City of Wahpeton Minutes
APRIL 15, 2002
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 15th  day of April, 2002, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following member were absent:  None.  (4th Ward Councilmember position is vacant)
Officers present:  Public Works Director Lein, Police Chief Lotzer, Assessor Broadland, Attorney Lies, Auditor Anderson.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.
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Motion by Beyer, seconded by Hansey, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held April 1, 2002.  Motion carried.

Motion by Beyer, seconded by Hansey, to approve the minutes of the special meeting held April 10, 2002.  Motion carried.

Mayor Schmitz welcomed members of Boy Scout Troop #346.    The Scouts approached the podium and introduced themselves.  They were:  Mike Cronin, Mike Knudsen, Jeff Wieser, Todd Vetter, Brad Heger, and Brad Toussaint.  Scoutmaster Assistants John Wieser and Tom Knutsen reported the scouts are all working on their Citizenship in the Community Merit Badge.
The City Auditor presented applications for Raffle permits and the first application received for Site Authorization renewal.  He explained all permit applications are in order and should be approved.  Mr. Anderson said the Eagles Club submitted the Site Authorization renewal form for the 12-month period beginning July 1st.  He noted that there is no change in the number of tables—or locations—and recommended approval.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 649
BEFFALO 75

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 650
WAHPETON-BRECKENRIDGE SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION 75

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Sturdevant, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 651
RED RIVER AREA SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Sturdevant, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Tollefson, to approve the 7/01/02 – 6/30/03 Site Authorization for Wahpeton Aerie #2749 F.O.E. at the Wahpeton Eagles Club,  112-114 Dakota Avenue.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  none.

The City Auditor presented the listing of candidates who have filed for the City Election on June 11, 2002.  He reported 2 persons have filed for the office of 1st Ward Councilmember and 3 have filed for the 2 “At-Large” Councilmember positions.  Petitions received for all other offices equal the number of the positions to be elected, he said.  Mr. Anderson stated the next step in the process is ballot placement and a drawing for that purpose will be held at City Hall on Wednesday, April 17th at 12:00 noon.  He urged candidates to attend.  
POSITION


CANDIDATES FILED



 

MAYOR


Duane M. “Bud” Schmitz


            


CITY COUNCIL

   1st Ward


Mike Diekman



               

    









Meryl T. Hansey



             
    
   




   3rd Ward


David P. Badgley



            

   4th Ward (2-year term)
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Meredith M. Mitskog



               

In the absence of the Economic Development Coordinator, the City Auditor recommended Super 8 Motel Manger, Jim Zinke, be appointed to the vacancy on the Visitors Committee Board.  Mayor Schmitz effected the appointment subject to Council confirmation.  

Motion by Beyer, seconded by Loberg, to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Jim Zinke to the Visitors Committee Board of Directors.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  none.

The Auditor then discussed the “Local Employment Survey” from Job Service North Dakota which had been supplied to each member of the Council.  He noted that City employers had been surveyed and revealed a 2.6% increase in the number of employees.  (The report also showed a 32.1% employment increase in the past 10 years).  Mr. Anderson observed that the City Council’s support of local programs has been instrumental in the over-all successful effort to achieve job creation.  Hopefully, he said, additional employees equals additional City residents.
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The Public Works Director reported a letter has been received from Mark Sand & Gravel, the low bidder of the 2-1-02 Improvement Project, agreeing to the omission of Cottonwood Court quantities.  Mr. Lein said the bid was $494,622.49 but has been adjusted to $417,907.14 after removal of the $76,715.35 attributed to the Cottonwood Court portion.  He said the letter and the bids were reviewed by the Public Works Committee and the members recommend award to Mark Sand & Gravel at the amended amount.  

The City Attorney noted that two steps by Resolution are required to complete the process of awarding bids.  He said the City Council held its protest public hearing on April 1st and the only protests concerned the Cottonwood Court portion.  The first step, he said, is to acknowledge insufficiency of protest—noting that Cottonwood Court is removed—and a second action awards the contract at the agreed-to, lower estimate.     
Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3137
RESOLUTION DETERMINING INSUFFICIENCY OF PROTEST

AGAINST STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-02

(Area A=North Side Streets / Area B=8th Avenue South)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Meyer, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and was attested to by the City Auditor. 

