City of Wahpeton Minutes

JANUARY 18, 2000

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 18TH of January, 2000 beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Charles B. Christensen, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Richard A. Hauck, Tim Schmidt, Dr. Delray Mathiason, James P. Sturdevant. 

The following members were absent:  None.

Officers present:   Police Chief, Assessor, Attorney, Auditor.

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Hauck, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held January 3, 2000. Motion carried.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Meyer, to award the contract for purchase of a new Police Patrol Vehicle (2000 Ford Crown Victoria Police Interceptor) to Loberg Ford for its bid on $19,650.00 with trade-in of the 1996 Ford Police Car.  Motion carried 8-0.  

Motion by Mathiason, seconded by Schmidt, to adopt the following Resolution:  Adopted 8-0.



GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 546
RICHLAND COUNTY PHEASANTS, INC. 
Motion by Schmidt, seconded Mathiason, to adopt the following Resolution:  Adopted 8-0.




GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 548
WAHPETON BUFFALO CLUB
The City Auditor displayed a report of mills levied in North Dakota’s 13 major Cities for the current budget year.  He said the information—which is a continuation of the report from January 3rd’s meeting—was received last week and shows that Wahpeton’s rank has dropped from the 3rd to the 5th spot.  He said the reduction reflects the efforts of Wahpeton’s taxing districts in decreasing by 10.77 the total mills levied from last year’s budgets and is an encouraging sign for property tax paying residents.

Councilmember Hauck said the dollars collected from franchise fees (Cable TV, Electricity, Natural Gas) equals about 24.5 mills so taxpayers are really paying more.  The Auditor said he had mentioned last meeting that collection of franchise fees allows the City Council to levy fewer mills.  He said the displayed report only concerns the level of property taxes.  The Auditor stated there are all kinds of income sources other than mills and all of them could be assigned a mill value designation. Mayor Schmitz asked if other Cities on the list collect franchise fees.  The Auditor said most do.  He added that some may also make more transfers from public utilities and some may transfer less.

Councilmember Meyer observed that for the past three years the Finance Committee has considered whether or not to continue collecting franchise fees as an alternate source of income.  He said the members feel income through the user fees—rather than from property tax—has a positive benefit for the citizens and the franchise fees have been continued.  Mr. Meyer said there is a cap on the fees for larger users plus the home-owning elderly residents on fixed incomes benefit because they aren’t required to assume more taxes on their property.

The City Auditor commented on reports mailed to the members regarding increased income and reduced expenditures for the year 1999.  He explained that the budget should be retroactively amended to reflect the changes.  He said one of the major items is a $100,000 transfer to the fund for paying the loan for purchase of City Hall (and that $47,000 more will have to be “found” in the next few years).  He said an additional $50,000 became available for transfer to the Capital Improvements Fund which is always looking for additional income.  Councilmember Meyer observed the year 2000 budgets for Capital Improvements are all set and won’t be affected by the increased transfer.  Rather, he said, the additional $50,000 being transferred to the Capital Improvements Fund is uncommitted and will become available when budgets are submitted and considered for 2001.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Hansey, to amend the 1999 City General Fund Anticipated Income Budget and Expenditures Budget as follows:


