City of Wahpeton Minutes

JUNE 5, 2000

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 5th  day of June, 2000, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Charles B. Christensen, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Richard A. Hauck.

The following members were absent: Tim Schmidt, Dr. Delay Mathiason, James P. Sturdevant. 

Officers present:  City Administrator, Public Works Director, Police Chief, Loan Administrator, Attorney, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Loberg, seconded by Christensen, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held May 15, 2000. Motion carried.

Mayor Schmitz acknowledged the initial attendance of City Administrator Shawn Kessel and welcomed him to the City of Wahpeton.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Hansey, to approve the 7/01/2000-6/30/2001 Games of Chance Site Authorizations for Wahpeton Hockey Association at two locations:  1)  Sportsman’s Lounge, 304 Dakota Avenue, 2) Prante’s, 1605 11th Street North. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

 GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. 566
NDSCS LETTERWINNERS 
The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Loberg, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor presented an application from the Vet’s Club for a Special Liquor Permit at Chahinkapa Park during Carousel Days.  He said the form and required proof of insurance were received after the agenda had been prepared.  The Auditor noted Park Officials have endorsed and approved the request.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Christensen, to suspend the rules and allow action on a motion to authorize a Special Event Liquor Permit, a matter which does not appear on the agenda. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Hauck, to approve a Special Event Liquor Permit for Wahpeton Veteran’s, Inc., at Chahinkapa Park on June 10, 2000.  Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; voting nay:  None.

The Auditor reported on two letters in correspondence.  The first was a request from MJM Leasing asking for mutual consent to terminate the lease for the west half of Lot 2, Block 1, Schuett Addition.  A second letter, from Fastenal Company located at 671 ½ South 6th Street, offered to purchase 1.39 acre-Lot 2, Block 2 in Schuett Addition for $7,500.  Mayor Schmitz directed both items to be turned over the Finance & Economic Development Committee for review and recommendation.

The Public Works Director reported a meeting had been held along Richland Street with affected property owners of Street Improvement Project 2-3-00.  He said it has been agreed to attempt to overlay 300 feet of the southerly portion of Richland Street…but that the construction method may have to be changed if the conditions prove unsound for an overlay solution.  Director Lein said the rest of the area owners appeared satisfied with the proposed work and he recommended the City Council continue with required resolutions approving plans and opening bids at 2:00 p.m. on July 10th.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3045

RESOLUTION APPROVING PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

AND ESTIMATE OF COST FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN

STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-3-00

(West Side Area)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Loberg, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Loberg offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3046

RESOLUTION DIRECTING PUBLICATION OF ADVERTISEMENT

FOR BIDS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF AN IMPROVEMENT IN

STREET IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 2-3-00

(West Side Area)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Christensen, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The Public Works Director reported the City Ordinance’s definition of “Single Family Home” has been under discussion for some time.  He said it is time to review the information compiled and come up with an approved definition.  Mayor Schmitz  directed the Public Works Committee to make the review and return to the Council with its recommendation.

Director Lein reported on the proposed improvement for the parking lot south of Dakota Avenue in the 400 Block identified as Special Improvement Project 5-1-00.  He said the work has been requested by the Chamber of Commerce, Penney’s, and Miller Hardware…among others…and will include paving of the original lot plus the additional 45 feet recently obtained via purchase from the railroad.  Mr. Lein revealed that he has prepared the preliminary documents and his estimation of cost is $98,000.  He said the proposal is to spread the assessments to commercial properties one block north and one block south of Dakota Avenue…between 3rd Street and 6th Street.  The City Attorney said Resolution 3051 schedules the public hearing of necessity for 5 p.m. on July 17th.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3047

RESOLUTION CREATING

PARKING LOT IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 5-1-00

(Penney’s Parking Lot)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Loberg, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Loberg offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3048

RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARTION OF ENGINEER’S REPORT

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN PARKING LOT IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 5-1-00

(Penney’s Parking Lot)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Christensen, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Hansey offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3049

RESOLUTION RECEIVING AND APPROVING ENGINEER’S REPORT

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN PARKING LOT IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 5-1-00

(Penney’s Parking Lot)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Loberg, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Loberg offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3050

RESOLUTION DIRECTING PREPARTION OF PLANS 

AND SPECIFICATIONS AND ESTIMATE OF COST

FOR THE IMPROVEMENT IN PARKING LOT IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 5-1-00

(Penney’s Parking Lot)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Christensen, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Loberg offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3051

RESOLUTION DECLARING WORK NECESSARY FOR AN IMPROVEMENT

 IN PARKING LOT IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 5-1-00

(Penney’s Parking Lot)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Hansey, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Senior Engineer Technician Jim Azure presented “The 1999 Drinking Water Quality Report.”   He said the report is required by Federal Law and will be prepared and filed every year.  Mr. Azure said the report shows the City is complying with the required regulations.  He noted that there are numerous items dealing with testing results which are contained in the report which will be kept on file at City Hall, will be published in the official newspaper, will be filed with the County Health Department and will be entered onto the City’s web page.

