Wahpeton City Council Meeting
June 7, 2010

Present:  Mayor Sturdevant, Hansey, Schmidt, Bertsch, DeVries, Wateland, Bohn, and Bajumpaa.
Absent:  Mitskog.
Also Present:  Huwe, Broadland, Priebe, MacIver, Lies, Nelson, Thorsteinson, and Appell.
Motion by Schmidt seconded by Bertsch to approve the May 17, 2010 City Council Minutes.  Motion Carried.  Bertsch asked for an amendment to the minutes to correct the end time of meeting to 5:42pm from 4:42pm.  
PUBLIC HEARING
Mayor Sturdevant stated that there is a public hearing tonight on the proposed Payment in Lieu of Taxes for the Senior Housing Project.  Mayor asked if there is anyone present to protest the Payment in Lieu of Taxes; hearing none, Mayor asked Huwe if any written protests have been received there are none. 
Motion by Hansey, seconded by DeVries to approve the Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) for Legacy Properties III Properties.  Motion Carried 7-0.
REPORTS
FINANCE DIRECTOR/AUDITOR HUWE-Huwe asked for approval for any site authorizations or games of chance permits presented.  
Council member Bohn offered the following raffle permit and moved its adoption:

South East Fraternal Order of Police

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by DeVries.
Council member Bajumpaa offered the following gaming site authorization and moved its adoption:

St John’s School

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Schmidt. 
Surface Transportation Reauthorization Outreach Tour Update
Huwe attended meeting a meeting on Friday in Bismarck sponsored by the US Federal Department of Transportation.   The Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood, Governor Hoeven, Senator Conrad, Senator Dorgan, Congressman Pomeroy and Director of the ND DOT Francis Ziegler made presentations regarding federal funding of surface transportation infrastructure.  Major points included the fact that many Great Plains States host a great deal of bridge traffic (traffic that neither begins nor ends within the state) and the fact that the infrastructure in rural states plays an essential role in both the national and international economy.  Discussion of potential funding sources for the multi-year $600 billion dollar Transportation Bill included the possibility of doubling the Federal Fuel tax from 18.4 cents per gallon to 36.8 cents with the States potentially doing the same; the Federal fuel tax has not been changed or indexed since 1993.  The ND fuel tax is an additional 23 cents per gallon.  

Managed Services Contract

Huwe is requesting approval of a managed services contract with NRG Technology Services to provide Exchange Monitoring and Administration, Spam Management, Managed Network and IT Management, Desktop, and 24x7 server and network support. The one year contact is $660 per month or $7,920 annually and is a currently budgeted expense.  Motion by Bohn, seconded by Wateland to approve the managed services contract with NRG Technology Services.  Motion Carried 7-0.
Recycling License Review-Huwe asked for referral of a commercial recycling service license review to the Public Works Public Safety Committee.  Mayor will refer this item to PWPS Committee.

June 8th Election 
Huwe reminded everyone of the City election on Tuesday, June 8th.  The Polls are open 7 AM to 7 PM;  Locations are as follows:  1st Ward Community Center, 2nd Ward Law Enforcement Center, 3rd Ward City Hall, and 4th Ward Wahpeton Middle School.

ASSESSOR
Broadland gave an update on the County Equalization meeting that was held on June 2nd and there were no Wahpeton residents present to protest.  Broadland stated that the 2010 mill rate will slightly increase to $13,474 per mill up from $13,283 for 2009.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE
Dan Reilly is present representing the SBDC and stated that he conducted a business walking tour along Dakota Avenue asking how business is during the road construction.  Reilly stated that he spoke with several business owners that are very pleased with the efforts of the City and CDC of keeping them and their customers informed.  Reilly reported that business for most stores for a specific trip have had little to no effect in traffic flows a couple of businesses have seen a decrease of 10 to 30 % and some have had a greater decrease.  Mayor asked how many contacts he made Dan visited every business along Dakota Avenue and wanted to speak to the owner or manager and was only able to speak with half of them.  

