City of Wahpeton Minutes

AUGUST 7, 2000

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 77h day of August, 2000, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Tim Schmidt.

The following members were absent:  Councilmembers Meryl T. Hansey, Charles B. Christensen, James P. Sturdevant. 

The following member’s resignation was received:  Councilmember Dr. Delray Mathiason.

Officers present:  City Administrator,  Police Chief, Loan Administrator, Deputy Attorney Bullis, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Beyer, seconded by Loberg, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held July 17, 2000. Motion carried.

The City Administrator discussed several items and requested review by Committee prior to submission to the City Council for final approval.  The first, Mr. Kessel said, was addressed at a meeting sponsored by the North Dakota League of Cities in which it was recommended that “at will” language in personnel policy manuals be addressed.  The Administrator said he is ready to present—for approval—the proposed job description for the Assessor’s Assistant/Human Resources position.  Mr. Kessel reported he has been reviewing the City’s Chain of Command and is ready to recommend a revised chart incorporating the new procedures installed since his arrival. Lastly, the City Administrator reported At-large Councilmember Delray Mathiason has submitted a letter of resignation in which he states  he has accepted a position in Long Prairie, Minnesota, and is in the process of moving to that Community.

Mayor Schmitz instructed the Personnel Committee to review the items presented by the City Administrator and make recommendations to the City Council on August 21st.  

Administrator Kessel stated all have received a letter from Governor Shafer inviting officials to attend a leadership conference at the State Capitol on August 9th.  He said he, Jane Priebe, and Arden Anderson would be attending and invited anyone else who wishes to attend to be at City Hall by 9:00 a.m. on the morning of the 9th.  

In concluding his report, Mr. Kessel observed that Thursday is the anniversary of the birth of Mayor Schmitz.  He said there will be a short ceremony at City Hall on that day in recognition of the momentous occasion.

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolutions and moved their adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-567

WAHPETON HARMONY SERNIOR CITIZENS CENTER

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-568

WAHPETON ROTARY CLUB

The motions for the adoption of the foregoing Resolutions were duly seconded by Councilmember Meyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Meyer, to approve the 7/19/2000-6/30/2001 Games of Chance Site Authorization for Three Rivers Gymnastics at Prante’s Restaurant, 1605 11th Street North.  Motion carried 4-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt; voting nay:  None. 

The City Auditor reported on the status of Jerry Meide’s May promise of  $6,000 of monthly payments to be applied towards his delinquent taxes in Tax Increment Financing Districts. Mr. Anderson said $18,000 has now been received and forwarded to the County Treasurer…so it could be said…that, in effect, the delinquencies are current.  He said the current past due amount is now down to $78,344.35. The Auditor added that a check for Meide’s $6,000 payment promised for August is in his possession, and he will be carrying it to the County Treasurer on August 23rd.

Auditor Anderson distributed a copy of a published legal public notice regarding land to be sold at the County’s tax sale in October.  The Auditor said the City will—through the Real Estate Fund—bid on the property in the identical amount of unpaid special assessments for each property.  Certified Special Assessments are entitled to the first distribution, the Auditor said, so—if there are no other bids—all of the money paid by the City will come back through the usual process and will be deposited into the proper bond payment funds.  He said the City then holds title to the property and attempts to market the same in order to get it back on the tax rolls.  The Auditor said the listing is only for information at the present time.

Senior Engineer Technician Jim Azure attended and presented, for approval, Plans & Specifications for the proposed Storm Sewer in Schuett Addition.  He also recommended that the Council approve a resolution calling for bids to be opened at 10:00 a.m. on September 1, 2000.

Councilmember Meyer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3057

RESOLUTION APPROVING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS 

AND ESTIMATE OF COST FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN 

STORM SEWER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-1-00

(SCHUETT ADDITION)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3058

RESOLUTION DIRECTING PUBLICATION OF ADVERTISEMENT

FOR BIDS FOR CONSTRUTION OF AN IMPROVEMENT IN 

STORM SEWER IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 1-1-00

(SCHUETT ADDITION)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Loberg, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Mr. Azure reported work on West Side Street Improvements Project 2-3-00 will begin on Thursday starting in the High School/Avenue A area.  He said barricades will be erected but residents will be able to access their property.  He said work will also be starting on storm sewers at 3rd Avenue North.  Mr. Azure said there will public informational meetings for west side residents and they will be held at City Hall every Friday starting Aug 25th.  He then reported that the 4th Street improvement project is moving along on schedule and the contractor hopes to complete paving along the college by the end of next week.  Both Mr. Azure and Mayor Schmitz reported the informational meeting with the Corps of Engineers was well received.  Mr. Azure said additional public comments are due by August 17th and citizens may contact City Hall until then.  In order to get all the information finalized, he requested a meeting of the Flood Committee at noon on August 14th.  Mayor Schmitz so directed it be done.