The Council then re-examined the bids received for construction of the improvement in Street Improvement District 2-1-02, (Area A=North Side Streets / Area B=8th Avenue South) which bids were received on the 1st day of April, 2002, together with a statement by the Engineer planning said improvement for the City of the estimated cost of said improvement under the terms of the respective bids.  The Engineer recommended the contract to be awarded to Mark Sand & Gravel for its amended low bid of $417,907.14 (removing Cottonwood Court work). After examination of the report of the Engineer and consideration of the bids, Councilmember Tollefson then introduced the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

                   RESOLUTION NO. 3138
RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF AN

IMPROVEMENT IN STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-02
(Area A=North Side Streets / Area B=8th Avenue South)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Christensen, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Meyer, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and was attested to by the City Auditor. 
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Public Works Director Lein reported all necessary documents are completed to allow the City to advertise for sidewalk construction bids

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Hansey, to advertise for sidewalk construction bids to be opened at 5:00 p.m. on May 20, 2002.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.
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The Public Works Director requested consideration to add a matter to the City Council Agenda.  He said the City was notified by the State’s Congressional Delegation last Friday that Wahpeton has been awarded the $1.26 million EDA Grant for the Imation expansion project.  Today, Mr. Lein said, Mayor Schmitz received word from the Governor that the State of North Dakota has given final approval for the $1 million CDLF/CDBG Grant.  The Director said the grant approvals means the 6-1-02 Improvement Project may now proceed with award of the construction contract and the work may begin.  He said all costs associated with the improvement project will be covered by the grants.

City Attorney Lies observed that the actual grant documents should be executed by the City Council before the construction project proceeds.  However, he said, the Resolution awarding the contract could be adopted subject to approval of the actual documents.  He said the Council could call a special meeting once the documents are received.  
The City Attorney reported two additional motions should be considered under suspension of the rules.  The first would be to approve the three-party Memorandum Agreement regarding the $300,000 contingency set-aside and the second—a License Agreement—would allow preliminary site work to remove and relocate about 100,000 yards of dirt.  Both will be contingent upon final approval of the grants, he said.
Motion by Christensen, seconded by Hansey, to suspend the rules and allow action on Imation Expansion Improvement Project 6-1-02 motions; items which do not appear on the City Council Agenda.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The Council then re-examined the bids received for construction of the improvement in Sanitary Sewer, Storm Sewer, Water and Street Improvement District 6-1-02, (Industrial Expansion Area) which bids were received on the 1st day of April, 2002, together with a statement by the Engineer planning said improvement for the City of the estimated cost of said improvement under the terms of the respective bids.  The Engineer recommended the contract to be awarded to Riley Brothers Construction for its low bid of $1,522,058.30.  Attorney Lies said the Resolution awarding the contract states the award is “contingent upon final written approval of the award of the federal and state grants.”  After examination of the reports of the Engineer and the City Attorney, and, consideration of the bids, Councilmember Christensen then introduced the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 3139
RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF
AN IMPROVEMENT IN SANITARY SEWER, STORM SEWER,

WATER AND STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 6-1-02

(Industrial Expansion Area)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Meyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Meyer, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and was attested to by the City Auditor. 

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Hansey, to approve the Industrial Development Memorandum Agreement, and all terms and provisions thereof, between  the City, the Wahpeton Community Development Corporation, and Imation Corp. and direct & authorize the Mayor and City Auditor to execute the Agreement on behalf of the City.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Meyer, to approve the License Agreement to remove dirt and earth,  and all terms and provisions thereof, between  the City, the Wahpeton Community Development Corporation, and Imation Corp. and direct & authorize the Mayor and City Auditor to execute the Agreement on behalf of the City.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Mayor Schmitz expressed his appreciation to all of the people who worked on the project.  He said he knows there were deadlines that had to be met and everyone worked diligently to accomplish the successful conclusion.   
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A letter was received from the National Arbor Day Foundation in which Wahpeton was named 2001 Tree City USA and that the City is a Growth Award recipient.

The North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund had sent a letter informing the City of another successful year and that Wahpeton will be receiving a $15,852.00 refund check for “Conferment of Benefits.”

Mayor Schmitz reported a letter has been received from Midcontinent Communications in which the company states the CNN/SI channel is being discontinued on May 15th.

Councilmember Loberg reported the Personnel & Public Safety Committee is continuing its alterations of the Employee Manual.

Councilmember Meyer reported the Finance & Economic Development Committee met and reviewed the Figure Skating Club’s letter dated February 14, 2002.  He said the Committee asked the City Administrator to write and inform the Club’s Board that the Committee will take the information into consideration during future discussions concerning a Community Center.  At its next meeting, Mr. Meyer said, the Finance Committee will again be discussing the Task Force’s Community Center proposals.

Councilmember Christensen reported the Public Works Committee reviewed the two proposals offering Engineering Services for NDDOT’s 16th Avenue North Reconstruction Project and voted to recommend Interstate Engineering be ranked as #1 and Lightowler Johnson as #2.   He said the Committee also recommends a public input meeting on May 8th to discuss the new water tower proposal.
Motion by Christensen, seconded by Tollefson, to confirm the Public Works Committee’s ranking for 16th Avenue engineering services.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Tollefson, to schedule a public input meeting on May 8, 2002, between the hours of 4pm to 6pm, in order to discuss the new water tower proposal.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Sturdevant, to approve the following reports: FEB & MAR Wahpeton Water Works.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None. 
The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:
* FINANCE & ECON DEV

Noon
04/22/02





* PUBLIC WORKS 

         
Not scheduled

* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 

Not scheduled




* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 

Not scheduled
Motion by Meyer,  seconded by Loberg, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________


Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor
ATTEST:
______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






