City Council Meeting
March 16, 2009
5:00pm
Council Members Present:  Hansey, Wateland, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, DeVries, Mitskog, Bohn
Council Members Absent: Bertsch, Sturdevant
Staff Present: Huwe, Broadland, Nelson, Lies, Priebe, Thorsteinson, MacIver
Others Present: Appell, Erickson, Brett Lambrecht, 
Mitskog presided over meeting as Sturdevant was absent.
Mitskog called the meeting to order.  5:04 Pm
Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the March 2, 2009 Council Minutes.  Motion carried. 
PUBLIC HEARING
Emergency Declaration – Flood Preparedness:

Nelson requested to take action on the Spring Flooding issue by declaring an Emergency Declaration.

Councilmember Wateland offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3370
City of Wahpeton Emergency Declaration 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember DeVries, Motion Passed 7-0.
Roll call vote: Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Hansey
Nelson requested that the mayor sign an agreement with the Army Corp of Engineers for advance flood protection measures.  The city would need to sign this form with the Corp in order to take advanced measures.  The city attorney would need to look over the agreement before the signing.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to sign the agreement with the Army Corp of Engineers for advance flood protection measures contingent on the city attorney’s review and approval of the agreement.
Roll call vote: voting aye: Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Hansey voting nay: none
Nelson requested to have the mayor sign an agreement with the Army Corp of Engineers for Emergency Operations contingent on the city attorney’s review and approval.
Motion by Bajumpaa, seconded by Schmidt to sign this agreement with the Army Corp of Engineers for Emergency Operation contingent on the city attorney’s review and approval.
Roll Call Vote: voting aye: Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Hansey. Voting nay: none.
Snow Emergency Routes – Wal Mart access:

Wateland asked for referral of the Snow Emergency routes to PW/PS Committee.
Referred by Mitskog to PW/PS Committee. 
Request Approval for Grant Participation-Bret Lambrecht:
Brett Lambrecht announced some news about three grants that the Fire Department will be receiving.

Lambrecht first went through the grant for the Fire Safety Trailer.  Lambrecht described the trailer and noted that it features hands-on training and interactive hazard recognition demonstrations.  Lambrecht noted that the local match for this trailer is only $3000 and the trailer’s total cost is $65,000.  $1000 will come from local donations and the other $2000 will come from the County Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC).
He requested a motion to accept this grant.
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Schmidt to approve and ratify the grant for the purchase of the Fire Safety Trailer.
Bohn asked what the maintenance to the trailer will cost the county.  Lambrecht said that there is a warranty on the trailer and if anything goes wrong he said it could most likely be worked out with the LEPC.
Roll call vote: voting aye: Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Hansey. Voting nay: none.
Lambrecht went over the grant from the EPA that will be received in the amount of up to $25,000 to replace hoses and equipment that were damaged in the Industrial Plating Fire. 

Lambrecht then described the grant from North Dakota Department of Commerce that will be received to reside the south side fire station.  He said this is an energy grant and will decrease the costs of heating the building.  It is a 50/50 matching grant, the grant was written for $32,334 and that leaves the Fire Department to come up with $16,167.  Lambrecht said they would like to use the $12,500 from the EPA grant and put it towards the residing, which would leave only $4000 to come from the mill levy.
Motion by Schmidt, seconded by DeVries to approve and ratify the grant from the EPA and the grant from the North Dakota Department of Commerce.
Roll call vote: voting aye: Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Hansey. Voting nay: none
Lambrecht then went over the Emergency Declaration that had been declared on March 9th for the County.  He went through the precautions that are being done in order to protect the city from flooding.  He announced there will be a public meeting for flood updates on Thursday March 19th at 1:30pm at the LEC.
Huwe announced Western Area City/County Cooperative (WACCCO) is at the meeting to grant the Fire Department two defibrillators. There was a representative from WACCCO to present the defibrillators to Brett Lambrecht on behalf of the Wahpeton Fire Department. 
-REPORTS-
INTERIM CITY COORD/FINANCE DIR HUWE – Huwe asked for approval for any site authorizations or games of chance permits presented.
Councilmember Bohn offered the following and moved its adoption:

Richland/Wilkin Ladies Ag Night-Raffle 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, Motion Passed 7-0.
Councilmember Bajumpaa offered the following and moved its adoption:

