City of Wahpeton Minutes

September 18, 2000

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 18th day of September, 2000, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, James P. Sturdevant.

The following member was absent: Councilmember Tim Schmidt.  Vacancy:  At-Large Councilmember. 

Officers present:  City Administrator, Public Works Director, Police Chief, Loan Administrator, Assessor’s Assistant, Attorney, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Christensen, seconded by Hansey, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held September 5, 2000. Motion carried.

The City Administrator reported on the completion of the list of appointees to serve on the Mayor’s Community Center Task Force which is being formed to collect proposals and review the feasibility of the creation of a Community Center.  He reported on the representative organizations and their members volunteering to serve on the Committee.  They are:

City Council



Tim Schmidt
Private Business



Perry Miller
Chamber of Commerce


Jim Oliver
NDSCS




Mike Rink
High School/College Student

Cody Miller
Parks & Recreation


Wayne Beyer
Medical Community & Breckenridge
Dave Nelson
Banking Community


Brad Pauly
Mr. Kessel said additional, Advisory Members will be invited to attend meetings and offer specialized area input.  Two of the Members are: 


Banking Community, Citizen of Breckenridge, United Way President

Jane Berndt


Financial Community, Citizen of Wahpeton




Connie Caspers
Administrator Kessel introduced Jacqueline Fritz who has recently been appointed to the newly-created position of Assessor/H.R. Assistant.  

Ms. Fritz reported a letter has been received from Richland County stating there was a deficiency regarding the City Council’s earlier action denying an Abatement of Taxes for the Eleanor Houle Estate.  The Auditor’s Assistant said the County’s letter reports a public hearing date must be scheduled and the estate’s representative, Kathy Langenwalter, has to receive notification.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Sturdevant, to schedule a hearing at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, October 2, 2000, regarding the Abatement of Taxes request submitted for the Eleanor Houle Estate and to notify the estate representative of the hearing.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-576

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Christensen, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor submitted a memo revealing that three persons presented the proper documentation by September 8th requesting consideration for the vacant At-large Councilmember position, term ending 2002.  They are:

James G. Aldrich

Steve Helgeson

Glen H. Tollefson

The Auditor said the Personnel & Public Safety Committee instructed the Auditor to notify Richland Council Election Officials to include as a part of the November 7th General Election, a special ballot for choosing the Councilmember.

Auditor Anderson reported the $6,000 promised in September by Jerry Meide & his attorney for ongoing reduction of T.I.F. property tax delinquencies has not been received.  He said he has notified Meide’s representative of the apparent oversight.

The City Auditor then presented documentation of real property within the City of Wahpeton for which property taxes are 5-year’s delinquent.  He explained that Richland County will offer the parcels for public sale in November if taxes remain unpaid.  The Auditor said the City of Wahpeton has been asked to recommend a minimum sale price for each property and he submitted a document with proposed values.  Mr. Anderson said the recommended amounts represent the total of special assessments unpaid and, being special assessments are first in line to receive sale proceeds, the City will bid that amount (utilizing the Special Assessments Deficiency Fund) to ensure that bond payment income is sufficient to retire the City’s debt.  Mayor Schmitz instructed the Finance Committee to review the figures.

The Public Works Director reported the Cities of Wahpeton and Breckenridge had entered into an agreement in 1976 to deal with water emergencies by cross-connecting water systems.  Mr. Lein said nothing ever came from the agreement then but now may be the time to consider taking some action.  The Director said the matter was briefly discussed at the latest Public Works Committee meeting where it was suggested the proposal be submitted to the City Council for official assignment.  Councilmember Meyer asked where the money would come from for the project.  Mr. Lein said the Committee would discuss that.  Mayor Schmitz instructed the Public Works Committee to investigate the feasibility of cross-connecting the water systems of the twin towns.

Director Lein said the Public Works Committee also briefly reviewed the deteriorated conditions of sidewalks in some areas of the community and felt there is a need to take some action.  The Mayor asked the Public Works Committee to discuss the matter and return with a recommended action plan.  

The Public Works Director reported all work is completed on the Briarwood West Sewer & Water Project 1-4-98 and recommended approval for payment of the final estimate.  

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Hansey, to authorize payment of the final estimate for Briarwood West Sewer & Water Project 1-4-98. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The Loan Administrator reported Lake Agassiz Regional Council is ready with the next step for a grant to provide for the northside rail spur.  Ms. Priebe said a public hearing needs to be scheduled.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Beyer, to schedule a public hearing at 5:00 p.m. on October 2, 2000, concerning the proposed grant for a northside rail spur. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Director Priebe discussed the possibility of adopting the Dollar Homes Program through HUD. She said the program offers sale of HUD property to local communities after it remains unsold after 6 months…the City could rehab the property with Revolving Loan Fund money and then sell to low and moderate income qualifiers.  Several questions were asked about ensuring selling prices would not exceed rehab costs.   Mayor Schmitz asked the Finance & Economic Development Committee to meet with Ms. Priebe, continue review of the program, and return with a recommendation.

