for sales of less than 3 lots.  She said the program is proposed to run through December 31, 2002 and there appears to be interest out there.
Answering questions from the City Council, Coordinator Priebe reported that, if the proposal passes at tonight’s meeting, a non-local contractor is planning on construction of 3 homes yet this year and appears to be interested in additional lots if the houses sell immediately.  She said unsold NorthPark lots will be utilized initially and the program would be revisited after the speculative period is completed.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Mitskog, to approve the recommendation from the Economic Development Commission to allow expenditure of Sales Tax Funds to establish the “Spec Home Program” through the end of the year as described by the Economic Development Coordinator.  Motion carried 7-0.   Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Tollefson reported for the Finance & Personnel Committee.  He said the Committee reviewed and recommends approval of the proposed Joint Powers Agreement with the Wahpeton Park Board in order to complete the Zoo Sign Construction and Maintenance Agreement with the NDDOT.  Mr. Tollefson said the signs will be erected on I-29 and ND13, the NDDOT will only enter into agreement with the City, and the Park Board/Visitors Committee will pay for all costs. 
Motion by Beyer, seconded by Tollefson, to enter into agreements with the NDDOT and Wahpeton Park Board for construction and maintenance of Zoo Signs on I-29 and ND13.  Motion carried 7-0.   Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Christensen reported for the Public Works & Public Safety Committee.  He said the Committee reviewed the pedestrian safety observations and suggestions presented by Marlin Galde last meeting and came up with several proposals.  Mr. Christensen stated all members of the Council had received a copy of the minutes of the Committee meeting and he reviewed some of the documented recommendations which, he said, are currently being completed without need of City Council motions.  
Councilmember Tollefson offered second reading of the following Ordinance and moved its adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 839
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 27-108

SCHEDULE OF RENTAL AND SERVICE CHARGES

(ARMORY)
The Ordinance was then read in full for the second time.  Following second reading, the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Beyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Mitskog, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor and attested to by the City Auditor.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE

Noon, September 23, 2002


  * PUBLIC WORKS & PUBLIC SAFETY COMM

        Not scheduled

* FLOOD MITIGATION COMMITTEE


        Not scheduled
Motion by Christensen, seconded by Beyer, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

ATTEST:
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             Tim Schmidt, Council President







______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






