City of Wahpeton Minutes

December 18, 2000

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 18th day of December, 2000, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson.

The following member was absent: Councilmember James P. Sturdevant. 

Officers present:  City Administrator, Public Works Director, Police Chief, Economic Development Coordinator, Attorney, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Beyer, seconded by Hansey, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held December 4, 2000. Motion carried.

Mayor Schmitz reported the Police Vehicle bids will receive future review by the Personnel & Public Safety Committee.

The City Administrator reported the Community Center Task Force had hoped to present a report to the City Council at this meeting.  However, Mr. Kessel said,  concept drawings are being prepared and a report to the City Council will be offered when they are completed.

Administrator Kessel observed that many notices and other communications are provided to members of the City Council through facsimile transmissions.  He said the policy can’t be consistent because a few members do not have fax machines.  Therefore, he proposed the Council consider purchasing fax machines for use by members not possessing them.   Mayor Schmitz turned the matter over to the Finance & Economic Development Committee for review and recommendation.

The City Administrator distributed copies of a letter from Barri Hasti, State Supervisor of Assessments, to Assessors Assistant Jaci Fritz in which it was revealed that Ms. Fritz passed the assessor certification test and is certified as a Township/Class II City Assessor.  Mr. Kessel noted Ms. Fritz’ attendance in the audience and offered his congratulations.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-585

DUCKS UNLIMITED

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-587

NDSCS ATHLETIC BOOSTER CLUB (NORDGAARD SPORTS POOL)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor distributed a report and discussed real estate taxes certified to the County Auditor for year 2001 Budgets. He reported the various taxing agencies have requested 512.64 mills on property within the City of Wahpeton.  The Auditor compared 2000 levies for each taxing district and noted an additional 2.16 mills are being requested through current budgets.  He suggested the Councilmembers review the information and contact the Auditor’s office if there are questions. 

Auditor Anderson reported Auditor’s Assistant Carla Broadland had been pleasantly surprised earlier in the day by receipt of a letter and $4,603.32 check from the North Dakota Workers Compensation Bureau.  He said the money represents a safety dividend based upon the 5-year history of premiums ($137,033.64) and claims ($6,507.38) between 1995 and 1999.  The Auditor noted the dividend is in addition to the 5% Risk Management Program premium discount.

The Auditor distributed a calendar of deadlines for the 2001 State Legislature and suggested the Councilmembers keep it handy for future reference.  He said the “crossover” deadline for bills is February 23rd and the Councilmembers may want to start thinking about a time for the traditional meeting with local legislators in Bismarck sometime after that date.

The Public Works Director reported on the need to rezone 23.46 acres of property along 4th Street North as B-2 for Armed Forces Reserve Center usage and for a new office building proposed by Interstate Engineering.  He reminded the Council that the City owns the Armed Forces property and leases the same to the State of North Dakota.  Because of this, Mr. Lein said,  the City of Wahpeton is the majority property owner and would initiate the preparation of the petition for the new zoning.  He said the Adjutant General and Interstate Engineering will be invited to join the petition.  Mr. Lein then described the properties to be included and asked for permission to circulate a rezoning petition to start the steps for required hearings before the Planning Commission and City Council; the date of hearings to be determined at the Council’s January 15, 2001 meeting.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Loberg, to petition for B-2 zoning of the 23.46 acres of property in Section 33 as described by the Public Works Director; to invite the North Dakota National Guard and Interstate Engineers to join in on the petition. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

Director Lein then discussed purchase of equipment for Lift Station No. 1 odor control.  He distributed a feasibility study outlining the request to purchase and install a scrubber in the Lift Station for that purpose.  The document contained a quote of $13,200 for the scrubber, an installation cost of $500, and expected annual maintenance of $2,500.  Mr. Lein explained that the Public Works Committee has reviewed the proposal and voted to recommend installation.  Councilmember Loberg asked if the equipment will eliminate the odor.  Director Lein said it has worked in other communities where installed but he could never guarantee elimination.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Schmidt, to approve expenditure of $13,700 to purchase and install the Purafil ESD Drum Scrubber-500 for Lift Station No. 1.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

The Public Works Director reported he has received two bids for Liquid Carbon Dioxide supplies and requested review by the Public Works Committee and City Attorney.  Mayor Schmitz agreed and ordered it done.

