City of Wahpeton Minutes

DECEMBER 03, 2001
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 3RD day of December, 2001, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following members was absent: Councilmember Charles B. Christensen.

Officers present: City Administrator, Public Works Director, Police Chief, Attorney, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Beyer, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held November 17, 2001.  Motion carried.

Lance Yohe, Executive Director of the Red River Basin Board (RRBB) attended to bring the Council up to date on the Board’s activities and plans.  He explained that the Board was created in 1996 and is composed of representatives from several government entities and from the private sector in North Dakota, Minnesota, and Manitoba.  Mr. Yohe said the two States and Canadian Province currently supply funding for the organization.   He said the RRBB is developing goals and objectives for numerous water management issues related to water supply, water quality, and flood level reduction throughout the entire Red River basin.  Mr. Yohe concluded his report by stating a representative of the organization intends to return annually and present updates. 
Contracted Assessing Specialist Mitch Marcuson attended in regard to Elmer Affield’s Application for Abatement and Settlement of Taxes of 3 vacant lots along 3rd Avenue & 12th Street North.  Mr. Affield’s attorney, Chris Anderson, was also in attendance.  Mr. Marcuson presented photos and documentation revealing that the values for improved lots in the area were increased from $3,000 to $8,500 in 1998 (for 1999 tax year).  He said the Affield lots lack improved access and have no water and sewer improvements, so, upon request of a review by Mr. Affield, the former City Assessor agreed the lot values should be returned to $3,000, and the adjusted value was applied for 2000.  However, Mr. Marcuson said, through an oversight the values for 1999 were left at $8,500 and he would recommend the abatement be approved to correct the figures for 1999.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Hansey, to recommend approval of the Abatement of Taxes request submitted by Elmer Affield by reducing each of the values of Lots 1, 2, and 3, Block 2 of Affield’s Addition to $3,000 for the year 1999.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Aly Zach of 424 10½ Street North attended to protest the recently-enacted policy for charging water & sewer fees to persons absent from their homes during the winter months.  He said he received a letter informing him it will cost him a $12.95 minimum monthly fee or a $20.00 reconnection fee and he thinks either is too much as another entity only charges $3.00 per month.  Mr. Zach said other businesses don’t charge him for not using their products.  He added that he has mowed the City’s boulevards for years and hasn’t expected compensation.  Some reasons for the new policy were explained and Mayor Schmitz said he felt it is a good policy and asked if anyone on the Council wished to consider a change.  No motion was offered.
Councilmember Sturdevant requested reconsideration of the City Council’s October 15th decision to amend the Personnel Policy Manual by eliminating residency requirements for City employees.  He reviewed the history (first “in City” then “in ETZ” then “in Richland County” and then “anywhere”) and stated he felt the requirement to reside within Richland County was removed to accommodate one employee only.  Mr. Sturdevant observed that the City’s 2000 census showed a decrease and the City Council should be concerned about increasing population.  He said people who leave town after work aren’t supporting local businesses so everyone is losing.  In conclusion, Mr. Sturdevant said, he felt a City employee should show a commitment to the Citizens of Wahpeton and Richland County by residing within the area that affords them employment.  
City Attorney Lies observed that consideration to rescind earlier action must be by Resolution and City Ordinances require as many (or more) Councilmembers to be present as were in attendance during the vote on the original proposal.  He noted that 1 more Member is present and therefore Ordinance requirements would be satisfied if a proposal were offered for reconsideration.  
Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3120
RESOLUTION REINSTATING RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS

FOR CITY OF WAHPETON EMPLOYEES

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Beyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Sturdevant, Tollefson; and the following voted against the same:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Schmitz.  Whereupon Mayor Schmitz declared the motion lost on a vote of 2 in favor and 5 opposed.
The City Administrator reported he has received notice that he has been selected as the German Marshall Fellowship’s “alternate” for the local section and will fill in if the selected delegate in unable to attend the program.

Administrator Kessel reported Jaci Fritz has resigned as City Assessor to take another position.  He said Carla Broadland has been appointed to the City Assessor’s position and has already attended a one-week Assessor’s Training Session in Bismarck.