Chris Dewey Benefit-Raffle 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Bohn, Motion Passed 7-0.
Councilmember Schmidt offered the following and moved its adoption:

Southern Valley Figure Skating Club-Raffle 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember DeVries, Motion Passed 7-0.
Councilmember DeVries offered the following and moved its adoption:

Humane Society Richland Wilkin-Raffle 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, Motion Passed 7-0.
NDLC March Madness: Huwe stated this event will be held March 24th-26th.  Huwe stated if any council members would like to go to this training please contact Sarah Erickson by tomorrow at noon.
Council Retreat:  Huwe stated this Retreat will be held at Hughes Shelter on March 18th starting at 12:00pm – 5:00pm.  
Flood Preparedness Meeting:  March 19th, 1:30pm at the LEC  
Legislative Update:  Huwe stated that she is pleased that the sales tax bill 1268 did not pass as this may have had detrimental effects on the city.
Senate Bill 2199:  Education funding reform.  This bill poses to replace property tax funding with state funding for education.  It could positively impact our local tax bill by 15% or more.  Huwe said she will keep everyone updated on this bill as could be landmark legislation.
Huwe said she is still watching the sales tax carefully as there is a potential for a cap being imposed and there are still proposed revisions to the property tax valuation system.  
ASSESSOR BROADLAND –   

Notice of 2009 Equalization Hearing:  City Board of Equalization meeting will be held April 14, 2009.  Broadland noted that the increase letters have gone out and if anyone receives questions on these increases to refer them back to the Assessing office for additional information.
ATTORNEY LIES – 

Lies requested referral to Public Works rescinding Resolution no. 3249 to vacate 6th Ave S (between 6th St S and 4th St S).  Mitskog referred this issue to PW/PS Committee.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE –  
Economic Development Commission Recommendations:
Priebe said there were four recommendations that came out of the EDC meeting:

1. Downtown Wahpeton Appearance Program – Priebe went through logistics of the recommended appearance plan.  Priebe stated the EDC recommends allocating $75,000 from the Sales Tax Fund for Economic Development to this program.

Wateland asked the question about the amount of money allowed per feet of frontage.  Priebe explained how the system works and how much money an individual owner could be allowed.
Bohn asked if this grant is a first come first serve type of situation until all of the $75,000 is gone.  Priebe said yes that is correct.  

Motion by Bohn, seconded by DeVries to allocate $75,000 from the Sales Tax Fund for Economic Development to this program. 
Roll call vote: voting aye: Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Hansey. Voting nay: none
2. Art Gallery – Priebe went through the EDC’s discussion on the Art Gallery, the proposed funding of the gallery and the requested funding from the City of Wahpeton.  Priebe noted that the EDC recommends the City Council consider a dollar amount for this project of $15,000, not to exceed $21,250 in the form of grant toward the Art Galley project, contingent upon fund availability, matching with private dollars, and disbursed in increments.  

Mitskog said she believes that this is a worthy project and may be a catalyst for other businesses to be renovated.  She said she would like to see a more detailed plan for sustainability, potential for grants, and the fundraising opportunities from the private side.   
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to table the subject of the Art Gallery.

Schmidt said he also agrees to table this issue and feels that this is a very great idea.  He also said that we have a room at the Community Center for the display of Art and for art projects. 
Motion carried 7-0.

3. Aerial Imagery – Priebe said the EDC recommends setting aside $30,000 in reserve for this project as outlined in the Capital Improvements Plan.  Nelson said we don’t know that it will cost $30,000 as we are still working with Red River Valley mapping initiative on the topography.  Mitskog asked if we should wait until after the flood project is finished.  Nelson said that the photos will be taken in 2010 when the levee project will be completed.  
Bajumpaa brought up the idea of looking into spill over funding from other entities for the aerial photos. Further discussion was had on using photos from an existing database.
Wateland asked why if the money was set aside in the CIP why is it coming as a recommendation from EDC.  Priebe said the EDC was the identified source of funds and this project comes from the CIP.
Wateland said he feels that this will be a waste of money until Dakota Avenue is finished.  Wateland also suggested using the free services online for aerial photos.  Nelson said that the free aerial photo services get very pixilated when getting close up.

Further discussion was had on when will be the best time to take the aerial photos of the city.  

Broadland commented on how important it is for her department to have updated photos for the system.