NSP Project

Priebe reported that 211 5th Ave N is currently listed with Hammer Realty.  A market analysis is being worked on and the conditions of sale to a household whose income must be equal to or less than 50% of the Median Income set for Richland County.  The income guidelines can be found at www.wahpeton.com under Economic Development and housing.  Other City owned lots recently listed are:  Elm Court Lots 14 & 15 with Hammer Realty and Action Realtor has 798 Center Street South listed.

Absolute Marketing Campaign

Priebe reported that local officials participated with the Jack & Sandy show on KFGO broadcasting from Chahinkapa Zoo.  Priebe stated that the WahpetonWelcome.com is now up and running.  Letters blanketing the area signed by Priebe and the Mayor will be mailed out the end of the month.  Billboards will be placed in Minnesota later in the month and Welcome Kits will be complete this week and TV advertising will begin in July.  Wateland asked the locations of the billboards; Priebe stated one on Highway 75 and one on Highway 210.  Mayor asked what is in the Welcome Kit; Priebe stated there are inserts with regard to housing, jobs, etc.  Priebe stated that the letters include an analysis of how much money a regular commuter would save along with more family time etc.  

Dakota Avenue Reconstruction

Priebe stated the Public Dakota Avenue Reconstruction meeting is Tuesday, June 8th at 10:30am the Community Center Art Room.

City of Barnesville-Priebe toured the Dakota Avenue Reconstruction Project with Barnesville City officials as they will be having a similar project next year.
North Park Spec Homes

Priebe reported that the contract to build two spec homes in North Park Addition will be awarded tonight.  There are four adjustments made to the project:  add 2’to the garage for the house on Lot 14, add piano windows to the living rooms, increase lower level bath from ½ to ¾, and install side doors to the garages for a total increase of $4,470.  Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the two spec homes to be built by Sheyenne Builders, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $271,270.  Motion Carried 7-0.
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON
Middle School Drainage-Nelson requested referral to the Public Works Public Safety Committee the drainage west of the Wahpeton Middle School.  Mayor will refer this item to the PWPS Committee. 
Change Order No.1-Nelson requested referral to the Public Works Public Safety Committee Change Order No. 1 Construction Contract with Central Specialties, Inc. for North Central Area Streets Rehabilitation, Project No. ST10-160 in the amount of $43,253.50.  Mayor will refer this item to the PWPS. 

City Hall East Entrance-Nelson requested referral to the Public Works Public Safety Committee improvements to the City Hall East (Community Room) Entrance.  Mayor will refer this item to the PWPS Committee.
Construction Update:  Stage 3A levee which is across town the levee is in and the topsoil is taking place and work on the volunteer park should begin next week as river levels have dropped and by next Monday work should resume on the sheet piling.  Once that work is done the park should come together.  Preparations are being made for parking on 2nd Avenue and a connection on 3rd Avenue South between the alley and the street and paving may take place yet this week.     
Minor storm sewer repair on 13th Street North have added some larger pipe this should help with localized street flooding that has occurred in the past.

Safe Routes to School is in progress the segment on 5th Avenue North  is complete between 11th Street North and Zimmerman and work is underway  from 6th Avenue North eastward to Zimmerman  and then the next segment is from 11th Street North and the last segment is from 11th Street to 12th Street. 
Street maintenance seals coats on the south side will be under way in the next few weeks the street department has made preparations to the surface in various areas in preparation for the seal coating.  
North central streets area rehabilitation project has been in progress for a few weeks with primarily mud jacking, curb and gutter replacement and alley approach replacement and miscellaneous concrete work, hoping to see asphalt work within the next couple of weeks.  

