City of Wahpeton Minutes

April 17th, 2006

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 17th day of April 2006, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Schmitz; Council members Beyer, Hansey, Otterson, Mitskog (entered late), Tollefson and Badgley.   

The following members were absent: Mitskog, Tollefson and Loberg

Officers present: City Coordinator Kessel, Attorney Lies, Police Chief Thorsteinson, Assessor Broadland, Librarian MacIver and Finance Director Huwe.  Others present: City Coordinator Assistant Burchill and Finance Assistant Appell. 

Motion by Otterson, seconded by Schmidt to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held April 3rd, 2006 and the Council Retreat held March 8th, 2006. Motion carried 5-0.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Attorney Lies stated that Jim Oliver was appointed by the Planning Commission as chair for this evenings hearing due to the absence of the President and Vice President of the board.  The Planning Commission has reviewed the ordinance addressing the rezoning of airport property to AV2 and would like to recommend approval by the council.  Lies stated that the land addressed in this ordinance was never zoned and by zoning it AV2 it can be utilized for light industrial and airport purposes.  

Coordinator Kessel stated that no written or verbal protests have been received and no one in the audience spoke up to protest this ordinance. 

Motion by Larson, seconded by Keogh to recommend the rezoning of the airport land included in ordinance 877 to AV2.  Motion carried 5-0.

The second request is to include adult entertainment centers in the ordinance governing industrial zoned areas and excludes it from all others.  The Planning Commission reviewed the ordinance and included language prohibiting it from being located near churches, daycares, schools, etc.  

Coordinator Kessel stated that no written or verbal protests were received and no on in the audience spoke up to protest this ordinance.  There was one letter of support received regarding the limitation of adult bookstores. 

Motion by Jenson, seconded by DeVillers to recommend the council approve the revisions to the ordinance governing industrial zoned land and referencing where adult entertainment centers could be located.  Motion carried 5-0. 

Mayor Schmitz asked if the council was ready to vote on these two items. 

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Ordinance and moved its adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 877

AN ORDINANCE ZONING TO AV-2 (AIRPORT DISTRICT) (Part of W1/2 section 17-132-47)

The Ordinance was then read in full for the second time.  Following second reading, the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Badgley, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Otterson, Tollefson and Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Ordinance and moved its adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 878

AN ORDIANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 16 ZONING ORDINANCES, AS AMENDED, IN ORDER TO DEFINE ADULT ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS AND OTHER RELATED TERMS AND TO PROVIDE THAT ADULT ENTERTAINMENT BE RESTRICTED TO LOCATIONS WITHIN THE INDUSTRIAL ZONING DISTRICT UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS AND LIMITATIONS.
The Ordinance with amendments was then read in full for the second time.  Following second reading, the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Otterson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Otterson, Tollefson and Badgley; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by Mayor Schmitz, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Motion by Larson, seconded by Keogh to adjourn the Planning Commission meeting.  Motion carried 5-0. 

Beyer referenced the Visitors Committee Quarterly report that was mailed in the packets.  He mentioned that the group would not renew their contract to advertise on the billboard on Interstate 94.  They are budgeting money to attend a trade show in the St. Cloud, with hopes that they can attract travelers to Wahpeton for vacations.  And lastly Beyer reported that they were saddened to find out that the chair of the Visitors Committee announced that he will be moving to Minnesota in the near future to take a job with Edward Jones.  The group wishes him the best. 

Motion by Beyer, seconded by Hansey to accept the 1st Quarter Visitors Committee report.  Motion carried 5-0.

Kessel stated that Mitskog requested the next item be placed on the agenda for discussion.  With the recent violence in Red River Mobile Home Park Kessel believes that it would behoove them to refer this item to the Public Safety Committee.  

A member of the audience came forward to speak about her experiences with living just north of the Red River Mobile Home Park.  Renee Rogolla stated that she purchased the home from her aunt in 1993 and did not experience the type of violence and trouble that she witnesses on a daily basis until a few years later.   After years of hearing gun shots, watching individuals run through her yard while fleeing law enforcement and listening to the fights that occur frequently her and her husband put a fence up just to have someone spray paint profanities on it.  Ms. Rogolla stated that she enjoys gardening and since the problems began, she is fearful for her safety when she is in her own back yard.  Mr. and Ms. Rogalla are here this evening asking for the councils help. 