Mitskog asked when the images would be taken.  Nelson said the window for the Spring season is gone, so it would either be done in the Fall of 2009 or the Spring of 2010.  

Mitskog referred this issue to PW/PS Committee.
4. Red River Valley Concierge – Priebe said the EDC recommends the City Council approve $5000 from the Sales Tax Fund for Economic Development in support of the Red River Valley Concierge Program.
Motion by Bohn, seconded by DeVries to approve $5000 from the Sales Tax Fund for Economic Development in support of the Red River Valley Concierge Program.
Roll call vote: vote aye: Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Hansey voting nay: none.
MEP Lease Agreement:

Priebe said the lease agreement has been signed by the Mayor, Huwe and the Lessee from MEP.  She said we would need the city council to formally approve the lease agreement. 
Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to formally approve the lease agreement between the city and Dakota MEP.  Motion carried 7-0.
Priebe requested referral of a project West Gate Commons which is a proposed mini-mall addition brought forward by Steve Iverson.  Mitskog referred this issue to Finance Committee. 
FINANCE DIRECTOR HUWE– 

See Interim City Coordinator
LIBRARIAN MACIVER – No formal report
POLICE CHIEF THORSTEINSON – No formal report
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR NELSON – 
Nelson went through some graphs provided by the National Weather Service regarding the probability and timing of flooding and the level of snow pack around the area.  Nelson pointed out two issues which are the predictions of river flooding and flooding inside the levees which are two different things.  Nelson stated that the levees are the protection from river flooding and the storm sewers and pump stations are the protection from interior flooding.  
Nelson put up a slide depicting the levee system that is currently in place and went through all of the protection attributes this levee has. 
Nelson went through the preparations that are currently taking place for flood precautions.  
Nelson said there were numerous calls to the office today regarding individual properties, and the city is doing all possible to keep the drains open and remove snow.
Nelson also said that there will be sand bags available and there will be announcements as to where and when they will be available.

Nelson also announced to have all citizens discharge their sump pumps outdoors in order to keep the flow down in the storm system.

Bajumpaa asked about the thickness of the ice on the rivers surrounding the area and if there are any cooperative activities that take place to monitor this situation.  Nelson stated that the county usually takes point on this type of situation and there are also efforts by the National Guard in monitoring this.  Nelson said the city does not own the equipment necessary to clear the bridges. 
Wateland asked if the stock pile of clay at the golf course and the route of hauling from the golf course to the south side of town.  Nelson stated there is enough clay at the golf course for both areas of the project.  
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee –  
Bohn said the Finance Committee met on March 9, 2009 at noon.
Media Relations Policy – Motion to recommend approval of the policy and addition to the Employee Handbook.

Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the policy and addition to the Employee Handbook. Motion carried 7-0.

Travel Expense Policy – Motion to recommend approval of the policy revisions.

Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the policy revisions to the Travel Expense Policy.  Motion carried 7-0.

Review of Updated Job Descriptions – Motion to recommend approval of the revised Finance Assistant and City Coordinator’s Assistant job descriptions.
Motion by Bohn, seconded Bajumpaa to approve the revised Finance Assistant and City Coordinator’s Assistant job descriptions.  Motion carried 7-0.

Bois de Sioux Golf Club Lease – Motion to recommend approval of clubhouse lease with the amendments presented.
Bohn said the Golf Board would like to have a hearing with the Finance Committee to review those proposed changes.  Bohn would like to refer this issue back to Finance Committee. 
Public Works Committee –  
Southside Drainage Basin Plan-

Nelson had a slide that depicted the area affected by each phase of the project and Lies explained the project.  Lies said Council can offer all three motions and second all three motions simultaneously.
3371-Motion to recommend Resolution Directing Preparation of Engineer’s Report & Cost Estimate

3372-Motion to recommend Resolution Receiving and Approval of Engineer’s Report


3373-Motion to recommend Resolution Directing Preparation of Plans, Specifications and Estimate of Cost
Councilmember Hansey offered the following and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3371

DIRECTING PREPARATION OF ENGINEER’S REPORT AND COST ESTIMATE FOR FOR IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 08-02-03 (SOUTHSIDE STORM SEWER DISTRICT)

(PHASES A, B, C, & D)

RESOLUTION NO. 3372

TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE ENGINEER’S REPORT FOR IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 08-02-03 (SOUTHSIDE STORM SEWER DISTRICT)

(PHASES A, B, C, & D)
RESOLUTION NO. 3373

DIRECTING THE PREPARATION OF PLANS & SPECIFICATIONS AND ESTIMATE OF COSTS FOR IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 08-02-03 (SOUTHSIDE STORM SEWER DISTRICT)

(PHASE A 11TH AVE. S. & 6TH ST. S.)
(PHASE B CENTER ST. & 2ND AVE. S.)
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolutions was duly seconded by Councilmember Wateland.
Bohn asked if there is an estimated cost or if that is part of the resolution.  Lies said there will be a better cost estimate once the plans and specs are complete because there will be more detail.

