City of Wahpeton Minutes

FEBRUARY 22, 2000

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 22ND day of February, 2000 beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present:  Councilmembers Meryl T. Hansey, Warren D. Meyer, Richard A. Hauck, Dr. Delray Mathiason, James P. Sturdevant. 

The following members were absent:  Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Charles B. Christensen, Richard A. Loberg, Tim Schmidt.

Officers present:   Public Works Director, Police Chief, Assessor, Loan Administrator, Attorney, Auditor.

President Meyer presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Hauck, seconded by Meyer, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held February 7, 2000. Motion carried.

Motion by Hauck, seconded by Sturdevant, to approve the following Resolution:  Motion carried 5-0.

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 550
NDSCS STUDENT SENATE
Motion by Mathiason, seconded by Hansey, to approve the following Resolution:  Motion carried 5-0.

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 551
PROMETHEUS MOTORCYCLE CLUB
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Mathiason, to approve the following Resolution:  Motion carried 5-0.

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 552
AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL 4/07/00
Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Mathiason, to approve the following Resolution:  Motion carried 5-0.

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 553
AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL 6/01/00
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Sturdevant, to approve the following Resolution:  Motion carried 5-0.

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 554
WAHPETON WRESTLING CLUB
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Hauck, to approve the following Resolution:  Motion carried 5-0.

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 555
WAHPETON FIRE DEPARTMENT
The City Auditor briefly discussed the “1999 Financial Statement and City Auditor’s Report” which had been mailed to each Councilmember with agendas.  He observed the booklet contains a lot of information and invited the members to contact him if there are any items for which clarifying explanation is wanting.

The Auditor requested Committee review of a possible Liquor License violation.  President Meyer asked if the owner and managers of the license would be attending.  Mr. Anderson said they would be invited.  The President then instructed the Personnel & Public Safety Committee to schedule a meeting for review of the situation. 

Auditor Anderson drew the Council’s attention to several posters on the chamber’s walls regarding the upcoming Federal Census.  He said the official date for the count is April 1st and advance information is being relayed to the Citizens about the importance that all be counted.  The Auditor said the Council had to challenge 1990 counts at NDSCS regarding students living in the City and steps are being taken this time to ensure that all are included in City totals.  Although the probability is remote, Mr. Anderson said, it would of great value if the official census reached 10,000…the increase in State Aid from current receipts would be about $45,000.00 annually.  The Auditor said the Census Office Manager out of the Fargo Bureau, Jackie Brodshaug, will be attending the March 7th City Council meeting and will offer further enlightenment regarding the desire of an accurate population count.

The Loan Administrator reported she has been collecting data concerning the old City Hall property prior to taking steps for its sale.  Ms. Priebe said the City Council has expressed its desire to provide for the most beneficial usage of the property, and, by exercising its urban renewal powers, the Council may forego formal bids and ask for proposals including plans for the building.  She said several proposal requirements have been listed for review by the Building Committee.  Once approved, Mrs. Priebe said, the invitation for proposals will be submitted for Council endorsement.  President Meyer stated the request will be assigned to the Public Works Committee for review and recommendation.

Administrator Priebe reported on two upcoming meetings concerning City development; 1) a special meeting of the Economic Development Commission at 5:00 pm on Thursday, February 24th, and, 2) the annual meeting of the Community Development Corporation Stockholders and guests at Prante’s beginning at 11:30 am on Monday, February 28th.  Because the CDC works closely with City Officials in promoting industrial development, both the Loan Administrator and President Meyer urged all members of the City Council to attend the annual meeting.

The City Attorney reported Lake Agassiz Regional Council has requested the City Council to be the sponsoring unit of local government for a proposed project being prepared for Imation.  He noted the City has sponsored many of the projects in the past and recommended approval of a Resolution to be sent on to the North Dakota Division of Community Services.  He said he had received the request too late for its inclusion on the agenda.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Hauck, to suspend the rules and allow presentation of a Resolution of Sponsorship, a matter which does not appear on the agenda.   Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Hansey, Meyer, Hauck, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember  Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 3021
RESOLUTION OF SPONSORSHIP

(IMATION GROWTH INITIATIVE PROJECT)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Hansey, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Hansey, Meyer, Hauck, Mathiason, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The Police Chief reported he has received a letter from the Wahpeton Chamber of Commerce requesting a parade permit on June 10th & 11th.  He said this is an annual request, and, being there have been no problems in the past, he would recommend approval.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Mathiason, to suspend the rules and allow a motion to approve the parade permit, a matter which does not appear on the agenda. .  Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Hansey, Meyer, Hauck, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Hauck, seconded by Hansey, to approve a parade permit for Wahpeton Chamber of Commerce on June 10 and 11, 2000. .  Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Hansey, Meyer, Hauck, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Following a vehicle accident near Central Elementary School, Chief Lotzer reported, a Central Elementary School Teacher had contacted him and School Superintendent Mike Connell requesting more stop signs in the School area.  Mr. Connell, in turn, submitted a letter requesting consideration for installation of more stop signs.  The Chief said he and the Public Works Director agree that Federal and State-required criteria for additional stop signs are not present and they have informed the petitioners of that fact.  Chief Lotzer asked if the City Council wished to review the determination of the City Officers.  

President Meyer said there are bright yellow signs in the area and wondered if more enforcement might be warranted.  The Police Chief said officers do patrol school areas during busy times.  Chief Lotzer reported the accident in question was caused because one driver didn’t yield to another.  He said these types of accidents occur from time to time all over…this one just happened to take place near a school.

The Councilmembers present stated they saw no reason for Committee review and asked the Police Chief to confirm his decision to Superintendent Connell.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Mathiason, to approve the following report:  JAN Wahpeton Water Works.  Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Hansey, Meyer, Hauck, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:


* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 
12:30 p.m.
2/24/2000





* FINANCE & ECON DEV
Noon

2/29/2000

* FLOOD MITIGATION
(No items assigned)





* PUBLIC WORKS
       
(Will be scheduled by Chairman)


Motion by Hauck, seconded by Hansey, to adjourn.  Motion carried.









      _____________________________________________

ATTEST:







                Warren D. Meyer, President

__________________________________________


Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor  