The Economic Development Coordinator asked for consideration to amend NorthPark Addition Covenants to allow patios and decks in side yards.  Ms. Priebe said current covenants limit them to back yards.  She said the patios and decks would have to honor the 6-foot side yard setbacks.

Councilmember Meyer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3084

RESOLUTION DIRECTING THIRD AMENDMENT TO DECLARATION

OF RESIDENTIAL COVENANTS, CONDITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS

(NORTHPARK ADDITION)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Coordinator Priebe reported the 1% City Sales Tax collected for 2000 amounted to $641,946.75 which is a 6.2% decrease from last year.  She said $32,954.80 of Lodging Tax was received and this amounts to a 2.8% increase.

Councilmember Loberg and Administrator Kessel reported for the Personnel & Public Safety Committee.  They said the Committee reviewed the policy of receiving letters of resignation/retirement and later receiving letters wishing to rescind the earlier action.  Mr. Kessel said the Committee agreed that he would determine whether or not to allow original letters to be withdrawn…with the exception that the City Council would have the say if Officers are involved.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Meyer, to amend the City Personnel Policy Manual by adopting language that the City Administrator will act on resignation/retirement rescinding matters for employees, other than Officers, which will be determined by the City Council. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

The Personnel Committee Chairman said Officer titles have been listed in the appointment section of City Ordinances and, because titles change from time to time, the Committee recommends the Ordinance be changed retaining appointment language but stating Officer titles will be identified by Resolution.  

Councilmember Loberg offered first reading of the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 822

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 3

(Officer Appointments)

Mr. Loberg said members of the Personnel & Public Safety Committee have received comments about snowmobiles on streets.  He said the members felt the matter has to be presented to the City Council prior to further discussion by Committee.  Mayor Schmitz assigned the item to the Personnel & Public Safety Committee for review.  Police Chief Lotzer said snowmobilers will be notified of the Committee’s meeting date as some have expressed interest in attending.

Councilmember Loberg said the Personnel Committee addressed continuation of benefits for employees in good standing who have exhausted all sick leave and vacation time.  He said the Committee agreed that cafeteria contributions for those employees on medical leave should continue.  Answering a question from Councilmember Hansey, Mr. Loberg said the Committee feels continuation of cafeteria contribution is a better policy than allowing sharing of sick leave credit.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Hansey, to amend the City Personnel Policy Manual by adopting language that the City will continue cafeteria contributions for employees in good standing who are on medical leave and have exhausted their sick leave and vacation credits. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

The City Attorney said he has received a call regarding the lagoon gate policy.  This item was assigned to the Public Works Committee.  

Councilmember Loberg offered second reading of the following Ordinance and moved its adoption:


ORDINANCE NO. 821

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND

ESTABLISHING NON-CRIMINAL FEES

(Parking and Speeding)

The Ordinance was then read in full for the second time.  Following second reading the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Meyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor and attested by the City Auditor.

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Tollefson, to approve the following reports:  OCT Municipal Court, NOV Police Department. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:



* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 
Noon

12/27/2000





* FINANCE & ECON DEV       
Noon

12/21/2000

* PUBLIC WORKS 

Noon

01/04/2001

* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 
Not Scheduled

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Loberg, to recess and enter into closed session for discussion of lawsuit matters with City Attorney Steven Lies. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

The closed session was then held and recorded on audio tape as required by State Law.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Schmidt, to end the closed session and reconvene the regular meeting. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Meyer, to adjourn.  Motion carried.










________________________________________________

ATTEST:









Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

________ ______________________________________ 

               Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






