WAHPETON CITY COUNCIL
January 4, 2010

Present:  Mayor Sturdevant, Hansey, Wateland, Bajumpaa, Bertsch, DeVries, Bohn, and Mitskog.
Also Present:  Huwe, Lies, Nelson, Thorsteinson, Broadland, Priebe, MacIver, and Appell.  Erv Rustad and Vince Plummer.
Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order 5:00pm.
Motion by Bajumpaa, seconded by Bohn to approve the December 21, 2009 City Council Minutes.  Motion carried.
PUBLIC HEARING/BIDS:
Issuance of Congregate Housing Refunding Revenue Bonds Under the Municipal Industrial Development Act of 1955 (Lake Agassiz Housing Corporation Project)
Mayor stated that Erv Rustad is present representing Lake Agassiz.  Lies stated the Public Hearing is relating to Congregate Housing Refunding Revenue Bonds that are under the Municipal Industrial Development Act known as MIDA Bonds for Lake Agassiz.  Looking for the final approval for the City of Lisbon to issue bonds and it also affects the City of Wahpeton property this would be the congregate living units that are south of the senior citizens center.  This stated that this has been done before where the particular enterprise saves money by just having one bond issue and saves them attorney fees, and closing costs and ups the amount of the bond issue so there may be more bidders that are incented to bid on the bond so cities can contract where one city takes the lead in this case they chose Lisbon. Mayor asked if there are any written or oral protests hearing none.  Lies will request approval of Resolution 3416 allowing the City of Lisbon to proceed with the bond issue.
Councilmember Wateland offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3416

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE BY THE CITY OF LISBON OF

CONGREGATE HOUSING REVENUE REFUNDING BONDS UNDER CHAPTER 40-57 N.D.C.C. 

TO REFINANCE A PROJECT FOR LAKE AGASSIZ HOUSING

CORPORATION

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Hansey, Motion Passed 8-0.
Erv Rustad stated that the reason that they started this process is to lower interest rates so they do not have to increase rents and keep their costs down as it is more efficient than having two mortgages.    

REPORTS
FINANCE DIRECTOR/AUDITOR HUWE-Huwe asked for approval for any site authorizations or games of chance permits presented.
Councilmember Bohn offered the flowing and moved its adoption:
Wahpeton Harmony Senior Citizens Center

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember DeVries, Motion Passed 8-0.

2010 Election: Huwe distributed the filing deadlines for the June 8th City Election.  Huwe stated there are several openings two for Alderman at Large:  Hansey and Wateland, 1st Ward Schmidt, 3rd Ward Bohn, and Mayor Sturdevant their terms expire June 30th.  The Park Board also has three openings.  Huwe stated that election forms are available at the Secretary of State Website or City Hall.

2009 Fiscal Year End Financials:  Huwe asked for 2009 Fiscal year end financials referred to the Finance Committee.  Mayor referred the item to the Finance Committee.

2010 Utility Rate Increase:  Huwe asked that the 2010 utility rate increase be referred to the Finance Committee.  Mayor referred the item to the Finance Committee.
USDA Forum:  Huwe stated that the USDA Forum will be held at NDSCS January 6th.  

Red River Basin Commission:  Huwe stated that the Red River Basin Commission is meeting Wednesday, January 6th at 6:30pm at the Northern Grille in Breckenridge.  Mayor stated that he will attend.
Next City Council regularly scheduled Meeting will be January 19th due to the Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE
Economic Development Report:  Priebe received a request to create a farmers market to utilize City resources and asked for referral to the Finance Committee.  Mayor will refer this item to the Finance Committee.

Priebe contacted Absolute Marketing of Moorhead to do marketing for the City and asked this item be referred to Finance Committee.  Mayor will refer this item to the Finance Committee.  
Priebe stated that the preliminary paperwork has been signed for the housing study that was approved at the December 21, 2009 City Council Meeting and submitted to the North Dakota Housing Finance Agency.  Priebe will be working on the RFP to be sent out his month.  