The South side drainage project Phase A1 work has resumed along 11th Avenue South and cleanup work is beginning and the excess material from that project is being placed along the levee along the southeast corner to form a parking lot on the east end of those fields.  The contractor is now recompacting that material as it was put in wet last year and will be prepared so the Parks Department in the future can pave it with gravel surfacing.  It will be shaped and the perimeter seeded and have it ready for graveling later in the summer.
The final work is being done on airport park drainage project with river levels dropping the contractor is now able to get into the pipe outlet and finish that portion.  It sits back and is out of sight and was not able to be completed last year due to wet weather and high river levels.

Dakota Avenue is moving along opened two more phases today the work is proceeding.  The underground is nearing completion in the phase between 4th and 6th Street only have clear water storm drains remaining in that portion.  6th Street intersection is now closed so that the three utilities can be installed water, sewer, and storm sewer and they should be out of the intersection by Wednesday.  The 2nd Street intersection is closed for the next week for paving and hope to have it open by next Monday.  The contractor is anticipating paving the north side from the bridge to 2nd Avenue and then they will complete that phase with the curb and gutter, sidewalk, and the parking lane and move traffic to the opposite side once the pavement is cured.   

Detours- 6th Street is closed until Wednesday, 2nd Street is closed and 4th Street is closed at the RR crossing for installation of a new crossing on Tuesday, June 8th from 7am to approximately 4pm.  Nelson stated there is access on the 4th street alley on the JC Penney parking lot to 5th Street.    3rd Street is open.  Highway 13 and 11th Street are down to one lane in each direction and a four way stop is in place as the signals are down.  Nelson stated there is ongoing discussion regarding installing stop signs at 2nd Avenue and 11th Street North during construction.
Schmidt asked about 11th Avenue South as it was cut in three places and wondering if the patches are going to be repaired, Nelson stated that is some of the work that is being started today.  Nelson stated there is some damaged pavement on Center Street South that will be replaced and on the south side of 11th Avenue.  Nelson stated there is also some pavement that needs to be replaced on 6th Street that project will be done in halves so portions can be used while the pavement is curing.  

Bertsch mentioned that people are stopping at 2nd Avenue and 7th Street North intersection; she just wanted to make note that people are stopping where there are no stop signs.  Bertsch also mentioned that there is access behind the Daily News building and KBMW to the west.   

Vector control

Larvaeciding continues and monitoring counts.  Nelson stated that currently June 16th and June 30th have been scheduled for aerial spraying.  Ground spraying will occur as necessary beginning as early as this week.

REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES
Finance committee Report
Chairman Bohn reported that the Finance Committee met on May 24th and discussed the following items.

Town Centre Square-Bohn gave a report on the Town Centre Square property and the updates that have been made to the interior of the building.  

Minipark Request- Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve City owned lots with infrastructure is retained for housing development purposes.  Motion carried.

Safe Communities Coalition

Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bertsch to approve the City serving as fiscal agent for the Head of the Red Safe Communities Coalition.  Motion carried.

Public Works Public Safety Committee
Hansey stated they discussed a proposed sidewalk on 12th Street North from Loy Avenue to 14th Avenue North and there is a possibility of a grant for the project.

Haul Route- Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to deny the material haul route request from Dunnick, Inc. to use 5th Avenue North.  Motion carried.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

a.
2009 ND Insurance Reserve Fund Annual Report www.ndirf.com

b.
The Source AE2 Utility Enterprise Newsletter www.ae2s.com

c.
Wahpeton Airport Authority Construction Closure Notice

Motion by Wateland, seconded by Bertsch to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book. Motion Carried.
SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee Meetings were then scheduled:

a. Finance Committee.  June 14th, 12:00 p.m. Noon 

b. PW/PS Committee. June 15th, 12:00 p.m. Noon

c. Library Board June 17th, 3:30 p.m.

d. Planning Commission June 17th, 4:00 p.m.
Motion by Wateland, seconded by Hansey to adjourn at 5:49pm.

___________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

___________________________________

Angie Appell, Finance Assistant