A request for rezoning from Business B-2 to Residential R-2 was received from Connie Gutzmer, owner of the property at 210 North 9th Street.  Councilmember Loberg reported the Planning Commission met earlier in the day and reviewed the request with Ms. Gutzmer.  He said the property abuts R-2 zoning and is being sold to a person who wants to return the building to its original usage for residential purposes.  Because of the 15-day publishing requirement, and, because closing of the sale is scheduled for August 31st, Mr. Loberg said, the Planning Commission agreed to a special meeting for a public hearing at 5:00 p.m. on August 28th.  He recommended the City Council schedule a special meeting on the same date so that a decision on the requested zoning could be considered prior to the sale date.  

Councilmember Meyer objected to the proposed special meeting.  He said scheduled dates of regular Council meetings are well publicized and the petitioner could have easily submitted a proposal earlier which would have allowed sufficient time for the publication and subsequent hearing at a regular meeting prior to the sale’s closing date.  Mr. Meyer said special meetings should be reserved for emergencies, only, and he continues to deem it unnecessary and inadvisable for the City Council to provide for special meetings whenever requested.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Beyer, to authorize publication for public hearing at 5:00 p.m. on Monday, August 28, 2000 regarding Connie Gutzmer’s request to rezone the West half of Lot 9, Block J, Fargo Addition from Business B-2 to Residential R-2.  Motion carried 3-1. Voting aye:  Beyer, Loberg, Schmidt; voting nay:  Meyer.

Councilmember Loberg offered first reading of the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 818

AN ORDINANCE REZONING FROM B-2 TO R-2

WEST ½ OF LOT 9, BLOCK J, FARGO ADDITION

Several items were contained in the correspondence folder.  Among them were:  A notice of candidates for Governor meeting at Rose Creek on August 8th; a letter from the North Dakota Department of Health approving plans and specifications for West Briarwood Project 1-4-98; a letter from North Dakota Division of Emergency Management acknowledging receipt of the Project Impact Application.

Mayor Schmitz offered the following in tribute to the recently-returned National Guard members:  “On behalf of the City of Wahpeton, I would like to welcome back the members of the 142nd Engineer Combat Battalion and commend them for completing the mission to establish a safe and secure future for the people of Kosovo.  The City also recognizes at this time the families that were left behind and joins in their celebration of the return of their loved ones.  A proclamation will be issued at an October City Council meeting when plans for a formal welcoming ceremony are finalized.”

Councilmember Meyer reported for the Finance and Economic Development Committee.  He said the Committee is still waiting for documentation from Salt and Light Ministry regarding plans for Old City Hall.  Mr. Meyer said initial budget requests have been received from Departments and are under review.  He said the City Administrator and Auditor will be meeting with Department Heads in the near future.  Chairman Meyer said the Committee will be meeting to determine cost of living percentage adjustments and to set the amount available for merit adjustments.  He said all budgets will be adopted by the City Council at its first meeting in October.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Loberg, to approve payment of bills presented in the amount of $118,434.75 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective funds.  Motion carried 4-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Loberg, to approve the following reports:  JUN Municipal Court; JUL Wahpeton Water Works; JUL Police Department. Motion carried 4-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt; voting nay:  None.

The Councilmembers observed that there were sufficient written protests filed to prevent further action on the proposed project to repave the parking lot south of the 400 block of Dakota Avenue.  Rumor has it that a revised proposal will be offered for consideration at a later date and the construction will be delayed until 2001. 

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3059

RESOLUTION DETERMINING SUFFICIENCY OF PROTEST

AGAINST PARKING LOT IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 5-1-00

(Penney’s Parking Lot)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Meyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:



* FLOOD MITIGATION
  
Noon

8/14/2000





* PUBLIC WORKS
       
Not scheduled

* FINANCE & ECON DEV
Not scheduled

* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 
Noon

8/11/2000


Motion by Meyer, seconded by Loberg, to adjourn.  Motion carried.









      ______________________________________________________

ATTEST:








     Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

                  _​​______________​​​______________________________


  Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor  