Roll call vote: vote aye: Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Hansey voting nay: none.

Dakota Avenue Reconstruction  - Motion to recommend approval of Professional Services Agreement with Interstate Engineering for Water and Sewer Improvements contract total not to exceed $75,485

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to approve a Professional Services Agreement with Interstate Engineering for Water and Sewer Improvements contract total not to exceed $75,485.
Roll call vote: vote aye: Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Hansey voting nay: none.

Economic Stimulus Street Improvements – Motion to recommend approval of amendment to Professional Services Agreement with Interstate Engineering for Street Improvements to add 7th St. N. amended contract not to exceed $52,862

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to approve the amendment to Professional Services Agreement with Interstate Engineering for Street Improvements to add 7th St. N. amended contract not to exceed $52,862.
Roll call vote: vote aye: Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Hansey voting nay: none.

Laboratory Services Contract with ND Dept. of Health for Drinking Water and Clean Water Services – Motion to recommend approval of contract term Jan. – Dec. 31, 2009 on a fee for service basis

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to approve the contract term Jan. – Dec. 31, 2009 on a fee for service basis.  Motion carried 7-0.
Councilmember Wateland offered second reading of the following Ordinance and moved for adoption:


ORDINANCE NO. 918  
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 16-812

AREA REGULATIONS

 The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bajumpaa, Bohn, Hansey; and the following voted against the same:  None. Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Hansey also noted that the March 12th meeting was also a meeting with the Southside Residents that was well attended. 
PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

Motion by Bohn seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 7-0.  
Mitskog reported on the air show that will be at the Harry Stern Airport and wanted to make the public aware of this.  
BILLS – Motion by Bohn, seconded by Bajumpaa to approve the disbursement of bills in the amount of $2,573,862.78.  Motion carried 7-0.
Gen Fund 225745.20, Wat Op 85931.34, San Sew Op 23811.33, Waste Remov Op 18003.31, Vect Ctrl 620.86, Strt Light 9865.24, Lib Levy 28441.67, Adv Levy 204.65, Airprt Levy 449.96, Plan Com Levy 2354.49, Ann Resrv WH -3445.00, Cap Impr 252,728.09, Real Estate Levy 61,492.42, Snow/Fld Emerg Levy 9316.76, Levee Maint 4441.38, City Shr of Spec 56878.58, Amb Levy 1083.33, Econ Dev Dept 16475.93, Misc Fund 35.28, Job Devel Levy 25000.00, Weed Maint Levy 60.00, Lodg Tax 242.70, Sales Tax Op 740,903.19, Sales Tax Resrv 46.00, Sales Tax Devel Agmnt Res 495,000.00, Sales Tax Mini Match Rsrv 638.60, Revolv Loan 261,669.37, Gas/Oil Etc 4565.16, ½ Sales Tax 250,000.00, 5-2-97 (Flood Phase II) 1150.24, 8-1-06 Dakota Ave 46.00, Southside Strm Sew 106.70
SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL March 23, 2009 12:00pm

  
* PUBLIC WORKS 
March 24, 2009 12:00pm
         

 
* FLOOD 




  


* VECTOR CONTROL

* COMMUNITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLANNING SUMMIT  March 25, 2009 at 3:00 pm City Hall Community Room

* COUNCIL RETREAT March 19, 2009 1:30pm

* FLOOD PREPAREDNESS March 19, 2009 1:30pm

Mitskog commended the Water Department passing their testing.
Schmidt commended the Public Works Department employee, Shawn Hendrickson, for the great job he did while on call.






Motion by Wateland, seconded by Hansey to adjourn.     
_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_____________________________________________

Sarah Erickson City Coordinators Assistant - Minutes respectfully submitted by sme. 

