City of Wahpeton Minutes

February 5, 2001

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 5th day of February, 2001, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following members were absent:  None. 

Officers present:  City Administrator, Public Works Director, Economic Development Coordinator, Police Chief, Attorney, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Beyer, seconded by Christensen, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held January 16, 2001. Motion carried.

A public hearing, following proper legal publication was held regarding annexation of a portion of Oliver First Addition.  A map of the area was displayed for all present.  The City Auditor reported no written comments had been received.  Mayor Schmitz asked if anyone in the audience wished to comment.  None did.  The Mayor and City Attorney noted that the next step—second reading of Ordinance No. 825—actually annexing the property will be delayed at the present time.

Janet Weiblen attended and stated she has been involved with some of the issues concerning Richland County and has met many people from communities throughout the County.  She said the City of Wahpeton is on record as a party to an agreement with Richland County for the emergency management position in which there has been a great deal of controversy.  Ms. Weiblen said she wonders why no one from the City of Wahpeton has spoken out.  She said reports show the State of North Dakota will have to be called in if there is an emergency, but by law, it’s required to have someone in the position to handle disasters and emergencies.  Because of the agreement with the County, Ms. Weiblen said, she is distressed that the City of Wahpeton has never said anything about the situation.

The City Administrator offered the following statement:  

“The City of Wahpeton denied wrongdoing by any of its elected or appointed officials in the first lawsuit involving the hiring for the joint combined position of communications and emergency management director.  The City is currently in a second lawsuit over much of the same subject matter and as with the first, the City continues to strongly deny any wrongdoing by any of its elected or appointed officials as alleged.

Much has been said about the Plaintiff’s claimed statement of facts in the first lawsuit.  Attorney’s statements are not considered to be facts in the courtroom nor should these statements be considered as facts when repeated out of the courtroom.  The City strongly disputes many of these claims.   


Though the City would like to be able to fully respond to the allegations, just as you would not give an opposing football team your play book for an upcoming game, the City is not going to reveal its defense strategy and the facts underlying it until the appropriate time in the litigation process.


To do otherwise would not be in the best interests of the City, its taxpayers and its residents.”

As advertised, the City Council then held a public hearing for proposed rezoning of property in the Armed Forces Reserve Center area from I-1 to B-2.  The Council reviewed a map of the land between 4th & 9th Streets involved in the rezoning request.  The City Auditor reported no written comments had been received.  No one present offered comments following a request from the Mayor.  Councilmember Loberg reported the Planning Commission held its public hearing at 4:00 p.m., no one attended in opposition, and the Commission voted to recommend the rezoning be authorized.

Councilmember Loberg offered second reading of the following Ordinance and moved its adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 826

AN ORDINANCE REZONING FROM I-1 TO B-2

(A Part of NW¼SW¼ 33-133-47)

The Ordinance was then read in full for the second time.  Following second reading, the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Meyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Loberg reported the Planning Commission also reviewed a Preliminary Plat of Berg Addition.  A copy was projected for information of the City Council.  He said the Commission agreed with the document as presented by the Public Works Director and scheduled a public hearing on March 5th to consider adoption of the final plat.  The City Attorney said the Council takes action after a recommendation from the Planning Commission.

The City Administrator reported the proposed Personnel Policy Manual amendment for approving tuition reimbursement is ready for review.  Mayor Schmitz turned it over to the Personnel & Public Works Committee for recommendation.

Administrator Kessel stated an amount ($22,000) was approved for the 2001 Capital Improvements Budget for purchase of a City Hall Vehicle for in and out-of-town trips.  He requested approval to ask for quotes.  Questions were raised by members of the Council and Mayor Schmitz asked the Personnel Committee to take a further look at what type of vehicle will best serve the City’s needs.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-592

WAHPETON WRESTLING CLUB 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-593

MINN-KOTA PHEASANTS FOREVER

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Sturdevant, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

The City Auditor reported State Law requires the City Council to annually designate official depositories for public funds.  He submitted a report of all in-City financial institutions and assets pledged by each depository as protection of the City’s deposit balance as of December 31, 2000.  The Auditor said the pledges are also a requirement of the NDCC.  He recommended pledges be approved along with authorization that all of the City’s financial institutions be approved for deposits of City funds in 2001.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Schmidt, to designate the following Wahpeton financial institutions as the City of Wahpeton’s depositories for public funds in 2001:

Community First Bank

US Bank


Wells Fargo Bank



American Federal Bank

First American Bank

Gate City Federal Savings Bank



First Community Credit Union
Peoples State Bank

Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Hansey, to approve the following pledges of depositories as of December 31, 2000:

