City of Wahpeton Minutes

AUGUST 21, 2000

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 21ST day of August, 2000, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt.

The following member was absent:  Councilmember James P. Sturdevant.  Vacancy:  At-Large Councilmember. 

Officers present:  City Administrator,  Public Works Director, Police Chief, Loan Administrator, Attorney, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Meyer, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held August 7, 2000. Motion carried.

Councilmembers Schmidt, Christensen, Meyer, Loberg, and Hansey offered the following Resolutions and moved their adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-569

O’LEARY’S PUB/WAHPETON AMOCO

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-570

WAHPETON BOYS BASKETBALL FUND RAISER

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-571

ST. JOHNS CATHOLIC CHURCH - GROUPS

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-572

WAHPETON ALL SPORTS BOOSTER CLUB

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-573

RED RIVER AREA SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

The motions for the adoption of the foregoing Resolutions were duly seconded by Councilmember Beyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Auditor distributed a listing of the “Pledge of Assets” by each financial institution in which the City has funds on deposit as of June 30, 2000.  He also presented a brochure containing each of the actual pledges and explained NDCC 21.04-11 requires the City Council to review and approve the pledges on a semi-annual basis.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the following pledges of depositories as of June 30, 2000:

Designated Depository

Funds on Deposit
FDIC/NCUA

Additional

Total Pledged
Community First Bank

 $3,335,236.97

 $100,000.00
           $4,838,378.50
             $4,938,378.50


US Bank


      214,000.00
  
   100,000.00

  213,534.48

    313,534.48

Norwest Bank

                 1,065,000.00

   100,000.00
             1,224,533.81

 1,324,533.81

American Federal Bank

      100,000.00

   100,000.00

  202,836.71

    302,836.71

First Community Credit Union
      100,000.00

   100,000.00

        none

    100,000.00

Gate City Federal Savings Bank
            none

         n/a


          n/a


n/a

First American Bank

            none

         n/a


          n/a


n/a

Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt; voting nay:  None.

The City Auditor reported on the status of Jerry Meide’s delinquent taxes in Tax Increment Financing Districts. Mr. Anderson said Meide’s $6,000 payment promised for August is in his possession, and, he will be carrying it to the County Treasurer on August 23rd.  The Auditor said a new listing of the delinquent balances will be submitted by the September 5th City Council meeting.

As required by the City Council’s motion of August 5, 1996, the City Administrator requested approval for a non-officer to attend the North Dakota League of Cities State Conference in Bismarck September 20-23, 2000.  He said Auditor’s Assistant Carla Broadland has asked permission to attend—both for educational purposes and as a representative of the North Dakota Finance Officers Association.  Administrator Kessel said the City Budget has sufficient monies in the Conference Fund and he recommended the Council adopt the proper motion.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Christensen, to authorize NDLC State Conference attendance by Auditor’s Assistant Carla Broadland.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt; voting nay:  None.

Administrator Kessel reported the Governor has selected Pembina County as the recipient of the 2000-2001 “Project Impact” award.

For the City Council’s information, Mr. Kessel presented the listing of persons who have applied for the newly-created position of Assessor/Human Resources Assistant.  He said interviews will be conducted shortly.  

The City Administrator then reported on the Abatement of Taxes request for the year 1999 submitted by the Personal Representative of the Eleanor Houle Estate; the property described as North ½ of Lot 5, and all of Lot 6, Block 12, R.S. Tyler’s Addition.  He said the City’s contracted Assessor, Mitch Marcuson, has reviewed the application and recommends denial.  Mr. Kessel presented a letter from Mr. Marcuson in which the Assessor states the abatement should be denied in accordance with NDCC 57-02.11.  The letter noted the valuation was established on February 1, 1999, and, as the building  has been removed, there is no method for review.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Loberg, to forward the Eleanor Houle Estate Abatement of Taxes request for the year 1999 to the Richland County Commission with the Council’s recommendation that the request be denied.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt; voting nay:  None.

The Loan Administrator reported that the Visitors Committee is short a few members due to resignations following job changes. She said replacements are being sought and names will be offered for appointment for time to time.

The City Attorney requested placement on the next meeting agenda of the Police & Public Safety Committee to discuss Cabaret and Liquor License matters.

Mayor Schmitz made the following appointment subject to confirmation by the City Council:

PLANNING COMMISSIONER (Balance of Term)


Wayne H. Beyer


 
06/30/2003

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Loberg, to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Wayne H. Beyer as Planning Commissioner for the period ending June 30, 2003.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Loberg reported for the Personnel and Public Safety Committee.  He noted that a report of the Committee’s August 11TH meeting had been mailed to each member of the City Council with agendas of this meeting.  Mr. Loberg reviewed the items assigned and the recommendations decided upon.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Meyer, to fill the At-large Councilmember vacancy by special election on November 7, 2000 as provided by Section 3-405 of City Ordinances; to require interested parties to file necessary documents with the City Auditor by September 8, 2000 in order to be listed on the ballot. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Meyer, to amend the City’s Employee Policy Manual by removing “At-will” employment language requiring advance notice by resigning employees and to substitute language recommending four weeks advance notice by exempt employees and two weeks advance notice by non-exempt employees. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Meyer, to adopt the revised Organizational Chart redefining the Officers directly supervised by the City Administrator. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Meyer, to approve the “Assessor/Human Resources Assistant” Job Description and to assign the position as Grade L on the City’s Payroll Plan. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt; voting nay:  None.

Mr. Loberg reported the Committee is still reviewing the Cost-of-Living and Merit Pay adjustments.

Councilmember Meyer reported for the Finance & Economic Development Committee.  He said all Departments submitted requests for the 2001 City Budget and the Committee reviewed preliminary documentation with the City Administrator and City Auditor.  Upon direction of the Committee, Mr. Meyer said, the two Officers met with Department representatives and are preparing an updated report for Committee review.  

Chairman Meyer said there has been no further action regarding the offer for usage of the old City Hall building.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the following report:  2nd QTR Economic Development Commission. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt; voting nay:  None. 

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:



* FLOOD MITIGATION
  
Not scheduled





* PUBLIC WORKS
       
Not scheduled

* FINANCE & ECON DEV
Noon

08/28/2000

* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 
Noon

08/30/2000


Motion by Meyer, seconded by Schmidt, to adjourn.  Motion carried.










___________________________________​​​​​_______________












Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

            Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor







