City of Wahpeton Minutes

November 20, 2000

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Wahpeton City Council was duly held at City Hall on the 20th day of November, 2000, beginning at 5:00 p.m.

The following members were present: Councilmembers Wayne H. Beyer, Richard A. Loberg, Warren D. Meyer, Charles B. Christensen, Tim Schmidt, Glen H. Tollefson, James P. Sturdevant.

The following members were absent: Mayor Duane M. Schmitz, Councilmember Meryl T. Hansey. 

Officers present:  City Administrator, Public Works Director, Police Chief, Economic Development Coordinator, Deputy Attorney Bullis, Auditor.  

President Meyer presided at the meeting.

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Upon calling the meeting to order, President Meyer stated that the first item of business is seating of newly-elected Councilmember Glen Tollefson.  The President acknowledged that Mr. Tollefson’s wife, Shelley, plus his parents Gale & Yoshiko were in the audience to witness the installation.

President Meyer reported all Councilmembers had received a copy of the November 7th At-Large Councilmember canvassed votes as certified by the Richland County Canvassing Board.  He noted the report shows the candidates received the following number of votes:

Glen H. Tollefson
1,199

James G. Aldrich

1,126

Steve Helgeson

   806

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Schmidt, to confirm the certified totals of votes cast November 7, 2000, for At-Large Councilmember and to declare Glen H. Tollefson elected to the position for the term ending June 30, 2002.  Motion carried 6-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

The City Administrator administered the oath of office to Mr. Tollefson. The members present then welcomed the newly-elected member and invited him to his chair at the City Council table.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Loberg, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held November 6, 2000. Motion carried.

City Bond Consultant Dan Wiles attended and reported on bids received earlier in the day for sale of Refunding Improvement Bonds No.9800.  He distributed the following Bid Tabulation:

$810,000 Refunding Bonds of 2000, Series A

Bidder





      Coupon Year    Yield  
Net Int. Cost
Int. Rate
     Price
Edward D. Jones & Co.


4.40%

2001
     4.40%
$315,199.17
5.28092%
$798,400.00

St. Louis, MO



4.50%

2002
     4.50%






4.60%

2003
     4.60%








4.65%

2004
     4.65%






4.75%

2005
     4.75%






4.80%

2006
     4.80%






4.85%

2007
     4.85%



4.90%

2008
     4.90%



4.95%

2009
     4.95%



5.00%

2010
     5.00%



5.10%

2011
     5.10%



5.15%

2012
     5.15%



5.20%

2013
     5.20%



5.25%

2014
     5.25%



5.30%

2015
     5.30%



5.35%

2016
     5.35%







Miller, Johnson & Kuehn


4.30%

2001
     4.30%
$327,568.75
5.47880%
$797,850.00

Minneapolis, MN



4.40%

2002
     4.40%






4.50%

2003
     4.50%








4.60%

2004
     4.65%






4.70%

2005
     4.70%






4.80%

2006
     4.80%






4.90%

2007
     4.90%



5.00%

2008
     5.00%



5.10%

2009
     5.10%



5.20%

2010
     5.20%



5.30%

2011
     5.30%



5.40%

2012
     5.40%



5.60%

2013
     5.60%



5.60%

2014
     5.60%



5.60%

2015
     5.60%



5.60%

2016
     5.60%



Mr. Wiles noted that the City maintained its “A3” rating from Moody’s.  He added that the information attached from Moody’s shows that future ratings may be changed.  He said it is not a reflection on the City of Wahpeton’s finances—which are in good shape and 2000’s bond payments exceed the sale amount—but is based upon an over-all condition of communities of Wahpeton’s size.  Mr. Wiles said he and the City Auditor will be putting together more-detailed information for next bond sale’s submission.   The consultant said the net interest bid is within one point of his estimate and recommended the sale be awarded to the lower bidder.  Mr. Wiles acknowledged that Randy Smith, Wahpeton’s Edward D. Jones representative, was in attendance as was the City’s bond attorney, Brian Neugebauer of the West Fargo Ohnstand Twichell, P.C., law firm.

Attorney Neugebauer reported he had submitted three Resolutions for review by City Attorney Lies and they have all been found satisfactory.  He said the three are the usual documents as required by State Law and, if they are adopted, will award the sale to Edward D. Jones & Co. according to the terms of the documented bids.  

