City of Wahpeton Minutes

MAY 21, 2001

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 21st day of May, 2001, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following member was absent:  Councilmember Richard A. Loberg. 

Officers present: City Administrator, Economic Development Coordinator, Police Chief, Attorney, Assistant Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.
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Motion by Hansey, seconded by Beyer, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held May 7, 2001.  Motion carried.

Mayor Schmitz introduced Aleisha Wagenman, Daily News Reporter, and welcomed Ms. Wagenman to the City of Wahpeton.

Economic Development Coordinator Priebe approached the Council and asked that the rules be suspended to address a Resolution of Sponsorship prior to the official hearing for a Community Development Block Grant application.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Sturdevant, to suspend the rules.  Motion carried.

Councilmember Meyer introduced the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3109
RESOLUTION OF SPONSORSHIP

(BULLINGER ENTERPRISES, INC. PURCHASE OF WIL-RICH MANUFACTURING INC.)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and was attested to by the City Auditor.

A public hearing, following published notice, was held to receive Citizens’ views regarding a proposed Community Development Block Grant for acquisition of the Wil-Rich property.   No one attended in opposition and no written protests had been received.

The public hearing agenda outlined the project as follows:  Purpose of Project: To assist in funding business acquisition and create and retain jobs in Southeastern North Dakota; Total Project Cost: $2,130,000 for building acquisition(s) only; CDGB Amount: $250,000 for real estate and $10,000 for administrative activities; Other Sources: Development Fund Loan, City of Wahpeton JDA, Richland County JDA, P.A.C.E. loan.

Economic Development Coordinator Priebe stated everyone present will be recorded as attending the public hearing.  

Ms. Priebe then reported on the Economic Development Commission meeting held earlier in the day.  As a matter of courtesy, Ms. Priebe said, the EDC had approved a $65,000 matching interest buy down from the City’s Jobs Development Authority Funds. The Coordinator said that the funds will be matched dollar for dollar by the Richland County JDA - approved interest buy down amount of $65,000 in a financing package to purchase Wil-Rich buildings.  The interest buy down will be in the form of an 8-year (zero interest) reducing loan.  Total interest buy down amount is completely forgiven May 25, 2009, if recipient meets P.A.C.E. subsidy conditions outlined in the Loan Agreement.

City Administrator Kessel reported that there were two items he would like to review with the Personnel and Public Safety Committee: the current Policy Manual’s Exceptional Performance Award Program and a tuition reimbursement request.  Mayor Schmitz assigned the two items to committee.

Mr. Kessel informed the Council that the North Dakota League of Cities Annual Convention is scheduled for September 27-29, 2001, Holiday Inn, Fargo, North Dakota.  Administrator Kessel said that a block of rooms has been reserved for the City and would like the members to complete the registration form and return it to City Hall to complete the registration process.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-609
NDSCS LETTERWINNERS CLUB

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Sturdevant, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Schmidt offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-610
ALEXANDA SPEIDEL BENEFIT

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Tollefson, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the following 7/01/2001-6/30/2002 Games of Chance Site Authorizations:

1) Wahpeton Hockey Association for Bois de Sioux Golf Club located at 1305 R.J. Hughes Drive

2) Wahpeton Hockey Association for Sportsman’s Lounge located at 304 Dakota Avenue.  

3) Wahpeton Veteran’s, Inc. for Vet’s Club at 219 Dakota Avenue.

4) Head of Red Youth Activities Association, Inc. for Mugshots located at 318 Dakota Avenue.

Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Hansey, to approve the Tobacco License transfer from “Stop-n-Go” to “Quick City.”  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Chief Delano Lotzer reported that he had received a request for Dakota Avenue blockage for a Dakota Days retail promotion to be held July 10th from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and July 11th from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Chief Lotzer said that the Street would be blocked off but arrangements have been made for emergency response and would recommend the approval for Dakota Days retail promotion.

Motion by Beyer, seconded by Meyer, to approve blockage of Dakota Avenue for the Dakota Days retail promotion.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Chief Delano Lotzer said that the Police Auction would be held on May 30th at 5:00 p.m. at the City Impound Garage located on 6th Street South. Chief Lotzer said that individuals interested in viewing the auction items could contact the Police Department to schedule an appointment.

The Correspondence folder contained a letter from the Visitors Committee recommending consideration of a bike/walkway along the Levee and a request from Kristina Schillinger to fill the vacant Zoning Adjustment Board position.  Mayor Schmitz stated it was nice to see young people getting involved in the City.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Hansey, to appoint Kristina Schillinger to the Zoning Adjustment Board term ending 2003.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Meyer reported that the Personnel and Public Safety Committee had completed the review of the Police Pay Scale and the Municipal Clerk & Police Administration Clerk positions, no motions are necessary, and that both items should be stricken from the agenda.

Councilmember Meyer reported that the Finance and Economic Development Committee recommends the City Council proceed with deeding part of Lot 1, Block 13, Riverside Addition, with all costs borne by the purchaser.

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Christensen, to deed the East 17 feet from the North pin and East 14 feet from the South pin of Lot 1, Block 13, Riverside Addition, with the cost of the transfer being the purchaser’s obligation. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Meyer offered second reading of the of the following Ordinance and moved its adoption:

ORDINANCE NO. 829

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 6-308.1 OF THE

REVISED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WAHPETON

(Limitation on Number of Fireworks Ordinances)

The Ordinance was then read in full for the second time.  Following second reading, the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Christensen, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor and attested to by the City Auditor.

Motion by Tollefson, seconded by Sturdevant, to approve the following reports:  Municipal Court Statement of Fees for April 2001, Wahpeton Visitors Committee 1st Quarter Report, Economic Development Commission 1st Quarter Report. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye: Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; voting nay:  None.
The following Committee meetings were scheduled:


* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 

To Be Scheduled

* FINANCE & ECON DEV      

Not Scheduled





* PUBLIC WORKS 


Not Scheduled



* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 

Not Scheduled 

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Christensen, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________








Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

          Carla J. Broadland, Auditor’s Assistant






