City of Wahpeton Minutes

SEPTEMBER 4, 2001
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 4th day of September, 2001, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following members were absent:  Councilmembers Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen.

Officers present: City Administrator, Police Chief, Public Works Director, Economic Development Coordinator, Attorney, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Beyer, seconded by Hansey, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held August 20, 2001.  Motion carried.

The City Administrator reported applications are being solicited and 5 have been received to date for the City Assessor position.  Mr. Kessel noted that a copy of the proposed, revised Assessor’s Job Description had been supplied to each member of the Council for examination and future action.  (A Council motion on August 6th reassigned the position as Grade F)  He added that an interview team should also be formed.  Mayor Schmitz instructed the Personnel Committee to create an interview team; to cause a review the revised Assessor Job Description and return to the Council with a recommendation.

Administrator Kessel said he was humbled through receipt of a phone call informing him that he is being nominated for the German Marshall Fellowship.  He said the Fellowship goes back to the (George) Marshall era and was created to expand young Americans’ knowledge of Europe by sending them abroad for three weeks to gather and share information.  He said there would be no cost to the City if he were accepted but he would need to discuss the time off with the Personnel Committee.  Mayor Schmitz asked the Committee to add the item to its agenda.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-617
NDSCS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-618
RICHLAND COUNTY VO-TECH HEALTH CAREERS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-619
RIVEREDGE HOSPICE ANNUAL LUNCHEON

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The Auditor reported a letter has been received from Red River Human Services requesting approval to add a second blackjack table to its Site Authorization as Oasis Stage Bar. The Police Chief reported there have been no problems at the location and would not object to a second table.

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Loberg to complete a new Site Authorization for Red River Human Services to operate 2 blackjack tables at Oasis Stage Bar.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Auditor Anderson distributed the preliminary budget for the Economic Development Department.  He reported copies had been mailed with agendas of the preliminary 2002 budgets for the General, Water, Sewer, and Library Funds; along with a Grades & Steps report.  The Auditor said the information supplied contained a draft of an Ordinance form listing all Funds which levy mills as part of their income.  He said the Council should notice that, with this budget, City mills would be at 123.22.   The Auditor said the total presently shows there would be a reduction of 5.25 mills as proposed but the end total is a long way from being final.  He said the next step is for the Finance Committee to review the figures and return with a recommendation to the City Council, either at the second meeting in September or the first meeting in October.  The Auditor said the Finance Committee is meeting tomorrow and there is an outside chance that the budget process could be completed by the next Council meeting.  He said it takes 2 readings to adopt the Budget Ordinance, and, if the Council wished, it could offer first reading tonight as a procedural step.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered first reading of the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 832

AN ORDINANCE MAKING AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE CITY OF

WAHPETON, NORTH DAKOTA FOR THE YEAR 2002

The City Auditor observed that part of the General Fund income anticipates the Electrical and Natural Gas Franchise Fees will be extended.  He passed around copies of proposed extension Resolutions for the Council’s information.

The Public Works Director reported a driver of a car crashed into a City Well structure last April  destroying its ability to function.  He said a study was conducted to determine if it was necessary to put the well back into production and it has now been determined that it is.  Mr. Lein said about $12,000 has been spent to date and quite a bit more will be required.  He said the estimated cost of repairs is high enough so that bids would be required unless an “emergency” is declared, and, as the repairs should be made without further delay, he would suggest the “emergency” route be followed.

Councilmember Sturdevant wondered why the driver’s insurance wouldn’t cover the damage.  Mr. Lein and Attorney Lies explained that it is standard policy that insurance companies will not pay claims resulting from intentional acts of the insured.  Mr. Lies said a claim will be made to the City’s insurance carrier (State Fire & Tornado Fund).  Councilmember Beyer asked if there is consideration for legal action dealing with the offender.  Mr. Lein and Mr. Lies said there are other steps being considered, including a proposal that State Fire & Tornado pursues claims against the driver.

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Loberg, to declare an emergency and cause necessary work to be completed to repair the City’s Well.  Motion carried 6-0. Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The Economic Development Coordinator reported the Economic Development Commission met on August 27th and considered a request to once more extend the time to keep reserved funds tied up for possible expansion of Imation.  She said the latest six months’ extension ran out on September 1st and the EDC recommends a final 60-day extension.  Ms. Priebe said she feels this is the last extension.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Loberg, to approve the EDC’s recommendation and extend the date to November 1, 2001, for reserved funds for the CDC/Imation Growth Initiative. Motion carried 6-0. Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The Police Chief reported on the Department’s policy regarding parking violations in the North Dakota State College of Science Area.  He said for the first few days of school Officers hand out warnings but in a few days parking tickets will be issued.

Councilmember Sturdevant reported for the Finance & Economic Development Commission.  He said the Committee met with key members of the Community Center Task Force and reviewed recommendations.  He said over-all recreational programs will be considered before the next meeting is scheduled.

Mr. Sturdevant reported the Finance Committee also met with Richland County Officials to negotiate the amount the City will pay Richland County in 2002 for operation of the LEC Communications Center under the Communications Service Agreement (dated June 4, 2001).  He said the Committee reviewed the number of service calls, the percentage attributable to the City of Wahpeton, and the amount of City tax dollars contained in a County mill.  Mr. Sturdevant said the Committee determined Wahpeton should offer to pay 37½% of the 2002 budget.  He said the offer was submitted to the County Commission but there has been no reply to date.

Public Works Committeemember Schmidt reported assigned items continue to be worked on.

Answering a question from Mayor Schmitz, the Public Works Director said there have been several comments concerning Levee Recreation proposals, and, once reduced to writing, the Mayor’s suggestion  will be included as well.  He said a report will be prepared and presented to the City Council shortly.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Beyer, to approve payment of bills presented in the amount of $173,857.40 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective funds. Motion carried 6-0. Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the following Reports:  JUL Police Department, AUG Police Department. Motion carried 6-0. Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The City Attorney reported Committeemembers recommend the Water Reconnection Fees Ordinance be amended by adding an exception from fees for necessary repair work shut offs.

Motion by Beyer, seconded by Hansey, to amend Ordinance No. 831 by adding the words, “Except for shut offs necessitated for repair work.” Motion carried 6-0. Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Beyer offered the second reading of the following Ordinance, as amended, and moved its adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 831

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 19-217 (17)

RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING

WATER CONSUMERS

The amended Ordinance was then read in full for the second time.  Following second reading, the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Loberg, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:


* FINANCE & ECON DEV      

Noon 
Wednesday
09/05/01






* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 

Noon
Friday

09/07/01

* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 

Not Scheduled 

* PUBLIC WORKS 

              Not Scheduled

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Beyer, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________








Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






