City of Wahpeton Minutes

APRIL 17, 2000

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 17TH day of April, 2000 beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Charles B. Christensen, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Richard A. Hauck, Tim Schmidt, Dr. Delay Mathiason, James P. Sturdevant. 

The following members were absent:  None.

Officers present:  Public Works Director, Police Chief, Assessor, Deputy City Attorney John Bullis, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Hauck, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held April 3, 2000. Motion carried.

The Public Works Director reported on quotes received for Asphalt Crack Sealing supplies and for White & Yellow Traffic Paint needs for the year.  He documented the following offers and recommended award for the lowest qutoes:

ASPHALT SUPPLIER                               PER L.F.               PER 25,000 L.F.
                                   Roadway Services, Fargo ND
                       $ 0.36                       $9,000.00

                                   Zimmerman Contracting, Minot ND                 0.39                         9,750.00

                                   Northwest Asphalt Maint., Goodridge MN       0.39                         9,750.00

TRAFFIC PAINT SUPPLIER              WHITE PAINT  YELLOW PAINT  THINNER     YELLOW (Latex)
    Wahpeton Glass & Paint, Wahpeton ND    $11.59/gallon       $12.77/gallon       $  7.64/gallon       $10.34/gallon

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Schmidt, to award the 2000 Asphalt Crack Sealing Contract to Roadway Services for its low quote of 36 cents per lineal foot. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Hansey, to award the 2000 Traffic Paint Supply Contract to Wahpeton Glass & Paint for the various quotes stated in its offer. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Attorney Fred Strege attended to discuss Jerry Meide’s Tax Increment Financing District property taxes.  He noted that all taxes owing for 1997 and 1998 have been paid in full and the confession of judgement has been satisfied.  The Attorney then presented a letter to the City Council from Jerry Meide in which Mr. Meide agreed to pay $6,000 monthly May 2000-February 2001 to be applied to the $93,000+ taxes for 1999 and to apply land sale funds to 1999 taxes as well.  The letter further promised to pay future taxes in a more timely manner and be current with payments in the next two or three years.

The City Auditor presented an affidavit showing publication in the official newspaper of the City of the Resolution adopted March 6, 2000, entitled, “Resolution Declaring Necessity of an Improvement in Street Lighting Improvement District 4-1-00, which affidavit was examined, found satisfactory and directed to be placed on file in the office of the City Auditor.  The first publication of said Resolution having taken place on the 16th day of March, 2000, as shown by said affidavit, the  Mayor directed the City Auditor to present all written protests against the making of said improvement which had been filed in his office within the period of 30 days from and after such first publication, in accordance with the provisions of Section 40-22-17 of the North Dakota Century Code, as amended.  The City Auditor reported no protests had been filed.  All other persons present affected by the proposed improvement as property owners or otherwise where then afforded opportunity to be heard by the Council as to the necessity and desirability of making said improvement as described in said Resolution.  No one appeared in opposition.

Councilmember  Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO.  3040

RESOLUTION DETERMINING INSUFFICIENCY OF PROTEST

AGAINST STREET LIGHTING IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 4-1-00

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Meyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant: and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and was attested to by the City Auditor. 

The City Auditor presented an affidavit showing publication in the official newspaper of the City of the Resolution adopted March 6, 2000, entitled, “Resolution Declaring Necessity of an Improvement in Special Street Improvement District 2-2-00, which affidavit was examined, found satisfactory and directed to be placed on file in the office of the City Auditor.  The first publication of said Resolution having taken place on the 16th day of March, 2000, as shown by said affidavit, the  Mayor directed the City Auditor to present all written protests against the making of said improvement which had been filed in his office within the period of 30 days from and after such first publication, in accordance with the provisions of Section 40-22-17 of the North Dakota Century Code, as amended.  The City Auditor reported no protests had been filed.  All other persons present affected by the proposed improvement as property owners or otherwise where then afforded opportunity to be heard by the Council as to the necessity and desirability of making said improvement as described in said Resolution.  No one appeared in opposition.

Councilmember Hansey offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO.  3041    

RESOLUTION DETERMINING INSUFFICIENCY OF PROTEST

AGAINST STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-2-00

(MAINTENANCE)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Mathiason, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant: and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and was attested to by the City Auditor. 

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Hauck, to approve the F.O. Eagles Games of Chance Site Authorization for the period of July 1, 2000 through June 30, 2001. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember  Mathiason offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

 GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 562
BOIS DE SIOUX GOLF CLUB
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor reported Theodore Bellmore has asked to meet with the Personnel & Public Safety Committee to discuss the ordered “stayed” suspension of the Teddy’s Cabaret License.  Mayor Schmitz instructed the Committee to add the item to its meeting agenda.

Auditor Anderson reported a letter has been received from Northern Management, property manager of the Dakota’s Edge apartment complex on the west end of 8th Avenue South.  He explained that the letter inquired about the City’s plans to address the deteriorated condition of 8th Avenue between 6th Street and the Dakota’s Edge Townhomes.  The Auditor observed that there had been a street improvement project (2-2-99, Area B) proposed for the road in 1999 but a majority of the district’s property owners (53.27%) protested it out.  Mayor Schmitz asked the Public Works Committee to review the situation and respond to the letter.

The Auditor presented letters which have now been received from Three Rivers Transport and Sonne, Inc. regarding Lots 7 & 8, Block 2 of Schuett Addition.  A projected map of the area was displayed.  The letters stated Three Rivers is withdrawing its bid for the Lots and Sonne desires to purchase Lot 7 and obtain an option for Lot 8.  Councilmember Meyer noted information about the interest had been presented to the City Council previously and the letters have been reviewed by the Finance & Economic Development Committee.  He said the Committee recommends sale of Lot 7 at the going price of $5,000 per acre and a one-year option of the adjoining Lot.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Sturdevant, to approve sale of 1.6 acre-Lot 7, Block 2, Schuett Addition to Sonne, Inc. for the purchase price of $8,000.00; to provide a one-year option for Lot 8, Block 2 for Sonne, Inc. at an option fee of $500.00. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

City Assessor Connie Stromberg reported notices of increased valuations went out this date, and, because of time regulations, the City’s Board of Equalization meeting will have to be rescheduled again.  After a brief discussion the governing board elected to reschedule the City’s Board of Equalization meeting to 5:30 p.m., Monday, May 1st.

Assessor Stromberg had distributed a letter to the Councilmembers stating she will be moving from the State and is submitting her resignation effective May 31st.  She thanked everyone for the opportunity to work with them and extended her good wishes in all future endeavors.  Mayor Schmitz complimented Ms. Stromberg by stating he has never received a call of complaint.

Mayor Schmitz reported a letter has been received from Benefits Administrator, Lori Conway, in which Ms. Conway states she is resigning effective April 24, 2000.

The Public Works Director reported on the sequence of reconstructing 4th Street North.  He said the process started today and the arterial roadway will be blocked off and worked on by sections; first from 2nd Avenue to 7th Avenue, then 7th Avenue to Cottonwood Court, and the final segment will be the remaining area north to By-pass Highway 210.  Director Lein said the project will last through the summer and there will be an inconvenience during that period.  There are bound to be complaints, he said, and all will be addressed during weekly meetings with the contractor.

Director Lein reported Spring Clean-up Week begins April 24th and notices are out regarding regulations.

Replying to comments from the Council, Director Lein agreed that lawn waste collection sites are sometimes abused.  He added that violators are subject to a $500 fine if apprehended.  Mr. Lein said the City’s north-side burning site is now open for the season…on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays between the hours of 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Councilmember Meyer offered the initial report for the Personnel & Public Safety Committee.  He said the Committee has completed its search process and recommends appointment of Shawn Kessel as City Administrator at Grade A, Step 3 ($52,171 per year), moving expense of $2,000, credit of two weeks vacation immediately and vacation accrual  to begin at the three-weeks-per-year level.  The Committeemember said Mr. Kessel has agreed to the terms offered, and if appointed, would plan to assume his position on May 22nd. 

Mayor Schmitz appointed Shawn Kessel as City Administrator—under the terms recommended by the Personnel & Public Safety Committee—subject to Council confirmation.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Hauck, to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Shawn Kessel as City Administrator. 

Councilmember Hansey said he feels the City Council should be working on reducing property taxes rather than hiring for a new position.  Mayor Schmitz stated he had attended the interviews of candidates.  He said he felt the creation of the City Administrator position is a positive step for the City. 

Upon vote being taken on the motion to confirm appointment of Shawn Kessel as City Administrator, the following voted aye: Christensen, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; and the following voted nay:  Hansey.   Mayor Schmitz declared the motion adopted on a vote of 7 in favor and 1 opposed.

Deputy Attorney Bullis observed that Section 3, Article 6 of City Ordinances deals with appointive officers and duties.  He suggested first reading of an Ordinance amendment for the position of City Administrator.  Following some questions, it was decided to have the Personnel & Public Safety Committee review the existing Ordinance.

Councilmember Hauck continued the report from the Personnel & Public Safety Committee.  He said the Committee and Police Chief reviewed the proposed grant application for the Cops in Shops program and the Committee agreed to recommend participation.  Mr. Hauck gave a brief description of the program’s objectives to reduce the ability of under-age persons to obtain alcohol and to increase arrests for furnishing alcohol to minors.

Motion by Hauck, seconded by Loberg, to approve the application to NDDOT to participate in the Cops in Shops program at a local cost of $378.60. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Hauck, seconded by Meyer, to approve the recommendation of the Personnel & Public Safety Committee to remove the following language from the FUNERAL LEAVE section of the Personnel Policy Manual:  “…or other next-of-kin as may be determined by the City Council.” Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Christensen reported for the Public Works Committee.  He said the Committee recommends a Resolution be adopted to establish the following Right-of-Way usage charges as required by Ordinance No. 814:  $300 Permit Fee, 20-cents-per-foot Annual Usage Fee, and 5% of in-City Revenue annually for City-wide service.  Mr. Christensen said the Committee also agreed that costs of installing the new Civil Defense Siren at 9th Street North and By-pass Highway 210 fall within the amount allowed by the current Capital Improvements Budget.  Completing his Committee report, Chairman Christensen said NDDOT is no longer interested in renting old City Hall for the summer.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3042

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING RIGHT OF WAY USAGE FEES

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Hansey, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant: and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and was attested to by the City Auditor. 

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Hansey, to authorize an $11,507 expenditures from the Capital Improvements Fund for purchase of a Civil Defense Siren from Whelen Signal; to allow an additional $2,500 for installation. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Sturdevant reported on the items covered during the Flood Committee’s meeting on April 6th with property owners south of town and representatives of the Corps of Engineers regarding flood water “break out” provisions.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Mathiason, to approve the following reports:  Affordable Housing Ad Hoc Committee’s report on Housing Initiatives dated 4/12/2000; Wahpeton Visitor’s Committee through 3/31/2000;  MAR Wahpeton Water Works. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:


  * PERS & PUBL SAFETY 
12:30 p.m.
4/26/2000
* PUBLIC WORKS
       
Noon

4/26/2000

  * FLOOD MITIGATION
   no assignments           
* FINANCE & ECON DEV
   no assignments

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Schmidt, to adjourn.  Motion carried.









      _____________________________________________

ATTEST:








    Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

__________________________________________


Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor  