INCOME





ORIGINAL

AMENDED

Municipal Highway Taxes

          $250,000.00
          $260,000.00



State Revenue Sharing


  35,000.00

  60,000.00



State Aid Distribution



150,800.00

165,000.00



Interest from Investments


120,000.00

150,000.00



5.0% Cable TV Franchise Fee

  27,500.00

  37,500.00


      EXPENDITURES


Auditor’s Assistant


          $  21,739.00
           $ 21,980.00



Old City Hall-Heating Fuel


             .00

    5,000.00


Old City Hall-Electricity


             .00

    5,000.00



Old City Hall-Miscellaneous


             .00

    2,000.00


New City Hall Electricity


  13,000.00

  10,000.00



New City Hall Telephones


    9,000.00

    6,000.00



New City Hall Contingencies


  10,000.00

    2,000.00



New City Hall Maintenance & Supplies
    5,000.00

    9,000.00


Assessor Software Contract


    1,900.00

       150.00



Attorney Retainer & Overtime

  65,000.00

  45,000.00


Attorney Office Supplies


       600.00

    2,000.00



Attorney Miscellaneous


    1,500.00

       100.00


Workers Compensation Ins Premium

  28,000.00

  25,000.00



Liability & Other Ins Premiums

  35,000.00

  30,000.00


Unemployment Compensation Reserve
    1,000.00

    2,000.00



Patrol Officers Salaries (9/8)


242,641.00

220,000.00


Street Maintenance Shop Heating Fuel
  11,000.00

    7,000.00



Street Department Telephones

    1,500.00

    3,500.00
  


Street Dept Vehicle Maintenance

  11,000.00

    9,000.00



Street Dept Equipment Maintenance

  18,000.00

  16,000.00


Street Dept Ice Control Sand


    6,000.00

    2,000.00



Street Dept Mechanic Supplies

    4,200.00

    8,500.00


Equipment Rental-Storms


    5,000.00

       100.00



Seasonal Public Works Salaries

    3,000.00

    8,500.00


General Fund Miscellaneous


    2,000.00

    1,000.00



Transfer to Capital Improvements Fund
125,000.00

175,000.00


Transfer to City Hall Loan Fund

             .00

100,000.00



Transfer to Employee Bonus Fund

    7,550.00

    1,500.00

Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Auditor Anderson reported he had received a phone call earlier in the day from Warren Satterlee of Great Plains Natural Gas Company.  He said the caller asked him to inform the City Council that Gt. Plains is in the process of being sold to MDU Resources Group of Bismarck.  The Auditor said there will be a meeting scheduled soon to review the provisions of the sale and make arrangements for the necessary paperwork to provide for transfer of the franchise.

Upon written request from Sr. Engineer Technician Jim Azure, Mayor Schmitz instructed the Public Works Committee to review the documentation received for proposed purchase of one of the generators leased for Y2K insurance.

Councilmember Meyer reported on the abatement of taxes request submitted by Greg Meide & assigned to the Finance Committee.  He said the City Assessor has determined the vacant lot is land-locked and is considerably overvalued.  Mr. Meyer said the Committee agreed with the Assessor’s findings and voted 4-0 to recommend a valuation reduction.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Christensen, to accept the recommendation of the Finance Committee and approve a lot value reduction from $40,000 to $5,000 for the N170’ of Lot 7, Block 1, North Meadows Subdivision, 1st Addition, for the years 1998 and 1999. Motion carried 8-0.  Voting aye:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck, Schmidt, Mathiason, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Codes Administrator, Bob Brungardt, distributed his multi-page annual report of Building Permits. He reviewed the documentation with the Council which revealed 159 permits had been issued for the year totaling $6,098,415 in value.  The Codes Administrator said 1999 could be considered an average year for construction.

Mayor Schmitz reported he and the Public Works Committee had reviewed Steve & Clair Zoucha’s letter of complaint in which the writers outlined claims of inattention by the Public Works Director following their requests for maintenance of 7TH Avenue South street deficiencies.  The Mayor said the matter was fully discussed and he has returned a letter to the residents informing them that the work will be completed in early spring.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the following Reports:  1999 Building Permits, DEC Police Department, 2000 Budget for Lodging Tax/Visitors Committee.  Motion carried 8-0.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:


* FLOOD MITIGATION
Noon
 1/25/2000

* PUBLIC WORKS
       (Pbl Wks Dir will be consulted)


* FINANCE & ECON DEV
No Assignments

* PERS & PUBL SAFETY  (Subject to Chairman’s call)





Motion by Meyer, seconded by Hauck, to adjourn.  Motion carried.









      _____________________________________________

ATTEST:








    Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

__________________________________________


Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor  