(Mitskog now present)

Kessel stated that one year ago the council did tour the Mobile Home Park and lobbied the State asking them to address the violence and dilapidated homes in the Red River Mobile Home Park.  Kessel stated that we will continue to pursue this item but the licensing of mobile home parks are under the jurisdiction of the State of North Dakota and there is not much that the City of Wahpeton can do.  Kessel stated that we are pursuing other possible avenues and the Public Safety Committee will place this item on their agenda. 

Hansey asked if we could schedule a meeting with the owner of the Red River Mobile Home Park to discuss our concerns.  

Mitskog is very concerned with the lack of follow through by the State and would like the council to continue researching ways to gain support from the State and get this area cleaned up.  

It was suggested that the State Fire Chief, Building Codes Official, County Health Dept and Police Chief attend the meeting where the Red River Mobile Home Court will be discussed. 

Mayor Schmitz referred this item to the Public Works/Safety Committee.
OFFICER REPORTS

City Administrator Kessel – 

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following and moved its adoption:

Games of Chance  

Twin Town Chamber of Esters

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Badgley, Motion Passed 6-0. Voting nay: None.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following and moved its adoption:

Games of Chance  

First Community Credit Union

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Otterson, Motion Passed 6-0. Voting nay: None.

Councilmember Badgley offered the following and moved its adoption:

Special Event Liquor License  

Poet Liquors-Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, Motion Passed 6-0. Voting nay: None.

Councilmember Badgley offered the following and moved its adoption:

Site Authorization  

Eagles Club

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, Motion Passed 6-0. Voting nay: None.

Administrator Kessel was happy to report that the Greater Open Spaces City Manager Association Spring Conference went very well.  It was held April 5-7th at the Hughes Shelter.  Seminars on Policy Governance, Ethics & the Practice of Leadership and Emotional Intelligence were held and received wonderful reviews.  The group held their annual bowling tournament and heard presentations on the Red River Concierge Program and Nanotechnology while enjoying supper at the Wilkin and Prante’s.  All attendee’s had positive things to say about Wahpeton and the locations they visited.  

Hazardous Waste Collection is May 6th from 9am to 1pm at the Wilkin County Recycling Center in Breckenridge, Minnesota.  This event is open to all residents of Richland County as well as Wilkin County. 

North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund notified participants that a total of $3.4 million dollars would be refunded to them this year.  We have not been informed of the amount that we will be receiving but were pleased to learn we will receive some of those funds.  

Kessel handed out information and a survey from the Richland County Tobacco Prevention Program.  If you have not yet filled out your survey please do so and return to the address mentioned in the information.  

The North Dakota League of Cities regional meeting will be held April 26th, 2006 in Enderlin North Dakota.  If you are interested in attending please contact Tracy Burchill. 

There have been some requests to review our ordinance governing sign use within the City of Wahpeton.  Kessel would like for this item to be referred to the Public Works Committee for review. 

Mayor Schmitz agreed and referred that item. 

Beyer asked who submitted their application for the June election. 

Kessel said that all applications had to be in by 4:00pm today and the following have made the deadline.  Pending confirmation of signatures the following names will appear on the ballot:

Mayor – Jim Sturdevant

1st Ward – Steve Helgeson.

3rd Ward – David Badgley and Tiana Bohn.

At Large – Meryl Hansey, Rich Loberg and Lane Wateland.

Park Board – Max Reinke, Don Bajumpaa and Steve Craig. 

There was also a petition to initiate an ordinance to prohibit the construction of an Activity Center on the campus of NDSCS.  Pending signature verification this initiated ordinance is likely to appear on the ballot. 

Assessor Broadland -  Assessor Broadland reminded the council of the continuation of the equalization meeting set for May 15th at 5:45pm in the council chambers.  Please call Carla Broadland if there are questions. 

(Beyer informed Broadland that he would not be able to attend that meeting.) 

Finance Director Huwe – Huwe shared that we are on the schedule for the State Auditors but are behind West Fargo and Grand Forks; therefore it may be a while until they are in Wahpeton.  She will keep the Council up to date on when they will be here as well as the results from the audit. 

Librarian MacIver – MacIver announced that Kristi Maas was offered and has accepted the part time permanent Children’s Librarian Assistant position.  She has worked for the library as a part time on call employee and is excited about this new position.  