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3068

RESOLUTION APPROVING CERTAIN ACTIONS AND AWARDING

SALE OF $810,000 REFUNDING IMPROVEMENT BONDS 

(R/I NO. 9800)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Loberg, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3069

RESOLUTION CREATING THE FUNDS OF IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS,

PROVIDING FOR AND APPROPRIATING SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS FOR

THE SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE OF SAID FUNDS, AND AUTHORIZING 

THE ISSUANCE OF IMPROVEMENT WARRANTS THEREON 

($810,000 R/I NO. 9800)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Loberg, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3070

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $810,000

REFUNDING IMPROVEMENT BONDS, PRESCRIBING THE

TERMS AND COVENANTS THEREOF, AND CREATING A

FUND FOR THE PAYMENT THEREOF 

(R/I NO. 9800)

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Loberg, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The City Administrator reported on receipt of the proposed City’s Disaster Response Plan as prepared by the County’s Disaster Emergency Department.  He suggested it be reviewed by in-house staff and then be submitted for Committee examination   The Council agreed with Mr. Kessel’s request and agreed to a committee assignment at the proper time.

The City Auditor reported Bob & Kari Heiser have submitted an Application for Retail Liquor License as the first step of their purchasing the Class A License currently held by Teddy’s, Inc.  The Auditor said plans are for transfer on January 1st.   He said the usual next step is for the Police Chief and Codes Administrator to conduct investigations of the applicants and the premises and report back to the City Council with recommendations.  Auditor Anderson said all current License holders have been mailed renewal forms and it may be possible for the Council to act on the transfer request at its December 4th meeting as well.

President Meyer instructed the Police Chief to conduct an investigation of applicants Bob & Kari Heiser and also ordered a review of the premises by the City Codes Administrator.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-582

WAHPETON AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Sturdevant, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Loberg offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-583

NDSCS AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY CLUB

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

GAMES OF CHANCE RESOLUTION NO. GC-584

NORTH DAKOTA STATE COLLEGE OF SCIENCE FOUNDATION

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Beyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Auditor Anderson reported the City Council historically meets with 25th District Legislators prior to the Legislative Session in order to go over items of concern to the citizens of Wahpeton.  He said it appears December 11th would be a good date to shoot for.   The Auditor distributed a listing of items which could be considered along with an agenda form.  He asked that the Councilmembers contact him with items they’d like included.  It was the consensus of the Council that the Auditor attempt to set up a supper meeting with the Legislators on December 11th.

The Auditor displayed a written request from City Attorney Lies to add an item to the agenda for the special meeting scheduled on November 27th  In addition to public hearings to confirm special assessments, Mr. Anderson said, Attorney Lies would like to review the lawsuit status in closed session.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by Loberg,  to amend the agenda for the special meeting at 5:00 p.m., on Monday, November 27th, by adding an item for a closed session in order for the City Attorney to discuss lawsuit decisions and required paperwork. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

The Public Works Director reported the Public Works Committee has reviewed the 3-year listing of proposed projects on the “Urban Project List.”  He reminded the Council that the Program provides an allotted amount of funds to the City every year based upon a flat rate plus a population formula.  Mr. Lein said the 4th Street North Improvement Project is a part of the Urban Project program and the City has actually borrowed on future receipts.  The Director said the next item to be considered is the estimated $1.5 million improvement to 16th Avenue North between 4th and 11th Streets which had been scheduled for 2002.  However, he noted, levee construction is scheduled for 2001 & 2002 and 16th Avenue will be a major haul road.  Therefore, he said, it is being recommended to provide needed maintenance and delay the reconstruction work on 16th Avenue until 2003…by Resolution submitted to NDDOT.  Director Lein reminded the Council that 16th Avenue is on the County Road System and that the possibility of Richland County paying the 20% local share was an item discussed at the joint supper meeting last winter.  He said he continues to stay in contact with the County Engineer regarding the status of the project.

Answering a question from the Council, the Public Works Director stated the change would have no effect on any State projects—including the NDDOT’s schedule for continuing construction on North Dakota Highway 13.