Loan Administrator Jane Priebe reported four inquiries were received in reference to the utilization of old City Hall.  She said only one proposal was received by June 1st.  Upon Ms. Priebe’s recommendation,  Mayor Schmitz instructed the Finance & Economic Development Committee to review the status of the proposed utilization of old City Hall.

Administrator Priebe then discussed the steps which had been followed in creating the new “Flex Loan” financing program.  She said although there had been a need for some time, there was never a means available for helping out with structural improvements, general remodeling, or purchasing of furniture & fixtures for start-up and established businesses holding a City Sales Tax Permit.  She said there were several productive meetings with members of the Economic Development Commission and other interested officials in developing the new program which will utilize Sales Tax funds currently set aside in the Defaults Reserve Fund.  A brochure detailing qualifications and regulations of the Flex Loans Program was distributed to each member of the Council.

The Loan Administrator reported eight lots have been sold in NorthPark Addition to date and there are 25 lots remaining.  She said the Council has been invited to tour the home built by high school students.  Ms. Priebe said there is an open house tonight between 6 & 8 p.m. and the new owners will move in tomorrow.

The City Auditor reported on a letter from the State Fire & Tornado Fund informing the City that it must choose among five deductible options when the policy is renewed on July 1st.  Currently all claims have a $250 deduction and the new choices range from that amount up to $2,500.  He said a report was included of claims during the past 3 years with comparisons of what the City’s net cost would have been—under each deductible classification—had the five different deductions been in existence.  Auditor Anderson said it will be nothing short of a wild guess as to what future claims will be and wondered if the Council really wanted to get involved with selecting the final option.

Motion by Hauck, seconded by Loberg, to authorize the City Administrator and City Auditor to choose the deductible option at renewal of the State Fire & Tornado Fund policy.  Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Meyer reported all have received a copy of the Ordinance dealing with the revised listing of appointed City Officers.  He said the ones listed are named by the Mayor and confirmed by City Council.  There are two others to include in the Ordinance, he said, which should be identified as City Officers but who will actually be selected within each of their respective departments. 

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Loberg, to amend proposed Ordinance No. 817 by adding paragraphs authorizing Fire Department personnel to appoint the Fire Chief and to allow the Airport Authority to select its Airport Manager. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Meyer offered second reading of the following Ordinance, as amended, and moved its adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 817

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 3-601 APPOINTIVE OFFICERS

The amended Ordinance was then read in full for the second time.  Following second reading, the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Hauck, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Hauck reported for the Personnel & Public Safety Committee.  He said the Committee voted 2-1 to ask the Mayor to instruct the Committee to reconsider the applicants for the Assessor position.  Mr. Hauck said he felt all members of the City Council should have the opportunity to review the qualifications and be invited to attend the next scheduled meeting of the Committee.  Mayor Schmitz directed that it be done.  Mr. Hauck then reported the Committee voted 3-0 to recommend denial of Donald Hukee’s request for a waiver of the notification time for obtaining his unused sick leave benefit.
Motion by Hauck, seconded by Meyer, to approve the recommendation of the Personnel & Public Safety to deny the request of Donald Hukee for a waiver of the personnel policy’s requirement of notice by July 1st of the year preceding retirement to qualify for payment of the appropriate percentage of unused sick leave. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Meyer reported for the Finance & Economic Development Committee.  He said the members had reviewed the proposal for a three year contract with the State Auditor’s Office for audit of City records and procedures.  Mr. Meyer said the Committee feels it will be in the City’s best interests to approve the contract to ensure newly-mandated rules for fixed asset accounting are property applied.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Hansey, to enter into the proposed three-year contract with the Office of the State Auditor for auditing services. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Christensen reported the Public Works Committee met with Russ Denault of Otter Tail Power Company and are waiting for additional information regarding the costs of maintaining the 120 new street lights.  Mr. Christensen said the Committee and Police Chief are in agreement to recommend that Wahpeton Deli be allowed to place chairs and tables on their sidewalk during designated hours.  The final item assigned to Committee, Mr. Christensen reported, concerned the method to pay for expenses of personal vehicle usage by public utilities employees.  He said the Committee decided to continue payment of 31 cents per mile as had been adopted by the City Council previously. 

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Loberg, to approve the recommendation of the Public Works Committee to allow Wahpeton Deli to place four small tables with chairs on its Dakota Avenue sidewalk during the period of 10:00 a.m. through 2:30 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Hansey, to approve payment of bills presented in the amount of $255,026.00 and that warrants be drawn upon their respective Funds. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Hauck, to approve the following reports:  1st QTR Economic Development Commission; APR Municipal Court,  APR Wahpeton Water Works, MAY  Police Department. Motion carried 5-0.  Voting aye: Christensen, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Hauck; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:






* PUBLIC WORKS
       
Noon
       
6/08/2000

* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 
12:30 p.m.
6/08/2000





* FINANCE & ECON DEV
Not scheduled

* FLOOD MITIGATION
  
(No assignments)



Motion by Christensen, seconded by Hansey, to adjourn.  Motion carried.









      _____________________________________________

ATTEST:








    Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

__________________________________________


Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor  







