City of Wahpeton Minutes

October 16, 2000

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 16th day of October, 2000, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Tim Schmidt, James P. Sturdevant.

The following member was absent: Councilmember Charles B. Christensen.  Vacancy:  At-Large Councilmember. 

Officers present:  Public Works Director, Police Chief, Attorney, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.
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Motion by Hansey, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held October 2, 2000. Motion carried.

The Scoutmaster, Assistant Scoutmaster and several members of Boy Scout Troop 346 attended and were recognized.  The Scoutmaster explained the young men were attending as part of their organization’s citizenship certification.

Councilmember Sturdevant, offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-580

UNITED WAY OF RICHLAND-WILKIN

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor distributed a report of the final costs for 13 special improvement projects which have been reviewed by the Special Assessment Commission.   He said the Commission has determined recommended assessments—based upon benefits—and has ordered legal publication of the list for each project.  Auditor Anderson said the publication contains notice that the Commission will hold a public hearing at 4:00 p.m. in City Hall on November 6th to act on final approval of the assessments.  He noted the approved assessments must then be approved by City Council after it holds its own public hearings following notice by legal publication. The Auditor said he may request a special Council meeting in late November so that the lists of assessments may be adopted soon enough to allow time for both the City of Wahpeton and Richland County to receive and record prepayments before tax statements are mailed in middle December.

The Police Chief reported 6 members of the Police Force interviewed for the newly-created 4th Sergeant position.  Chief Lotzer said patrol Officer Dan Nordick is being recommended for appointment.

Mayor Schmitz appointed Daniel C. Nordick as Police Sergeant, subject to Council confirmation.  Motion by Meyer, seconded by Sturdevant, to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Police Sergeant, Daniel C. Nordick. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

The Police Chief said he has received a request for a parade permit and would like the Council to take action tonight or at its next meeting.

Motion by Loberg seconded by Meyer, to suspend the rules and allow action on a parade permit motion, a matter which does not appear on the agenda.  Motion carried, all voting aye.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Meyer, to authorize a Christmas Parade Permit for the Chamber of Commerce as recommended by the Police Chief. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Mayor Schmitz noted there will be a “Wecome Home from Kosovo” celebration for the 142nd Engineers Battalion at the North Dakota State College of Science’s Auditorium on Saturday, October 21st  beginning at 10:30 a.m.  The Mayor then proclaimed October 21st as “National Guard Day” in the City of Wahpeton.

The Public Works Director and City Attorney reported on the proposed formation of the “Southeast Water Users District.”  A letter of explanation from Joel C. Heitkamp, General Manager of the non-profit Southeast Water Users, had been included with the agendas.  The Public Works Director explained he had reviewed the reasons for the proposal and the invitation for Wahpeton to join the District.  Director Lein said he agrees with the District’s formation and recommends joining.  Attorney Lies said “the District” will be a political subdivision of the State of North Dakota and will allow access to additional funding sources.  He said the District will not be given authority to tax unless there is consent for special assessments.  Attorney Lies said joining will also allow ease of interconnecting service lines in the future.

Councilmember Meyer offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3066

RESOLUTION CONSENTING TO THE INCLUSION WITHIN

THE BOUNDARIES OF SOUTHEAST WATER USERS DISTRICT

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Beyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Mayor Schmitz drew the Council’s attention to the remaining items contained in the correspondence folder.

Councilmember Meyer reported the Finance & Economic Development Committee discussed extending the time to receive proposals for usage of the old City Hall building.  He said the Committee agreed to winterize the building and allow proposals for an additional three months.  Mr. Meyer said members later agreed to allow additional time.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Schmidt, to accept proposals for usage of the old City Hall Building until March 31, 2001. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Schmidt, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the following reports:  SEP Wahpeton Water Works; SEP Municipal Court.  Motion carried 6-0.

There were no new Committee assignments and no Committee meetings were scheduled.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Loberg, to adjourn at 5:13 p.m.  Motion carried.
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                                   Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor 

ATTEST:
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               Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor







