City Council Meeting
Monday, November 03, 2008
5:00 pm
Council Members Present:  Bertsch, Wateland, Bohn, Schmidt, Hansey, Sturdevant, DeVries, Mitskog
Council Members Absent: 
Staff Present:  Huwe, Kessel, Hartman, Lies, Nelson, Priebe, MacIver
Others Present: Planning Commission, Appell, Manock
Mayor Sturdevant called the meeting to order.  5:03 Pm
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Bertsch to approve the October 20, 2008 Council Minutes.  Motion carried. 
PUBLIC HEARING
Don Krassin Municipal Court Report - He doesn’t think there are any legal requirements for reports from the city judge; however he likes to meet in front of the council once a year for updates.  There are bar graphs on the report stating such things as Driving Under the Influence; Driving While License is Suspended/Revoked, Driving Without Liability Insurance, Simple Assault, Illegal Consumptions, and Funds to the City of Wahpeton.  There is going to be less money coming in from fees as the law has changed which imposed fee limits.  He feels that the municipal court is running smoothly with the help of all involved.  He welcomed any of the council members who are interested in visiting the office to come by any time.
Joint hearing with Planning Commission for Replat of Lot 10, Block 5 of the Oliver Commerce Addition - DeVillers reconvened the Planning Commission Meeting.  Nelson went over the overhead that illustrated the proposed replat of Lot 10, Block 5 of the Oliver Commerce Addition.  The proposal has been discussed by planning commission and they have come to the council for approval.
Motion by Jensen, seconded by Keogh to recommend approval of the Final Plat of the Oliver Commerce Second Addition.  Motion carried.

Councilmember Bertsch offered the following Resolution and moved for adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 3357

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PLAT OF
OLIVER COMMERCE SECOND ADDITION
AND REQUESTING THAT IT BE RECORDED WITHOUT COORDINATOR'S 
CERTIFICATE
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Hansey, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, Schmidt, DeVries and Bohn; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor
REPORTS
City Coordinator Kessel – Kessel stated that there are some site authorizations to approve this evening.  
Council member Bohn offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

Raffle-Wahpeton Rotary

The motion for adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember DeVries.  Motion carried 7-0.
Council member Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

Raffle-Wahpeton Rotary

The motion for adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember DeVries.  Motion carried 7-0.
Request approval Amusement Device License application for the 7 Iron – Kessel said they would like to add a dart board, pool table and jukebox.  He said the fees associated with this application have been paid already.  He said this fee would be good until December 31, 2008 and would have to be repaid again for the 2009 year. 

Motion by Devries, seconded by Bertsch to approve the amusement device license for the 7 Iron.  Motion carried 7-0.
Request referral of Kenneth Emmel letter and recommendations to PW/PS.  Mayor referred this issue to public works.

Request referral to Finance Committee a review of the Ordinance related to Class C Liquor License.  This request pertains to the Seven Iron, and they are planning to stay open all year this year instead of closing for the winter months.  Mayor referred this issue to Finance.
Request referral to Finance Committee a review of License Fees for 4th quarter requests.  Kessel gave examples of fees paid late in the year that will have to be paid again before the beginning of the next year.  Mayor referred to finance.

Request referral of Stern Arena North Driveway and Shared Use Path to PW/PS. Mayor referred this to Public Works.
Kessel said we have had a request to extend COBRA benefits, and then he explained how COBRA works.  He said we have had a request for someone to continue COBRA benefits for a spouse of a past employee, but drop the coverage for the past employee. Mayor referred this issue to Finance.

Kessel wanted to update the Council that the Finance meeting will be held November 12th at noon.  He also wanted to note that the Public Works meeting will also be held November 12th at 5:00.
The last item that he would like to announce is that he has accepted the position of City Administrator in the City of Dickinson, and gave his formal resignation as City Coordinator for the City of Wahpeton.  He really appreciated the opportunities that the City of Wahpeton has given him, and accepted the position with a lot of hesitation.  He wanted to thank everyone for all opportunities given to him at the City of Wahpeton.
Mayor would like to refer this issue of City Coordinator position vacation to Finance.

ASSESSOR BROADLAND –   No formal report
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR PRIEBE –  
Activity Report – Priebe noted the highlighted area on the activity report which is a $100,000 Federal grant awarded to Richland County/Wahpeton to support business development efforts in the area.  She said this is the first grant of its kind to be received by North Dakota. It is actually called a Small Business Administration Portability Grant.  Not many states receive this type of grant and the official recipient will be the University of North Dakota.  They plan to have eight training events and have 80 training participants at these events.  She sent the question back to Randy Schwartz if the grant can be used in Breckenridge as well since it is a federal grant and we are a border city.
Priebe said the reason that UND is the recipient of the grant is because the original site for the Small Business Administration was located on the campus of UND in Grand Forks.
Request to refer to Finance Committee the design manual guides and actual use of public funding. Mayor referred this to Finance Committee.  

Priebe noted that Tom Wynn, from the state historical society is coming to town this week to talk to some of the historical building owners.  He will be speaking to them about receiving state historic tax credits.  Historic property is identified by being listed on the national historic register of historic places or eligible for this. She said the buildings he will be looking at are the Globe Gazette Building and the Opera House building, as they are not on the historic places register.  There are many steps to take along this journey and she would like to see business owners take advantage of some of the historic tax incentives.  

