City Council Meeting
April 6, 2009
5:00 pm
Council Members Present: Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, Sturdevant, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn 
Council Members Absent: 
Staff Present:  Huwe, Lies, Thorsteinson, Nelson, Priebe, Broadland, MacIver
Others Present: Erickson, Appell, Scott Nicholson
Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order. 5:04Pm
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Mitskog to approve the March 16, 2009 Council Minutes.  Motion carried. 
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the March 18, 2009 Council Retreat Minutes.  Motion carried. 

PUBLIC HEARING
Hanging Flower Baskets, Wahp-Breck Chamber Ambassadors-
Scott Nicholson was present on behalf of the Chamber Ambassadors hanging baskets.  Nicholson went over the 2009 status report and an overview of the hanging baskets program.  Nicholson wanted to inform the council of needed help to move forward with the hanging baskets program.  Nicholson said the expense side of the project is $7500, and one of the biggest expenses is hiring someone to water the flowers.  He would like the city to think about helping with this project in any way possible.  Nicholson said that there is time to make a decision as they will be taking 2010 off for the reconstruction of Dakota Ave. 

Sturdevant said he would refer this issue to the Finance committee.  Mitskog asked Nicholson to bring all information regarding the project to the Finance committee meeting to help them make a decision.  Wateland proposed that the Ambassadors don’t take 2010 off, but to keep collecting the donations.  Nicholson said the group discussed this, but thought that people will not be as willing to donate because there won’t be any flowers hung.  
REPORTS
INTERIM CITY COORD/FINANCE DIR HUWE – Huwe said there was one site authorization or games of chance permits presented.
Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

Civil Technology Club (NDSCS)-Raffle 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, Motion Passed 8-0.
2009 Priorities/Goals- Huwe said on Wednesday March 19th at the Council Retreat the discussion that was had brought forth five goals/priorities for 2009.  
The Goals/Priorities set were:
· Economic Growth

· Infrastructure & Flood Protection

· Maximize use of Economic Stimulus Funds

· Improve Dilapidated Properties/Condition of our Community

· Develop a Community Marketing Plan

Huwe stated that the Leadership Team will make action plans and keep track of progress made on each of the goals/priorities.
2009 Fireworks Sales Permits- Huwe asked for approval of all seven Fire Works Applications for 2009.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by DeVries to accept the 2009 Fireworks Applications. Motion carried 8-0.
Huwe said that Erickson and Building and Codes Inspector Johnson will go out to inspect the sales sites before the licenses are issued. 
Huwe requested referral to Review the Bois de Sioux Golf Club Grant to the Finance Committee.  Mayor Sturdevant referred this issue to the Finance Committee.

Legislative Update- Huwe said we are nearing the end of the 2009 legislation session.  She said the end date for legislation will be April 30th; however, this may be amended because the legislators had two days off to tend to their communities due to the natural disaster that occurred.  
House Bill 1398- Relating to Voter approval of building authority or other indirect funding methods.  Huwe noted that this House Bill failed on Thursday.
House Bill 1517- Relating to Limitation on Sales and Use Tax by a City or County and their Home Rule authority.  Huwe noted that this House Bill failed to pass on Friday.
Senate Bill 2199- Huwe said that this bill has significant property tax reform and funding for education in it.  It has been referred to the appropriations committee and we haven’t heard the outcome of the discussion.
Huwe requested that the Sales Tax review be referred to the Finance Committee.  Mayor Sturdevant referred this issue to the Finance Committee.

ASSESSOR BROADLAND –   

2009 Equalization Hearing Update- Broadland said that on March 27th approximately 170 notices of increase were mailed out to parcel owners in the City of Wahpeton.  She said that on Tuesday March 14th at 5pm there will be an Equalization Meeting.  She encouraged anyone that had questions to call her and she will speak with them.  Sturdevant asked what percent of increase warranted an increase letter.  Broadland said that increase letters were sent out to any parcel owner who had an increase of 10%. 
ATTORNEY LIES – 

Municode Update- Lies said that the company we are working with to computerize our ordinances have made many suggestions for revising the ordinances.  Lies said he would like to sit down with each officer who the Chapter of ordinance affects the most.  He said that he will probably have the meetings done with each officer by July or August and he will be able to start showing them to Council for review.  He said we will be getting the revised ordinances to Council as soon as they are finished.  
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE –  
Economic Development Report- Priebe noted some schedule changes that needed to be made: April 30th 8:30am-12pm Dakota MEP, April 30th 12pm-2pm CEDS, and April 29th Dakota CDC. Priebe noted that she continues to schedule meetings with business owners and is then completing follow up appointments to address their questions and concerns.  She said her department continues to seek economic stimulus dollars.  Priebe went over information on the web fair which runs the whole month of April.  The website for information on the web fair can be found at www.webfairnd.com. Priebe went over some information and research she did for the Wahpeton website and what site selectors look for in a website.  Priebe handed out an article from the Center for Rural Affairs Newsletter.  Priebe went through the article and noted some research found on what make a prosperous community.  
FINANCE DIRECTOR HUWE– See interim City Coordinator
LIBRARIAN MACIVER – 

Leach Public Library Anniversary- MacIver said that on April 8th the Library will turn 85.  She noted that they are one of the two libraries in North Dakota that are still in the original building. She noted that on Wednesday April 15th from 1:30pm-4:30pm there will be a celebration for the anniversary of the Library.  
National Library Week- She said that during Library week they will be practicing amnesty, which is when they will be forgiving any overdue books or late fees.
MacIver noted the Library board meeting will be held April 23rd instead of April 16th.  

Sturdevant asked if the duplicate Library that Mr. Leach built out east is still standing, and MacIver said she believes so.
POLICE CHIEF THORSTEINSON – Thorsteinson requested referral of the Sick Leave and Sick Leave Donation Policy to Finance Committee.  Sturdevant referred this issue to the Finance Committee.
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON – 

Temporary Construction Easements for Dakota Ave Reconstruction- Nelson requested referral of the Temporary Construction Easements for Dakota Ave Reconstruction to the PW/PS Committee.  Sturdevant referred this to PW/PS Committee.

Nelson requested referral of the contract with Liquid Engineering for the cleaning and inspection of water tower #2 to PW/PS Committee.  Sturdevant referred this issue to PW/PS committee.
PW Report- Nelson went over the levels that the river was reported at over the past years and past weeks to demonstrate the 2009 flooding related to past years.  Nelson had slides to demonstrate these water levels.  Nelson said that the National Weather Service had predicted a crest of 19’, but this height never happened.  Nelson went over the road closures that happened during the recent flooding issues and the measures that were taken to fix a boil in the dyke.  Nelson went through the rain event that occurred which added to the difficulties of the flooding issue.  He said we are currently planning and taking precautionary measures for a second crest that is predicted.  Nelson put up a slide to depict the predictions of the upcoming river levels.  Nelson then put up a slide to show the probabilities of reaching varying river heights in the upcoming days and weeks.  
Discussion was had on the impact the recent snow fall had on the flooding predictions.
Wateland asked Nelson to tell everyone when the first storm sewer is shut and when the last storm sewer is shut.  Nelson said the first storm sewer would be shut when the river reaches 9’ and by 13’ they are all totally closed.

Schmidt asked at what elevation the river water rests on the dykes.  Nelson said the water would have to get down to the 10’-11’ range in order to get below the dyke.

Hansey asked if there would any information pertinent to the Southside Residents that would be brought up at the next PW/PS meeting.   Nelson went through the process that the project is going through at this time, but he said nothing is needed to be done at this time.
Sturdevant described the sandbagging effort put forth by the area citizens to help with the flood fight.  Sturdevant noted that Thank You letters will be sent out to all of those who helped with the flood fight. 

Bertsch went the through the operations that took place at the Army Reserve center and commended all individuals who helped make the effort possible.
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee –  
Bohn said the Finance Committee met on March 30, 2009 and discussed the following items.
Bois de Sioux Golf Club Grant Agreement  - Bohn said there was a Motion to recommend an amendment to Section 3 Proposed Covenants of City of Wahpeton Subsidy to Recipient item (f.) insert “with the exception of golf cart leases” to the limitations on long term contracts and credit agreements.
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve an amendment to Section 3 Proposed Covenants of City of Wahpeton Subsidy to Recipient item (f.) insert “with the exception of golf cart leases” to the limitations on long term contracts and credit agreements.  Motion carried 8-0.
Bois de Sioux Golf Club Lease – Action pending further review 

Public Works Committee – Met on Friday April 3rd.
Dilapidated properties – got an update from Building Official Todd Johnson.
Snow Emergency Route on 16th Ave N – No action was taken.  Bajumpaa attended the meeting to give some options for a living snow fence.
Aerial Imagery – Hansey said it was decided to go forward and order this aerial imagery because there wouldn’t be any major changes made by the dikes or the reconstruction of Dakota Avenue.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Schmidt to approve the purchase of the aerial imagery. Roll call vote: voting aye: Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Bertsch. Voting nay: none.
Rescind Resolution 3249 –
Lies went over the discussion he had with Howard Jenson and he has no problem with rescinding this Resolution.  Lies said that Resolution 3249 never became effective because the land swap never took place between Jenson and the City.  Jenson would like to leave the fencing in place until permanent fencing can be put in. 

Councilmember Hansey offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3374

RESOULTION REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 3249:
RESOLUTION VACATING STREET

PART OF 6TH AVENUE SOUTH (BETWEEN 4TH AND 6TH STREET)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember DeVries, Motion Passed 8-0.
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

Motion by Wateland seconded by Mitskog to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 8-0.  

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL April 13, 2009 at 5pm
  
* PUBLIC WORKS 
April 14, 2009
 after Equalization Meeting         

 
* FLOOD 




  


* VECTOR CONTROL
* BOARD OF EQUALIZATION April 14, 2009 at 5pm







Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to adjourn. 6:25pm.    
_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_____________________________________________

Sarah Erickson City Coordinators Assistant - Minutes respectfully submitted by sme. 

