City of Wahpeton Minutes
APRIL 10, 2002
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a special meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 10th day of April, 2002, beginning at noon.
The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following members were absent:  None.
    The following Councilmember position is vacant:  4th Ward.
Officers present: City Administrator Kessel, Public Works Director Lein, Attorney Lies, Auditor Anderson.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.
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Mayor Schmitz had scheduled the special meeting to abide by recommendations of the North Dakota Attorney General’s Office regarding the election to fill the remaining 2 years of the 4th Ward Councilmember term.  As required by City Ordinance, notice for the special meeting had been received by the City Councilmembers and the news media at least 24 hours before the meeting’s date & time.

The City Auditor explained that the Richland County Director of Elections had notified the Attorney General’s Office that the City was in the midst of the 15-day waiting period following the resignation of 4th Ward Councilmember Tim Schmidt and planned to schedule a special election to coincide with the June 11th County/City/Primary Election to fill the remaining 2 years of the unexpired term.  Mr. Anderson said information was received by the County from the Attorney General’s office that the City couldn’t utilize the already-appointed 4th Ward election officials as the special election board and would have to appoint—and pay for—an extra set of election officials.  He said this didn’t seem reasonable and he called the State Office directly.  To make a long story short, he said, the AG official recommended the City hold a special City Council meeting by Friday of this week in order to schedule the special election before April 12 (which is 60 days before the June 11th election).  Then, the official said, the same election officials could be utilized.  The City Auditor said he couldn’t understand why the recommendation was any different from the City’s original plan to follow the NDCC and call a special meeting 33 days before a special election, but, didn’t feel it was worth the effort to try and change the original ruling.  The Auditor said the AG official also recommended that Mr. Tollefson continue as “At-Large” until after the June 11th Election.
Motion by Christensen, seconded by Hansey, to schedule a Special City Election on June 11, 2002, between the hours of 7am and 7pm and to notify the Richland County Director of Elections to add the 2-year, 4th Ward Councilmember proposal to the official ballot. Motion carried 7-0. 

Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Loberg, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________


Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor
ATTEST:
______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