Police Chief Thorsteinson – Thorsteinson stated that he has received a permit request from Chahinkapa Zoo for the Carousel Day Parade.  They will be holding it at 5:30pm on a Friday evening this year due to the fireman convention that will be in town and participating in the event.  Thorsteinson does not expect any problems and is recommending the council approve the request. 

Motion by Otterson, seconded by Tollefson to approve the permit request by Chahinkapa Zoo to hold the Carousel Day Parade.  Motion carried 6-0. 

The second request is from the Wahpeton/Breckenridge Chamber of Commerce to block a portion of Dakota Avenue for Crazy Days as well as hold a sidewalk sale the day following.  Thorsteinson stated that they leave room for emergency vehicles to get through if needed and he is recommending approval.  

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Otterson to approve the request to block off a portion of Dakota Avenue for Crazy Days as well as approve the contingent date if it rains.  There will also be a sidewalk sale the day following Crazy Days.  Motion carried 6-0.

Public Works Director Nelson – Director Nelson is requesting that the Finance and Personnel Committee review the Street Worker – Mechanic job description.  

Mayor Schmitz agreed and referred that item to the committee. 

REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee – Committee member Tollefson reported that the committee reviewed the credit card policy drafted by Finance Director Huwe and they are unanimously recommending its approval. 

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Mitskog to recommend approval of the credit card policy as presented.  Motion carried 6-0.  

The Finance Committee spoke about delinquent Revolving Loan Funds and unanimously recommended directing Economic Development Director Priebe to negotiate a payment plan with the Paur family with the following parameters:

1. Balance due is current principal minus interest paid to date. 

2. No further interest shall accrue on principal.

3. Minimum monthly payment of $100.00 must be agreed to or this item returns to the Finance committee for further discussion on beginning the judgment procedure. 

Public Works/Safety Committee – Hansey stated that there is a unanimous recommendation to purchase the property at 79 3rd Ave North from the Weibush/Ibey families for the amount due in back property taxes in exchange for the deed to the property.  

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Otterson to purchase the property at 79 3rd Ave North from the Weibush/Ibey family’s for the amount due in back property taxes in exchange for the deed to the property.  Motion carried 6-0. 

There was also a unanimous recommendation for the City Council to declare an emergency to expedite repairs of well #2 and to approve funds to make repairs. 

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Otterson to declare an emergency to expedite repairs of well #2 and to approve funds to make repairs.  Motion carried 6-0.

Due to the ending of Council Member Schmidt’s term in office, Mayor Schmitz is appointing Councilmember Tollefson to President of the Recreation Center Building Committee. 

Attorney Lies stated that the council could hold first reading of Ordinance No. 879, AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REENACTING SECTION 12-102 PROCEDURE, PURCHASES AND DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY.  This item was not included on the agenda therefore a motion to suspend the rules is required. 

Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Hansey to suspend the rules.  Motion carried 6-0.

Motion by Tollefson to hold first reading of the following ordinance. 

ORDINANCE NO. 879.

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND REENACTING SECTION 12-102 PROCEDURE, PURCHASES AND DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY

PRESENTATION AND APPROVAL OF BILLS AND REPORTS

  PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

a.
Bois de Sioux Board of Directors mtg agenda 4/12/06

b.
Lake Agassiz Water Authority mtg agenda/info 4/11/06

c.
Draft Report on the Red River Valley Water Needs & Option letter from US Department of the Interior

d.
Greater ND Chamber of Commerce “ND Business Report”

e.
Letter to initiated ordinance committee advising them the petition is acceptable

f.
Leach Public Library minutes of 2/21/06 mtg

g.
PW/PS Committee minutes 3/20/06

h.
Red River Basin Commission “time for Action Water Mngt Workshop”

i.
Bypass Report to ND Dept. of Health

j.
Mutual of America 2005 Annual Report

k.
Fgo/Mhd Chamber of Commerce “The Bridge” newsletter

l.
ND Open Records & Meeting Law

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Badgley to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 6-0.  

SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL

April 24th, Noon

* PUBLIC WORKS 

         

April 25th, Noon

* VECTOR CONTROL
 

None Scheduled

* FLOOD




None Scheduled

* REC CENTER



TBD

* REC CENTER BLDG COMMITTEE
TBD

Motion to adjourn.  

_____________________________________

Mayor Schmitz 

_____________________________________________

Tracy Burchill, City Coordinators Assistant  - Minutes respectfully submitted by tpb. 







