City of Wahpeton Minutes

April 2, 2001

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 2nd day of April, 2001, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following member was absent:  Mayor Duane M. Schmitz.

Officers present: City Administrator, Public Works Director, Police Chief, Economic Development Coordinator, Dep. Attorney Bullis, Auditor.  

President Meyer presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Loberg, seconded by Beyer, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held March 19, 2001.  Motion carried.

Mike Ferrell, president of the Bois de Sioux Golf Club’s board of directors, attended and requested a meeting with Committee to discuss adoption of a method to appoint the golf board to oversee the needs of the clubhouse building.  Mr. Ferrell wondered if the Council would also consider authorization  for expenditure of an agreed-to maximum sum each year for building enhancements and maintenance.  The golf board president said none of the money would be spent on other golfing-related projects and all bills would be submitted to the City Council for review and payment.  President Meyer said it would seem easiest for the Council to empower the Public Works Committee (Buildings) to review proposals and approve worthwhile projects.  Councilmember Sturdevant said it seems to make sense that someone should be consistently in charge of overseeing the needs of the City-owned building.  During discussion, it was noted that the Golf Board pays $5,000 to the City each year with the money placed in a special fund—for the building’s maintenance—and the fund’s balance at the end of 2000 was $13,582.20.  (The fund was utilized twice last year to pay insurance deductibles)

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Loberg, to allow the Golf Board to oversee the needs of the clubhouse building and to empower the Public Works Committee to receive and rule on proposals for the building’s maintenance and enhancement; all approved expenditures to be charged to the Clubhouse Maintenance Fund.  Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Loberg reported the Planning Commission met with Mort Mazeheri earlier in the day and discussed Mr. Mazeheri’s proposal to update the City’s Zoning Ordinances.  Mr. Loberg said the Commission will continue its review and offer a report to the City Council further down the line.

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-604

BOIS DE SIOUX GOLF CLUB

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, , Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the 7/01/2001-6/30/2002 Games of Chance Site Authorizations for Wahpeton Aerie #2749 F.O.E. at 112-114 Dakota Avenue. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

The City Auditor presented applications from all current licenseholders for 2001 retail sale of fireworks and recommended their approval.  He said City Ordinances allow one license for each 1,800 population, or fraction thereof, so 6 licenses had been issued based upon the City’s population of 9,125.  The Auditor said there’s a question to be asked because the preliminary census figure (just received) shows the City’s 2000 population at 8,586 which would only allow 5 licenses.   Councilmember Hansey wondered if it wouldn’t be better to delay a motion to renew permits as it may be illegal to issue more than 5 licenses.  The Auditor said the census figure isn’t final yet, but, one “out” could be to lower the figure to “…one for each 1,500…”   Answering a question from the Council, Deputy Attorney John Bullis said the Ordinance could be amended several ways…among them would be a change of the population restriction or to set a specific number.  Because the businesses need lead time to order supplies the Council felt all licenses should be renewed and that the Personnel & Public Safety Committee should review the Ordinance limits.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Loberg, to approve the following Fireworks Sale Licenses:

 
APPLICANT



   
BUSINESS/ADDRESS

           
SALE/ADDRESS


1.  TERRY STURDEVANT



Sturdevant’s, Inc.



Sturdevant’s Pk Lot








111 Dakota Avenue


109 Dakota Avenue


2.  JEFF CHRISTOPHERSON



Colonial Rental



Jerry’s Fireworks         








1981 9th St. North


1981 9th St. North

3.  LARRY THIELE




Ben Franklin Store


Ben Franklin Store
            







406 Dakota Avenue


406 Dakota Avenue


4.  MIKE ERLANDSON




Captain Clean



Big Mike’s Fireworks









2003 9th St. North


2003 9th St. North


5.  JERRY PRANTE




Prante’s, Inc.



Super 8 Motel Pk Lot








1605 11th St. North


995 21st Ave. North


6.  PERRY MILLER




Miller’s True Value
                            FFA Alumni/R. Co. Vo-Tec








403 Dakota Avenue


2101 9th St. North
                                                                                    

Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

The City Auditor presented a Special Event Liquor Permit Application from Prante’s Inc., for the Chamber’s “Business After Hours” event at NDSCS Tech Center on April 23rd.  He said the off-premises insurance has been applied for and suggested approval…but that issuance would be delayed until the insurance document is presented.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the April 23, 2001 Special Liquor Permit for Prante’s Inc. subject to receipt of the required proof of insurance for the “Business After Hours” site at the NDSCS Tech Center. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

Auditor Anderson reported the 2000 “Financial Statement and City Auditor’s Report,” listing income, expense, and balances for all City Funds, had been mailed to each member of City Council and additional copies are on hand for further distribution.  He said it is his opinion that all City Funds are in good fiscal condition. 