Designated Depository

Funds on Deposit
FDIC/NCUA

Additional

Total Pledged
Community First Bank

 $3,212,304.23  

 $100,000.00
           $4,739,355.14
             $4,839,355.14


US Bank


      214,000.00

   100,000.00

  214,952.36

    314,952.36

Wells Fargo Bank

      640,000.00
 
   100,000.00
             1,175,709.91

 1,275,709.91

American Federal Bank

      100,000.00
  
   100,000.00

  203,499.02

    303,499.02

First Community Credit Union
      100,000.00
  
   100,000.00

        none

    100,000.00

Gate City Federal Savings Bank
            none

         n/a

         n/a

             n/a

First American Bank

            none

         n/a

         n/a

             n/a

Peoples State Bank

            none

         n/a

         n/a

             n/a

Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The Public Works Director discussed approval of the West Development Area Facility Plan.  He reported plans began in early 2000 to study short-term and long-term water, sanitary sewage, and storm water drainage needs to an area west of by-pass 210.  He reported a public meeting regarding the proposed plan was held on January 22nd and a few changes were included.  He said the Oliver, Pfister, and Dickerson properties are addressed.  Mr. Lein noted Randy Pope of Interstate Engineers was in the audience to answer questions, if any.  Otherwise, Mr. Lein said, he would recommend a motion to adopt the plan which will qualify the City to apply for low cost interest money through the State Health Department.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Schmidt, to adopt the West Development Area Facility Plan as presented. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Director Lein then presented a preliminary engineering report, displayed a map, described the area, and discussed proposed improvements for the Parking Lot along Block 39, Original Townsite to be identified as Property Area A of Project 2-1-01.  He said the parking lot and assessment area are identical to those proposed last year as Project 5-1-00 which was protested out when property owners requested the addition of sidewalks and relocation of the alley farther south.  Mr. Lein reported both of the requests are incorporated into the new plans.  He said a public hearing of necessity is required and recommended it be scheduled for 5:00 p.m. on March 19th.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3087

RESOLUTION CREATING 

STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-01

PROPERTY AREA A

(4th Street South Parking Lot)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3088

RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION OF ENGINEER’S REPORT

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-01

PROPERTY AREA A

(4th Street South Parking Lot)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3089

RESOLUTION RECEIVING AND APPROVING ENGINEER’S REPORT

IN STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-01

PROPERTY AREA A

(4th Street South Parking Lot)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3090

RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARATION OF PLANS 

AND SPECIFICATIONS AND ESTIMATE OF COST FOR THE 

IMPROVEMENT IN STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-01

PROPERTY AREA A

(4th Street South Parking Lot)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3091

RESOLUTION DECLARING WORK NECESSARY FOR AN 

IMPROVEMENT IN STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-1-01

PROPERTY AREA A

(4th Street South Parking Lot)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted.

Engineer Lein then displayed the City-wide Coordinate System booklet, based upon GPS coordinate points, which has been developed over the past couple of years.  He requested consideration for a City Ordinance requiring all surveys—public and private—to tie into the Coordinate System. Attorney Lies noted a proposed Ordinance has been drafted and suggested first reading of an Ordinance be offered and the Public Works Committee make a review of the Coordinate System booklet and Ordinance prior to second reading.

Councilmember Christensen offered first reading of the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 827

AN ORDINANCE CREATING A CITY-WIDE COORDINATE SYSTEM

The Public Works Director reported the Corps of Engineers contracted for a company for aerial pictures of the area and it would be beneficial to obtain a picture of the Wahpeton area.  Upon the Director’s recommendation, Mayor Schmitz instructed the Public Works Committee to review the request and make recommendation to the City Council.

Director Lein reported he has received a petition from 3rd Street South property owners between of Dakota Avenue and the alley requesting improvements to 3rd Street.  Councilmember Hansey said he felt the improvement is needed all the way to the railroad track.  Mr. Lein agreed.  He said he’d prepare preliminary engineering reports and get in touch with the property owners before the information is brought before the City Council to get the project moving.

Tom Duerr’s request for tuition reimbursement was turned over to the Personnel & Public Safety Committee for recommendation.

Economic Development Coordinator Priebe reported the 4th quarter Sales Tax Report is complete and will be reviewed by the Economic Development Commission next Monday at 5:00 p.m.  The report will then be submitted to the City Council on February 20th.

The City Attorney reported agreements regarding the City’s participation in operation of  the Law Enforcement Center’s Communication Center is at the committee level and will be reviewed before the matter comes before the City Council.

Attorney Lies said the proposed Lagoon Gate Agreement has been sent to the other parties for review and he will update the Council once documents are returned.

The City Administrator reported on hosting a supper with 25th District Legislators in Bismarck on February 28th and the NDLC “Celebrate Cities Day” at the Capitol on March 1st.  He passed around information and asked Council members to consider signing up in order to allow early arrangements to be completed.

Councilmember Loberg reported for the Personnel & Public Safety Committee.  He said the Committee granted the request from Sgt. James F. Hartman for tuition reimbursement.  Secondly, Mr. Loberg reported, the committee has completed its review of amended snowmobile ordinances and is recommending approval of the revised Ordinance.  In conclusion, Mr. Loberg said the Disaster Response Plan is under review and Council action will be requested at a later date. 

Councilmember Loberg offered first reading of the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 828

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 5-1703 and SECTION 5-1717

OF THE REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WAHPETON

(Snowmobiles)

Councilmember Meyer reported for the Finance & Economic Development Committee.  He said the committee is continuing its review to create a strategic fiscal plan for the City.  The agenda noted that review of staffing needs would be added to the committee’s review.

Councilmember Christensen reported for the Public Works Committee.  He noted that the committee has completed it review of the proposed budgets for the Water Fund and for the Sewer Fund.  Mr. Christensen said all members received copies with the agendas for review prior to this meeting.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Tollefson, to approve the following budgets for 2001:  Water Operating Fund $910,000.00 estimated income / $893,897.43 estimated expenditures; and Sewer Operating Fund $375,000.00 estimated income / $418,874.00 estimated expense. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Beyer, to approve payment of bills presented in the amount of $168,195.66 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective funds. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Tollefson, to approve the following reports:  JAN Police Department, JAN Municipal Court. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer,  Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:


* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 
Noon

02/07/2001 



            





* FINANCE & ECON DEV       
Noon

02/12/2001

* PUBLIC WORKS 

Will be scheduled at 02/20 Council meeting

* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 
Not scheduled 

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Schmidt, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________








Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

               Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