The growing your business- Priebe said this is a project we funded with $2000 we took out of jobs development authority and funded to the NDSU Research and Development Park and to NDSCS.  The growing your business is taking place on November 18th.  

POLICE CHIEF THORSTEINSON – No formal report
Finance Director Huwe- 

Review of and Request referral of Sales Tax and RLF Loans Outstanding to Finance Committee.  Mayor referred this to Finance.

Review of and Request of referral of Credit Card Agreement with Wells Fargo Bank to Finance Committee.  Mayor referred this to Finance.

Public Works Director Nelson-
Request for authorization to expend up to $10,000 from Snow and Flood Emergency Fund for Storm Sewer Maintenance.  Nelson said we feel it is necessary and appropriate to clean and camera certain areas of the storm sewer.  
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Schmidt to expend $10,000 from Snow and Flood Emergency Fund for Storm Sewer Maintenance.
Sturdevant asked the balance in this fund.  Huwe said there is $41,000 in this fund as of right now.  

Roll call vote: Voting aye: Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bohn, Bertsch. Voting nay: none
Nelson announced the meeting on the 12th of November for Public Works, and said we would like to invite citizens of the south side area to participate and provide information.  
REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES

Finance Committee – 
Mitskog said the Committee met on October 27 and discussed the following items:
-She said they discussed Second Hands good license fee and the committee has requested more information on this fee and will discuss it at the upcoming meeting.
-Menge’s release of judgment- the previous owner’s of the Pizza Ranch owned property to the north of the Pizza Ranch and the city had placed a lien on that property when they defaulted on the loan.  There has been a request to release the judgment on the loans. 

Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Bohn to release the judgment held on the land previously owned by Menge’s north of the Pizza Ranch. Motion carried 7-0.
Public Defender Reimbursement – The public defender has asked that we forgive this fee and the committee discussed this but took no further action.  This issue will be discussed at a later meeting.
Anti identity theft policy – the deadline has been extended by the FTC to November1st.
Public Works Committee –  
Hansey noted the first item discussed was the Professional service agreement with Interstate Engineering Company for the Southside Drainage Master Plan.  Hansey said the cost of this would equal $39,234.00 which would be paid over a period of time.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by DeVries to enter into a Professional service agreement with Interstate Engineering Company for the Southside Drainage Master Plan. Roll call vote: voting aye: Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bohn, Bertsch.
Councilmember Hansey offered the following Resolution and moved for adoption
RESOLUTION NO. 3358

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING

SURFACE RUNOFF AND/OR GROUND WATER CONNECTION

TO SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM FEE

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Bertsch, Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, Schmidt, DeVries and Bohn; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor
Disposal of the Old Water Tower – 
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to proceed with the disposal of the water tower.
Mitskog said there was a question by the Hyatt Palma, and they looked at the water tower as a landmark and she was wondering if there was discussion on this.  Nelson said there has been discussion about this at the Downtown Revitalization Committee Meetings and there wasn’t much use for the water tower other than a landmark. Nelson said the roof was not entirely repaired and there are public safety issues as leaving it as it is.  Bertsch asked if we have a cost estimate on taking the tower down and maintenance costs.  Nelson said the estimated costs are around $17,000 for disposal of the tower.  He said maintenance to the tower such as making needed repairs and a paint job this could amount to be in the $50,000 - $100,000 range.  
Hansey said there are some restrictions on the amount Nelson can spend without council approval.
Roll call vote: Hansey, Wateland, Mitskog, DeVries, Schmidt, Bohn, Bertsch
Cost participation, construction and maintenance agreement with NDDOT for Safe Routes to School Project – Hansey said one section of the agreement covered construction items and one section for non-construction items.
Motion by Hansey, seconded by Wateland to approve Cost participation, construction and maintenance agreement with NDDOT for Safe Routes to School.  Motion carried 7-0.
Annual Maintenance certificate for Urban Federal Aid Projects-
Hansey said the public works director reported that this is the annual maintenance certificate filed with the NDDOT to inspect and maintain the projects.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Schmidt to authorize the annual maintenance certificate for the Urban Federal Aid Project to be signed and returned. Motion carried 7-0.
Hansey noted an Informational Item: the library elevator lift is being rebuilt for the amount of $750-$1000 as there were no new motors available.  

Hansey also wanted to note the November 12th meeting will be a public meeting to hear comments from citizens.

Mitskog had a clarification on her report, she noted that the FTC has extended it’s Anti identity theft policy deadline to May 1st 2009, but we are already in compliance.
MacIver reported that the lift is working and the motor is back in the elevator.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNICATION/REPORTS

Motion by Bohn seconded by DeVries to approve the reports sent in the mail and in the correspondence book.  Motion carried 7 -0.  

No BILLS 
Kessel suggested the tour of the Howard Jensen property to be rescheduled to a different date.  This tour is rescheduled for Wednesday November 5th at noon.
SCHEDULING OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The following Committee meetings were then scheduled:

* FINANCE & PERSONNEL November 12

  
* PUBLIC WORKS 
November 12
         

 
* FLOOD 




  


* VECTOR CONTROL







Motion by Mitskog, seconded by Wateland to adjourn. 5:48 pm.
_____________________________________

Mayor Sturdevant

_____________________________________________

Sarah Manock City Coordinators Assistant - Minutes respectfully submitted by smm. 