Ms. Priebe reported there is a $140,000 grant remaining from flood-awarded funds which could possibly be utilized as part of the cost for cleaning up the 7th Street & 16th Avenue lift station odor problem.  She said residents of the area will be surveyed in the near future, and, if more than 50% of the affected residents are “low to moderate income,” there is a good chance that the new usage of the grant will be approved.  She said she would keep the Council informed.

The Police Chief presented two items which he said were not on the agenda and will need a suspension of rules in order for motions to be considered.  The first item was the Chief’s request for approval to file an application for a $15,000 equipment grant.  He said the City’s Capital Improvement Budget contains $1,500 for the local share.  Answering a question from Mr. Meyer, Chief Lotzer said the City would still have the opportunity to refuse the grant after its award.  The Chief said the second item concerns the Right to Life group’s request to form a chain along Dakota Avenue.  He said this is a yearly event, they have always followed the rules, and he’d recommend approval of their request.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Loberg, to suspend the rules and allow action on matters submitted by the Police Chief, items which do not appear on the agenda. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Christensen, to authorize the Police Chief to file an application for a $15,000 equipment grant. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Loberg, to authorize the Right to Life organization to form a human chain along Dakota Avenue subject to regulations supplied by the Police Chief. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Mayor Schmitz appointed the following members of the Visitors Committee subject to Council confirmation.

Amy Finamore – Term ending 2004

Jim Revier ------  Term ending 2002

Motion by Beyer, seconded by Christensen, to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Visitors Committee members. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Loberg reported for the Personnel & Public Safety Committee.  He said there were several meetings, 9 items have been under discussion, and every Council member has received a copy of all minutes.  Mr. Loberg then reviewed each item as it appeared on the agenda.  

1 & 2) The Committee Chair said the Committee is still reviewing the Community Programs Administrator position.

3) Mr. Loberg stated the Committee met with the City Administrator regarding a fourth Police Sergeant position being created based upon nighttime shift responsibilities.  He said the Committee recommends the position be created at Grade H, Step 4, and that the City Administrator and Police Chief get together to determine how to fill the position following the proper procedures.  Councilmember Meyer added that the total number of employees will not change.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Meyer, to create a fourth Police Sergeant Position at Grade H, Step 4 to be selected according to the proper procedures. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

4)  Chairman Loberg reported the Personnel Committee had met jointly with the Finance Committee regarding a request to consider an increased City contribution for Cafeteria Benefits.  He said the Committees voted to deny the request; the Personnel Committee on a vote of 3-1 and the Finance Committee voted 4-0.  Mr. Loberg said there is no recommended change so the matter does not need to be addressed by the City Council.

5)  The Personnel Committee Chairman observed that all members of the City Council had earlier been supplied with copies of proposed amendments of Fire Department By-Laws. He said there have been no objections and the Committee recommends approval.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Meyer, to approve the Fire Department By-Laws, as amended. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

6)  Mr. Loberg reported the Committee had been reviewing the Police Chief’s proposal of proposed adjustments to the Traffic Ordinance Bond (Fines) Schedule.  He said the Committee recommends approval.  He then offered the following as first reading:





ORDINANCE NO. 819

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND

ESTABLISHING NON-CRIMINAL FEES
7)  The Chairman noted a letter had been reviewed from the Police Chief requesting approval of a $5 per hour increase for policing public dances...and the Committee recommends approval.  Mr. Loberg said the money is deposited into the General Fund and the patrol officer is paid through regular payroll channels.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Meyer, to approve charging $30 per hour for policing public dances. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

8)  Chairman Loberg said the Committee has been reviewing payment of unused sick leave benefits when employment is terminated due to on-job injury or death.  He reported the Committee has asked the City Attorney to draft a proposed amendment to the Employee Manual.

9)  The Committee Chair stated the joint meeting revealed that the preliminary 2001 General Fund and Special Fund Budgets are completed and final salary figures will be determined very soon.  He said both Committees recommended a 2% Cost of Living Adjustment as a part of the budget process. 

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Sturdevant, to approve a 2% Cost of Living Adjustment for all 2001 Steps on the City’s Pay Plan. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Meyer reported for the Finance & Economic Development Committee.  He presented a draft of the 2001 City Budget Ordinance.  He said the Finance & Personnel Committees have agreed to a 2% pool for merit adjustments and the final budget will reflect the assignments.  Mr. Meyer said the preliminary Capital Improvements Budget has received Committee approval, a copy has been received by all Councilmembers, and will be voted upon when second reading of the Budget Ordinance is proposed on October 2nd.

Councilmember Meyer offered first reading of the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 820

AN ORDINANCE MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE CITY OF

WAHPETON, NORTH DAKOTA FOR THE YEAR 2001

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Christensen, to approve following reports: AUG Municipal Court, AUG Wahpeton Water Works, AUG Police Department.  Motion carried 6-0. Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen,  Sturdevant; voting nay: None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:



* FINANCE & ECON DEV
Noon

09/25/2000

* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 
Noon

09/27/2000





* PUBLIC WORKS
       
Noon

09/28/2000

* FLOOD MITIGATION
  
Not scheduled

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Meyer, to adjourn.  Motion carried.









_____________

  

    
  







                                   Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor 

ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

               Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor







