City of Wahpeton Minutes
FEBRUARY 19, 2002
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 19TH day of February, 2002, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following member was absent:  Councilmember Richard A. Loberg.
Officers present: Administrator Kessel, Economic Development Coordinator Priebe, Police Chief Lotzer, Attorney Lies, Auditor Anderson.  

Also Present:  Senior Engineer-Technician Azure.
Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Beyer, seconded by Hansey, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held February 4, 2002.  Motion carried.

Administrator Kessel reported he has received a proposal from RKL Performance Sports regarding purchase of old City Hall.  Mayor Schmitz instructed the Finance & Economic Development Committee to review the proposal and return with a recommendation to the City Council.

The City Administrator noted that all members had received the January 15, 2002, minutes of the Local Emergency Planning Committee in which the Committee had decided upon its representation from various organizations.  Mr. Kessel said a request has been received to appoint a member to represent the City of Wahpeton.  He said the next meeting of Committee is at the Law Enforcement Center on Thursday, February 21st, beginning at 7:00 p.m.  The Councilmembers asked Mr. Kessel to serve as the representative for the upcoming meeting while they discuss a permanent appointee.

Administrator Kessel reported City employees have been working on programs for City Government Week on March 4th through the 8th.  He distributed a “List of Daily Activities” for each of the five days.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-639
WAHPETON FIRE DEPARTMENT
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-642
AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-644
WAHPETON WRESTLING CLUB
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor distributed copies of the Financial Statement and City Auditor’s Report for the year 2001.  He commented on some of the contents and declared that the City’s over-all financial condition is as good as it has ever been.  Mr. Anderson added that State Examiners will be reviewing the 2001 records of the City beginning next Monday.
Economic Development Coordinator Priebe reported on the meeting of the Economic Development Commission held on February 11, 2002.  She said it was learned that federal Economic Development Agency funding for the Imation Expansion Project will be $250,000 less than originally anticipated.  Ms. Priebe stated the amount will be made up through an additional grant from the City’s Sales Tax Fund and by three contributions of $50,000 each from Otter Tail Power Company, Wahpeton Community Development Corporation and the Wahpeton Jobs Development Fund.  The Coordinator said the Commission recommends the City Council approve the additional $100,000 of Sales Tax Funds which will bring the total of amount of public funding to $1,350,000 for assisting Imation in its expansion plans.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Sturdevant, to approve the recommendation of the Economic Development Commission and contribute an additional $100,000 of Sales Tax Funds for the Imation Expansion Project.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Ms. Priebe distributed the annual report of the Wahpeton Visitors Committee, plus 3rd Quarter, 4th Quarter, and annual reports of the Sales Tax Fund.  

Police Chief Lotzer reported overnight parking restrictions have been lifted as the unseasonably mild winter temperatures have softened boulevards to an extent that it is unreasonable to enforce the Ordinances requiring off-street parking.

The Police Chief noted that a letter in the correspondence file requests a donation for Project Graduation on May 26th.  He said the police force will continue its tradition of supplying the services of a police officer for the event.

Another item in correspondence was a letter from the law firm of Letnes, Marshall, Sawnson & Warcup, Ltd, stating that the Kubitz matter has been settled by the insurance company without courtroom litigation.

In the absence of Personnel & Public Safety Committee Chairman Loberg, Councilmember Meyer reported the Committee is continuing to review proposed revisions of the Personnel Policy Manual and will submit a recommendation upon completion of the discussions.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the following reports. JAN Wahpeton Water Works; 3RD QTR Sales Tax Fund; 4TH QTR Sales Tax Fund; ANNUAL REPORT of Sales Tax Fund; ANNUAL REPORT of Wahpeton Visitors Committee.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:
* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 

To be determined by Chairman
* FINANCE & ECON DEV

Noon
02/20/02





* PUBLIC WORKS 

         
Not Scheduled






* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 

Noon
03/04/02 






Motion by Meyer,  seconded by Christensen, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________






                
Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor
ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