The Administrator noted Larry Isaak, Chancellor of the North Dakota University System, will be attending functions at NDSCS all day on December 5th.  Mr. Kessel observed that the State College of Science is a vital part of the community and he would like to see a good representation from the City Council and staff.  Mr. Kessel said all have received an invitation to visit with Mr. Isaak between 2:00 and 3:15 and he urged everyone to attend, if possible.
Concluding his report, the City Administrator proposed scheduling of a City Council Retreat to analyze the City’s current condition and discuss visions and goals.  Upon polling the Mayor and Council, it was decided to schedule the meeting at Prante’s on Wednesday, December 12th between 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-627
NDSCS AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY CLUB


The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-628
NDSCS CATBACKERS CLUB


The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-629
CIRCLE OF NATIONS SCHOOL

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor presented applications for 2002 Licenses.  He said they are requests for renewals and are presented at this time so liquor license holders may be supplied with City Licenses to be utilized when applying for State permits.  Mr. Anderson said additional applications will be presented as received.
Motion by Loberg, seconded by Hansey, to approve the following 2002 City Licenses as presented:

LICENSE HOLDER
BUSINESS NAME

MANAGER

          LOT/BLOCK/ADDN   CABARET
ON & OFF SALE


(CLASS A : LIQUOR, BEER & WINE – 7 DAYS PER WEEK – FEE :   $3,343.00

F.O. Eagles Aerie #2749
Eagles Club


Perl D. Keys

 
     12
 7    O.T.       CLASS 2

Poet’s, Inc.

Poet’s Warehouse Liquors

Kip A. Christensen
 
 1-  5
 C    Fargo


(CLASS A : LIQUOR, BEER & WINE – 6 DAYS PER WEEK “Grandfathered”) – FEE  : $2,731.00

Mohs, Mary Ann

Driftwood Lounge

Mary Ann Mohs

       
      8
17    O.T.

Pausch Stores, Inc.
Oasis Bar


Barry Pausch


      9
37    O.T.      CLASS 1

Johnson, Gary L.

Sportsman’s Bar


Gary L. Johnson

     
    14
17    O.T.

OFF SALE


(CLASS B : LIQUOR, BEER & WINE –  FEE:  $2,332.00

Bonessa, Inc.

Chuck’s Off Sale


Kip Christensen

      
      1
 1      Plummer

ON SALE


(CLASS C-1 : LIQUOR, BEER & WINE – 150 SEAT RESTAURANT– FEE:  $2,377.00

Prante’s, Inc.

Prante’s Fine Dining

Jerry & DoeRae Prante
       
     2
  2     Berg     CLASS 2


(CLASS C-2 : BEER & WINE – 50-SEAT RESTAURANT  – FEE:  $709.00

(CLASS C-3 : LIQUOR, BEER & WINE – 50-ROOM HOTEL/MOTEL – FEE:  $1,638.00

(CLASS C-4 : BEER & WINE – 50-ROOM HOTEL/MOTEL – FEE:  $709.00


(CLASS C-5 : LIQUOR, BEER & WINE – 300 MEMBER CLUB/LODGE– FEE:  $846.00

Wahpeton Veterans
Vet’s Club


Michael Close


     5
13     O.T.     CLASS 2


(CLASS C-6 : LIQUOR, BEER & WINE – 200 MEMBER GOLF COURSE – FEE:  $846.00

Bois de Sioux G.C.
Golf Club Grille Room

Scott Wamre
                 
   Sec. 5, 132-47




AMUSEMENT DEVICES - $15.00 FEE PER DEVICE
APPLICANT


BUSINESS NAME

LOCATION

__NUMBER 

  FEE

Johnson, Gary 


Sportsman’s Bar


304 Dakota Avenue

4
  
  60.00


Keys, Perl


B.P.O. Eagles


112 Dakota Avenue

2
 
  30.00

Mohs, Mary Ann


Driftwood Lounge

326 Dakota Avenue

3
  
  45.00

Pausch, Barry


Oasis Bar


512 Dakota Avenue

5
  
  75.00

Wahp Hockey Assn

Sportsman’s Bar


304 Dakota Avenue

1
  
  15.00

Wahp Hockey Assn

Grille Room


1305 RJ Hughes Dr.

1
  
  15.00

APPLICANT



BUSINESS NAME


BUSINESS ADDRESS

          SOLID WASTE HAULING - $300.00 FEE 

Lutz, James C.