As mentioned earlier, the City Auditor said, the report received from the Census Bureau lists a City population of 8,586 as of April 1, 2000.  He also presented a history of the City’s census since 1900.  The Auditor said he had no comment on the accuracy of the new figure but that the Council may want to conduct a  review once the block-by-figures are received…which—according to the Census Bureau—will be sometime before June 1st.  Auditor Anderson said a block-by-block review of the 1990 preliminary census caused the City to challenge the total, and, an additional 664 residents were eventually added to the final count.  President Meyer agreed that the Finance & Economic Development Committee should review the census totals.

The City Auditor then presented a report of tax levy efforts of the 13 largest Cities in North Dakota.  The report listed Cities by population and by total mills levied.  He observed that Wahpeton is tenth in population and third in total mills.  Mill Levy Reports since 1987, President Meyer said, shows the City has been as high as second (1996) and as low as sixth (1987).

Auditor Anderson reported there has been an additional meeting with Richard and MaryAnn Pierce to discuss the start of West Briarwood Addition’s 2-2-99WB Street Improvement Assessments.  On March 5th, the Auditor said, the Council had approved an amended amortization schedule for the 1-1-98WB water and sewer assessments.  Mr. Anderson reported there is apparent agreement for 100% payment of assessments over 13 years (rather than 14) beginning in 2002 and a copy of the proposed amended schedule had been mailed to the Council with agendas.  He said the City doesn’t lose anything as the assessments would be paid up during the same time period as the bond payments.  The Auditor noted that Attorney Lies has sent a letter and the proposed schedule to Mr. & Mrs. Pierce for their acceptance.

Motion by Beyer, seconded by Sturdevant, to approve the proposed amended 2-2-99WB 13-year amortization schedule, subject to acceptance of the agreement by Richard and MaryAnn Pierce. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

The Auditor then reported that Jerry Meide has continued to pay $6,000 monthly towards delinquent special assessments in Tax Increment Financing Districts and the past-due amount for 1999 has been reduced to $34,374.43.  On March 1st, the Auditor said, an additional total of $94,047.64 of TIF taxes for 2000 became delinquent and a meeting had been held with Mr. Meide to discuss methods to eliminate all delinquencies by the end of 2001.  Mr. Anderson reported the City Administrator has since received a letter from Jerry Meide, dated March 28th, in which Mr. Meide promises to continue the $6,000 monthly payments and also pledges payment of proceeds from property sales in Ellendale (ND) and Wahpeton.  The Auditor said the proposal would pay up all delinquencies if the proceeds listed are received.  The Finance & Economic Development Committee agreed to review the letter’s contents and determine its effect on personal guarantees.

Auditor Anderson noted there was a letter in the correspondence file from Mark Rickert of Metro Disposal from Fargo in which Mr. Rickert expresses interest in applying for a commercial solid waste disposal license.  The Auditor said the letter states the $250,000 performance bond’s costs are very high and asks about the possibility of making it more affordable by splitting up the performance bond to where it was a few years ago ($25,000 for Commercial and $10,000 for recycling).  President Meyer asked the Public Works Committee to review the request and make recommendation to the City Council.

Reporting for Assessor’s Assistant Jaci Fritz, the Auditor reported the Equalization Meeting for the City of Wahpeton will be held at 5:30 p.m. following the City Council meeting of April 16, 2001. 

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Tollefson, to approve the Police Chief’s recommendation to grant a Permit to the Chamber of Commerce for the 11th Annual Carousel Days Parade. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

Chief Lotzer reported $780 was seized during an early 2000 drug investigation and the district court has turned the money over to the Wahpeton Police Department as an asset forfeiture.  He requested approval to place the money into the Community Policing Program.  Answering questions from the Council, the Police Chief reviewed the accomplishments of the Program and that his written reports have begun to detail monthly financial activity & balances of all special Programs administered by the Police Department.  Deputy Attorney Bullis agreed to the legality of utilizing the special fund for deposit of the seized money.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Tollefson, to authorize deposit of the asset forfeiture’s $780 into the special Community Policing Program fund. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Sturdevant reported the Flood Prevention Committee met with the Public Works Director and others at noon today to continue review of measures to protect the City during the spring runoff…and the Committee will meet each Monday noon until the crest has passed.  He said all temporary levies are in place to a protection level of 18 feet and all requested pumps are on hand.  Mr. Sturdevant said the weather service will update river level projections once a height of nine feet is reached.  He said it was reported a lot of snow remains to the south and east so water is definitely coming.     

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Beyer, to approve payment of bills presented in the amount of $161,428.31 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective Funds. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Sturdevant, to approve the following report:  MAR Police Department. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:


* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 
Noon
Monday 

04/09/2001 

* FINANCE & ECON DEV       
Noon
Tuesday

04/10/2001


* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 
Noon
Wednesday
04/11/2001


            





* PUBLIC WORKS 

Noon
Thursday
04/12/2001



Motion by Loberg, seconded by Schmidt, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________








Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

               Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