Priebe reported that final touches have been made to the “Invest in Your Valley” segments and the City of Wahpeton will show as many primary sector businesses as possible while the Mayor is speaking.  Priebe listed the names of the businesses that will be displayed during the segment.  

Priebe stated that the 7% Sales tax effective January 1, 2010.   5% is State sales tax and 2% is local sales tax.  Priebe stated that there is a link on the City of Wahpeton website to the State of North Dakota Schedule of Sales and Use Tax Rates.

Priebe reported that there is an EDC meeting on Tuesday, January 5th regarding sales tax collection and disbursement. 

Priebe has the 2010 competitiveness Index which is published by the State Chamber of Commerce and received five complimentary copies.  Priebe stated that is contains a comprehensive listing of key indicators in the State business climate and the State is number one in several categories.  Priebe gave an example that the State’s Workers Compensation rate is the lowest in the nation.  
Priebe stated that the City is taking a new direction with vacant city lots and Bertsch suggested that the City work with the real estate community with vacant lots and other properties.  Priebe stated this issue will be discussed at the Finance Committee meeting.  
POLICE CHIEF THORSTEINSON
Chief Thorsteinson introduced the newest police officer Brittany Marohl she graduated from NDSU and recently graduated from the UND Lake Region Police Officer Training in Devils Lake.  Thorsteinson also introduced Sergeant Matthew Anderson who was recently promoted due to the retirement of Sergeant Hartman.  
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON
2010 Urban Roads Project- Nelson stated that the City received notice from the NDDOT that there is possibility of more economic stimulus money related to transportation projects ranging from $610,000 to $815,000 which is comparable to last year.  Nelson would like this referred to Committee to discuss possible locations.  Mayor will refer this item to PWPS.

Nelson stated that snow cannot be deposited in the streets from driveways and sidewalks cannot be placed into the streets and cannot be placed on private property.  The City asks that owners minimize the amount of snow placed into the boulevards as this is where the snow from the street must be placed.  

Nelson reported that sidewalks must be cleared within 24 hours of the end of the snowfall.
Nelson asked property owners with hydrants to clear snow away or make them visible in the snow.

REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES
Finance Committee-

Bajumpaa reported that the Committee met on December 28th and discussed the fiscal year end transfers.  
Bajumpaa reported a Partnership with NDSCS was discussed to build a home on City owned lots, however there were questions which require further discussion.
Public Works Committee
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to approve Change Orders No. 1 & 2 for Southside Drainage Improvements, Phase A, Part 1, Project No. DR09-150 with Kuechle Underground, Inc. in amounts of $7,676 and $2,400 respectively.  Motion carried 8-0.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to approve the Amendment No. 1 to Professional Services Agreement with Interstate Engineering for engineering design services for N. Central Area Streets Rehabilitation Project No. ST10-160.  Motion carried 8-0.  
Motion by Hansey, seconded by DeVries to approve the Service Contract with ND Dept. of Health chemistry Laboratory for drinking water analysis.  Motion carried 8-0.  

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to approve the Departmental Policy for Collection of Delinquent Utility Bills to include revised fees in the rate resolution.  Motion carried 8-0.  

Vince Plummer is present to discuss snowmobile issues as he lives on the south side of Wahpeton.  Plummer stated that he would like the City to maintain safety and maintain snowmobiles to take the quickest route out of town and would like to be part of the solution.  Hansey spoke with Dave Ward active in snowmobile club along with Joel Sirek and set up a meeting on Wednesday or Thursday this week.  Hansey reported there will be a meeting at the City Hall Community Room on January 12th at 5pm and all are welcome to attend.  
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

a. ND DOT Economic Recovery Round 2 Possibilities

b. NDIRF Participator Newsletter
c. Red River Basin Cmt. Public Forum Agenda
d. ND Community Foundation Newsletter
Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Bertsch to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried.
SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee Meetings were then scheduled:
Economic Development Commission Jan. 5th 12:00 p.m.

Finance Cmt. Jan. 11th, 12:00 p.m

PW/PS Cmt. Jan. 12th, 5:00 p.m.

Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to adjourn at 5:31pm.
_________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_________________________________

Angie Appell, Finance Assistant