Waste Management 

1016 11th Av S.    
Wahpeton, N Dak

Meide, Sandra



Interstate Property Management
602 Dakota Ave.  
Wahpeton, N Dak

PAWNBROKERS/SECOND HAND GOODS - $200.00 FEE 
Ham, Jim



OK Pawnbrokers


100 4th St. South   
Wahpeton, N Dak

ITINERANT MERCHANT - $100.00 FEE 


   HOUSE MOVING - $10.00 FEE
Schmit, Nicholas 



Schmit, Inc.


P.O. Box 227
      
Wyndmere, N Dak

Johnson, Dale



Johnson Moving Co.

7830 177th Av SE  
Wahpeton, N Dak

     TAXICAB - $50.00 FEE
Taylor, Donald



Twin Town Taxi


224 2nd Av. North 
 Wahpeton, N Dak

Motion carried 7-0. Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The Public Works Director reported sealed bids had been opened on November 29th for a Trailer Mounted Vacuum Excavation System.  He presented the following tabulation which the Mayor turned over to the Public Works Committee for review and recommendation:

BIDDER



AMOUNT BID

MODEL


REMARKS

Vermeer of ND, Fargo, N Dakota

$23,900.00

Vermeer 550

Demo Unit-120 Hrs







  28,922.00

Vermeer 550

New Unit

Krider Equipment, Fargo, N Dakota
  33,179.00 

Vaxcavator 550

New Unit

Sanitation Products, Fargo, N Dakota
  34,389.10

Jet Vac 550

Demo Unit-  10 Hrs

Director Lein reported the North Dakota Department of Transportation has placed the (4th to 11th Street) 16th Avenue North Improvement Project on its priority list for 2003 with construction to begin in 2004.  He said the first step by the City is to obtain proposals from engineering firms for preparation of preliminary engineering plans for the project.
Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Tollefson, to request proposals from engineering firms for preparation of preliminary engineering plans for the NDDOT Project to improve 16th Avenue North between 4th and 11th Streets.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant, voting nay:  None.

The Public Works Director supplied copies of a letter from the Wahpeton Park Board stating the Board is pursuing the possibility of installing a well in Chahinkapa Park near the Rosemeade Chalet in order to supply fresh water to ponds during dry periods and for wintertime flooding of the ice skating rinks.  Mr. Lein said the City Council would have to override City Ordinances to allow wells within the City.  Mayor Schmitz instructed the Public Works Committee to review the request and return with a recommendation.
Two letters were received concerning reductions in Workers Compensation Insurance Premiums.  The first revealed a 10% reduction will be granted in 2002 because of the City’s participation in the Risk Management Program.  The second stated there will be 16.2% premium reduction based upon the City’s Experience Rate.  Councilmember Beyer asked that the records show the Council recognizes the time and effort expended by Carla Broadland on the Risk Management Program which is resulting in a safer workplace and reduction in premiums.
Councilmember Loberg reported items assigned to the Personnel & Economic Development Committee are still under review.

Councilmember Meyer reported the Finance & Economic Development Committee met and determined there is no longer a rush to consider implementation of the Prairewood Addition Performance Bond and the item will be removed from the agenda.  He said the Committee is continuing its review of Franchise Fee questions.
Councilmember Schmidt reported the Public Works Committee had been unable to meet and discuss its assigned items.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Beyer, to pay bills presented in the amount of $154,165.76 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective funds.  Motion carried 7-0. Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the following report: NOV Police Department.  Motion carried 7-0. Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:
* PUBLIC WORKS 

           
Noon

12/11/02
* FINANCE & ECON DEV

Not Necessary
* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 

Not Necessary





* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 

Not Scheduled
Motion by Meyer,  seconded by Schmidt, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________






                
Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor
ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