Councilmember Christensen offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3071

RESOLUTION REGARDING NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT

OF TRANSPORTATION URBAN PROGRAM 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Schmidt, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

The Public Works Director noted that all received a copy of the Public Works Committee meeting minutes of November 13th in which the inactive water billing accounts policy was addressed and a recommendation was adopted for amendment.  He briefly reviewed the proposed changes which all felt are fair methods for billing charges or suspensions under the varying circumstances.

Motion by Christensen, seconded by  Schmidt, to adopted the amended “Policy for Inactive Accounts” as recommended by the Public Works Committee. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

Director Lein reported each year the City requests contractors to quote Equipment Rental Rates for the upcoming calendar year.  He said quoted hourly rental prices for dozens of pieces of equipment were received from Aggregate Industries, Comstock Construction, Gast Construction, and Krause Bros. Construction.  Mr. Lein observed that all quotes (there are too many items to list in the minutes) should be accepted and, as needed, the City will rent the equipment at the established rates.

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Loberg, to approve all Equipment Rental Rates submitted for the year 2001. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

The Public Works Director reported the remainder of 4th Street North will be entirely opened to traffic on November 22nd and on-street parking will be eliminated.

The Director also requested Committee review of utilities repair charges for those residents who qualify for senior citizens credit.  President Meyer assigned the request to the Public Works Committee for review and recommendation.

The Economic Development Coordinator reported proposed 2001 budgets for Sales Tax and Lodging Tax Funds will be mailed to members of the City Council prior to the meeting on December 4th.

The Police Chief reported the City Council had earlier voted to continue participation in the Cops in Shops program and $1,575 was approved in the 2001 Capital Improvements Budget.  He said paperwork is now complete and he finds a resolution of participation is now necessary to be forwarded to the proper officials.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Christensen, to suspend the rules and allow action on a motion to participate in the Cops in Shops Program, a matter which does not appear on the agenda.  Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Sturdevant offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION NO. 3072

RESOLUTION OF PARTICIPATION 

COPS IN SHOPS PROGRAM

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing Resolution was duly seconded by Councilmember Beyer, and upon vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof: Beyer, Loberg, Meyer, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant; and the following voted against the same:  None.  Whereupon said Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, was signed by the Mayor, and attested to by the City Auditor.

Chief Lotzer reported the winter parking on streets restrictions will begin after Thanksgiving.  He said there will be notices relayed through the  newspaper and radio, plus, notices will be posted on various NDSCS bulletin boards.

President Meyer reported Mayor Schmitz had determined that the person elected to fill Councilmember Mathiason’s term would be appointed to replace Mr. Mathiason on the Public Works Committee.  He suggested the Council may want to confirm the appointment at this time.

Motion by Schmidt, seconded by Christensen, to confirm the Mayor’s desire to appoint Glen H. Tollefson as a member of the Public Works Committee. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

Councilmember Loberg reported the Personnel & Public Safety Committee lacked a quorum at its scheduled meeting and will therefore continue review of two of the items assigned.  He said the item assigned to clarify posting of fees and fines adopted by Ordinance No. 819 is a procedural matter and should be approved without further recommendation.

Motion by Loberg, seconded by Beyer, to complete the adoption of revised non-criminal fees and fines listed in Ordinance No. 819 (adopted by the City Council on October 2, 2000) by posting the amounts as required. Motion carried 7-0.  Voting aye:  Beyer, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

President Meyer complimented Administrator Kessel for his work in performing management duties and taking pressure off the City Council.  He said he will be meeting with Mr. Kessel soon to review methods for long term planning.

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Schmidt, to approve following reports: OCT Municipal Court, OCT Wahpeton Water Works.  Motion carried 6-0. Voting aye: Beyer, Loberg, Christensen, Schmidt, Tollefson, Sturdevant, Meyer; voting nay:  None.

The following Committee meetings were scheduled:



* PERS & PUBL SAFETY 
Noon

11/28/2000





* PUBLIC WORKS
       
Noon

11/29/2000

* FINANCE & ECON DEV 
Not Scheduled 

* FLOOD MITIGATION    
Not Scheduled

Motion by Sturdevant, seconded by Christensen, to adjourn.  Motion carried.









_____________

  

    
 ​​​​______ 







                                      Warren D. Meyer, President

ATTEST:

______________________________________________ 

               Arden C. Anderson, City Auditor







