City of Wahpeton Minutes

AUGUST 20, 2001
Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 20th day of August, 2001, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Meryl T. Hansey, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson.

The following members were absent:  Councilmembers Richard A. Loberg, James P. Sturdevant.

Officers present: City Administrator, Police Chief, Public Works Director, Economic Development Coordinator, Attorney, Auditor.  

Mayor Schmitz presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Motion by Christensen, seconded by Schmidt, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held August 6, 2001.  Motion carried.

Councilmember Tollefson offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-616
RED RIVER AREA SPORTSMEN’S CLUB

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The Public Works Director presented a proposed Ordinance Amendment for consideration.  He said currently a $20.00 water service reconnection charge is only allowed when service is restored after termination for unpaid Public Utilities bills.  Mr. Lein said the amendment will add a charge for all reconnections.

Councilmember Christensen offered first reading of the following Ordinance.

ORDINANCE NO. 831
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 19-217 (17)

RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING

WATER CONSUMERS

The Director of Public Works reported two property owners have replied to letters regarding proposed reconstruction of 8th Avenue South and asked for guidance on continuing.  Mayor Schmitz observed that all Councilmembers received a letter from a property owner asking that the project proceed.  Councilmember Christensen said he felt the next step was to readdress the project at a Public Works Committee meeting with 8th Avenue South property owners invited to attend. 

Director Lein said seeded boulevards along 4th Street North will be sprayed for weeds in the next few days. When applicable, he said, the boulevards will then be overseeded.

The Economic Development Coordinator reported the Visitors Committee met August 14th and recommended appointment of Rebecca Balek, General Mananger of Comfort Inn, to fill the vacancy resulting from Matthew Hallaway’s resignation.

Mayor Schmitz made the following appointment, subject to Council confirmation:

VISITORS COMMITTEE

Rebecca Balek

Term ending 6/30/2005

Motion by Beyer, seconded by Hansey, to confirm Mayor’s Visitors Committee appointment. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey,

Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

The Police Chief reported he has been notified by the Bureau of Justice Assistance that Wahpeton is eligible to receive grant funds under the Local Law Enforcement Block Grant (LLEBG) Program.  He said the local share of 10% amounts to $2,073.00 and recommended application go forward.  Councilmember Beyer inquired as to usage of the grant funds.  Chief Lotzer said the list is still being prepared although two of the items will be light bars for a patrol vehicle and purchase of a computer.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Meyer, to authorize the Police Chief to follow the steps necessary to apply for a $20,733.00 grant through the Bureau of Justice Assistance and to authorize the 10% local share of $2,073.00. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

Chief Lotzer reported $592 of drug-related, forfeited money has been turned over to the Police Department by the Southeast Judicial District Court.  He said the Police Department intends to use the money in its anti-drug programs.

There were no Committee reports.

Councilman Schmidt offered second reading of the following Ordinance and moved its adoption:
ORDINANCE NO. 830
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC LIBRARY,

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, GENERAL POWERS AND

DUTIES OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Ordinance was then read in full for second time.  Following second reading, the motion for the adoption of the foregoing Ordinance was duly seconded by Councilmember Beyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Ordinance was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Motion by Hansey, seconded by Tollefson, to approve the 6/30/2001 Wahpeton Visitors Committee report. Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Hansey, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:

* FINANCE & ECON DEV
Noon 
Wed., 8/22/2001 (Community Center Task Force)

          “
       “        “        “ 
Noon
Mon., 8/27/2001 (LEC Communications Center)     

* PUBLIC WORKS 

Noon
Thur., 8/23/2001 (8th Avenue South Reconstruction)


* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 
Not Scheduled

* FLOOD COMMITTEE
 
Not Scheduled

Motion by Meyer, seconded by Tollefson, to adjourn.  Motion carried.

__________________________________________________








Duane M. Schmitz, Mayor

ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

          Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor






